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PART IF. 



ESSAY I. 

CIOGRA4PinCAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHES OF THE 
OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENTS OF STEELE AND 
ADDlsaN. 

X o works of such celebrity as were the Tatler, 
Spectator, and Guardian, and written in a form 
which very readily admitted, and indeed almost 
required, numerous contributions from numerous 
individuals, it. might naturally be expected that < 
many, either from motives of fame or interest, 
"Would be eager to offer their assistance. 

Of these, (to whom priority of enumeration will, 
in this place, be given, in proportion to the number 
of papers which they respectively produced,) 

Eustace Bvdgell takes the lead. He was the 
son of Gilbert Budgell, D. D. of St. Thomas near 
Exeter, and was born in 1685. His mother, only 
daughter of Dr. William Gulston, Bishop of 

VOL. III. B 
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2 BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHES. 

Bristol^was sister to the lady of Dean AddisoD^and 
consequently a relationship^ which proved of essen- 
tial service to yonug Budgeii, subsisted between 
him and the principal author of the Spec^or. 

Having shown considerable facility in the ac- 
quisition of classical learnings he was at an ear- 
lier period thaa usual sent to Christ Church, Ox- 
ford, of which college he became a member in 
the year 1700. Afler a residence of some years 
in this university, he relinquished it to em- 
brace, at the request of his father, the profession 
of the law, and, for this purpose, was entered of 
the Inner Temple. This was a designation, how- 
ever, by no means agreeable to the wishes or the 
views of Budgell. He had acquired a decided 
taste for elegant literature ; and the chief object 
of his ambition was, to be the associate and com- 
panion of those who figured as the leaders of the 
literary world. 

Nothing could be better calculated for the gra« 
tification of his desires than an introduction to 
Addison ; this, as a relation, he easily obtained, 
and he exhibited so many proofs of ability and 
classical proficiency, that, when this accomplished 
scholar was appointed secretary to the Earl of 
A^ barton. Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, he hesitated 
not to make an offer to his young friend of a 
clerkship in his office. 



,y Google 



BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHES. 3 

To this proposal he very gladly acceded ; the 
more willingly perhaps^ as, by neglecting his 
profession, he had so offended his father, that his 
remittances had for some time been irregular and 
confined. It was in the commencement of April, 
1710, that he lef); London for the capital of the 
sister island, and at a period when, through the 
influence and patronage of Addison, he was 
known and esteemed in the first circles of the 
literati. Budgell was at this time about twenty* 
five years of age, pleasing and elegant in his per- 
son; in his address fashionable and engaging; 
and^ independent of his classical acquirements, 
familiar with the French and Italian. His pas- 
sions, however, were strong and impetuous, and 
his yanity equally puerile and excessive ; defects 
which, unhappily, age and misfortunes rather 
increased than diminished, and which ultimately 
brought on a catastrophe alike ruinous and igno- 
minious. 

It is to the praise of Budgell, however, that he 
studied with uncommon assiduity to acquire the 
esteem and affection of Addison ; the effort was 
not in vain ; he v^as repaid by confidence and 
regard ; and the friendship subsisting between the 
two relations became so strict and mutual, that, - 
during the period of their residence in Dublin, 
they constantly lived and lodged together. 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 



-I* BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SKETCMRS. 

To obtain celebrity as an author was with 
Budgell an early and favourite object; and it is 
said that, during his first yisit to Dublin, he con* 
tributed some papers to the Tatler. These, how- 
ever, were never acknowledged, and are now 
unknown. To the Spectator he gave considerable 
assistance, and his share in the first seven volumes 
is discriminated by the signature X. In the 
eighth volume also, and in the Guardian, he has 
inserted some papers of importance. 

While fiirnishing materials for the Spectator^ 
he added to his reputation by the composition of 
a humorous epilogue for The Distrest Mother. 
It must not be forgotten, however, that Johnson 
has ascribed this jeu d' esprit to the pen of Ad- 
dison: an ascription which I could wish were 
true, as it would exonerate our author from the 
foolish vanity of lavishly praising his own pro- 
duction in the Spectator*^ and of repeatedly call- 
ing for its recitation in the theatre. 

To the fiune which he had now acquired by his 

* It was known in Tonson's family, observes the annota- 
tor on N° 555 of the Spectator, and told to Mr, Garrick, that 
Addison was himself the author of this epilogue ; and that, 
when it was actually printed with his name, he came early 
in the morning, before the copies were distributed, and or- 
dered it to be given to Mr. E. Budgell, that it might add 
weight to the solicitation which Addison was then making 
for a place for Mr. Budgell. 
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periodical labours^ and by the circulation of va^ 
rious pieces of epigrammatic wit^ were added the 
solid comforts of a good estate. In 1 7 1 1 , his father 
died^ and left him an annual income of 950/.^ 
which^ though somewhat clogged with debts, was 
amply sufficient to place him in a state of complete 
independence. His industry, however, received 
no diminution from the sudden acquisition of 
opulence; he attended strictly to the duties of 
his office, and in prosecution of his literary career, 
published, in 1714, a version from the Greek of 
f* The Characters of Theophrastus.'' It is exe- 
cuted with neatness and elegance, and had the 
honour of being liberally praised by Addison in 
the thirty-ninth number of The Lover. 

Having adopted the Whig principles of his 
friend, the path of political promotion was soon 
laid open to his view by the accession of the 
house of Hanover : an event which was imme- 
diately followed by his appointments of chief 
secretary to the lords justices of Ireland, and 
deputy clerk of the council of that kingdom. 
Nor did his honours rest here; towards the close 
of 17 14, he became a member of the Irish par- 
liament, and was chosen, along with several per- 
sons of the highest rank, an honorary bencher of 
the inns of court in Dublin. 

The rebellion, which broke out in 17 15, added 
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much to his employment and importance, and 
devolved upon him a very considerable part of 
the duty of a field-officer. He was entrusted by 
government with the superintendance of the em* 
barkatiou of the troops from Ireland to Scotland, 
and had orders to provide them with the neces- 
sary shipping ; a business to which he was to- 
tally unaccustomed, but which he conducted, not 
only with singular ability, but with a disinterest^^ 
edness which acquired for him, and entitled him 
to, very distinguished praise. 

To the great, but partial, opinion which Addi- 
son entertained of his talents, and of his know- 
ledge of Irish affairs, he was indebted for his last 
promotion; this took place in 1717, when his 
illustrious friend being appointed principal secre- 
tary of state, he immediately received from his 
hands the situation of accountant and comptroller 
general of the Irish revenue, a place the in- 
come of which usually exceeded four hundred 
pounds per annum. 

Budgell had now attained a most resectable 
station in life: his fortune was liberal,, if not 
splendid | his abilities, both in the literary and 
political world, were acknowledged and esteemed, 
and, in a moral point of view, he was not merely 
free from vice, but valued for his integrity, gene- . 
'rosity,and assiduity. The zealous friendship and 
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support of Addison, indeed, conferred a weight 
and consequence upon his character which it 
coaM not othefrwise have acquired ; bilt, inde* 
pendent of this assistance, the mental and moral 
merit of Bndgell were, at this period, adequate 
to the establishment of a very estimable repu- 
tation. 

It is one of the most useful provinces of biogra- 
phy to poiht oat the fatal consequences of vice 
and foHy; and the future life of this unfortunate 
man furnii^s us with a striking and lamentafoU 
example of the feirest hopes and fame obscured 
and blasted by excess of vanity and passion. 

The nomination of the Duke of Bolton to the 
lord Heutenai^cy of Ireland in 1718 was the crisis 
of our author's fate. This nobleman had for 
some time patronised a Mr. Edward Webster, 
who, when his grace visited Dublin, not only ac- 
companied him as a friend, but was immediately 
appointed his chief secretary, and a privy coun- 
sellor. Budgell, whose ideas of his own impor- 
tance had led him to lexpect much attention from 
the Duke, was extremely mortified at the prefe- 
rence and respect paid to a man for whom he 
professed to entertain the utmost contempt. 
Webster was not tardy in retaliating the affront, 
and soon after irritated the comptroller almost to 
madness, by insisting upon quartering on him 
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8 BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHED. 

one of his friends and ^siYourites. Budgell re- 
sisted the demand with high indignation; and^ 
not content with pouring forth a torrent of abuse 
on the family^ education^ and abilities of his ad- 
versary, he was indiscreet enough, in a succeed- 
ing pamphlet, to implicate the Duke in the con- 
troversy, and to accuse him of extreme folly and 
imbecility. The consequence was such as might 
naturally have been expected ; the Duke, very 
justly offended at the intemperance of Budg^, 
procured his removal from office; and he was 
under the necessity of immediately leaving Ire- 
land, to escape the storm which he had so wan- 
tonly raised. 

On his arrival in England, he instantly waited 
upon his friend Addison, by whose advice had 
he regulated his conduct he would have altoge- 
ther avoided this disgraceful retreat. Addison 
had now relinquished the seals, and, with a view 
to the recovery of his health, was altogether resi- 
dent in the country. No two characters could be 
more opposed than were, at this time, those of this 
amiable man, and of Budgell. Mildness, resig- 
nation, and forgiveness were descriptive of the 
former ; in the latter, an exasperated mind and a 
keen spirit of revenge were tjie prominent fea- 
tures. The influence of Addison upon his tem- 
per and conduct; ceased now tp ^ct; and ^hougb 



,y Google 



CIOGEAPHICAt AND CRITICAL 8KBTCBE9. 9^ 

strongly urged by his friend to forbear any fur- 
ther discussion of the subject^ he almost unme- 
diately published a statement of his case; which» 
though written with some address, and circulated 
with such rapidity, that eleyen hundred copies 
wexe disposed of in one day, only'i^erved to in-» 
crease the number and virulence of his ene* 
mies. 

Addison, notwithstanding he felt much hurt at 
the pertinacity and violence of Budgell, exerted 
eveiy nerve in his favour, and obtained a promise 
from the Earl of Sunderland, that when the cla- 
mour of party had subsided, he would support 
and patronise him. The kind effort, however, 
iTvas rendered unavailing by the ususil imprudence 
of Budgell, who, in 17 1 9, by writing a pamphlet 
against the peerage bill, so offended the Earl, 
that he no longer considered himself as under 
any obligation to promote his views. This event 
was speedily followed by the death of Addison : a 
loss irreparable to Budgell, and which not only 
deprived him of an invaluable and faithful friend^ 
i)ut at once annihilated all probable prospect of 
his ever enjoying court preferment. 

To divert his chagrin, he passed over to France 
in the autumn of this year (1719); and having 
travelled through part of its provinces, and seen 
the chief cities of Fl^aders, Brabant, and Hol-> 
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knd^ he joined the court at Hanover, and in 
November, accompanying the royal suite, reri- 
sited his native country. 

If Budgell commenced his tour ^ith the ex- 
pectation of allaying that irritation and fever of 
mind which, in the opinion of his friends, had 
already nearly placed him in the situation of a 
delirious man, he was completely disappointed. 
Though possessed of a fortune which, vnth re- 
gulated wishes, might have enabled him to live 
with perfect dignity and independence, his rest- 
less ambition and unsubdued revenge were per- 
petually prompting the means of acquiring some 
ofBcial situation under government. In all his 
e£R>rts and applications, however, and they were 
numerous, he was, through the influence of his 
enemies, altogether unsuccessful ; and he at 
length relinquished in despair his political views, 
to embrace the still more hopeless scheme of 
gambling in the stocks. 

He began this ruinous practice in. the year 
1720; and very soon imbibing all the national en- 
thusiasm and infatuation relative to the South- 
sea scheme, he deeply engaged in that delusive 
undertaking, and saw himself speedily deprived 
of twenty thousand pounds ! the stroke, though 
severe, did not deprive himof his wonted energy, 
and he entered into the business and debates of 
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the general courts of the company with so much 
spirit^ actiyity, and elocution, as to attract the 
attention and admiration of the Duke of Port« 
land, who, having lost nearly the whole of his 
property, likewise, by this wretched bubble, had 
been just nominated, with a Tiew to the retrieval 
of his afEurs, governor of Jamaica. This noble- 
man generously offered to take Mr. Budgeli with 
him as his secretary, to treat him as his friend 
and brother, and to make his interest his own. 
Budgeli received the proposal with joy and gr»> 
titode; but while he was making the necessary 
arrangements for his new office, preparatory to 
embarking, a secretary of state waited upon the 
Duke with information, " that he might take any 
man in England for his secretary, excepting Mr. 
Budgeli; but that he must not take him," 

In this instance Mr. Budgeli was certainly 
'^ more sinned against than sinning i** the severity 
of ministers was cruel and excessive, and in its 
consequences, to a man of such irritable feelings 
as was the object of their persecution, almost ir- 
reparably destructive. His resentment, as might 
be imagined, knew no bounds; he endeavmired, 
though in vain, by every effort to procure a seat 
in parliament ; and in these fruitless attempts he 
sunk the remainder of his property, to the 
amount, it is said, of five thousand pounds. 
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With the privatioiis of poverty our author was 
ill calculated to struggle ; he waoted those fixed 
principles^ that steady resolution and determined 
virtue, without which pecuniary adversity can^ 
not be borne vnth innocence or dignity. With 
the flight of those advantages which result from 
fortune, all that remained of the moral worth of 
Budgell appears to have vanished. He not only 
became a most virulent pamphleteer, abusing, 
in the most indiscriminate manner, all the ihear 
sures of administration ; but there is too much 
reason to believe, made use of every artifice to 
defi*aud and prey upon his fi*iends and rela- 
tions. 

By the assistance of the Dutchess Dowager of 
Marlborough, he made his last efibrt, in 1727, to 
procure a seat in the House of Commons. Her 
Grace, who was adverse to administration, and, 
at the sam^ time, well acquainted with the ready 
eloquence and ability of BudgeU, and with his 
inveterate hatred of the ruling powers, imagined 
that he might be rendered a powerful and useful 
oppositionist, and, accordingly, seconded his en- 
deavours by a present of a thousand pounds. The 
attempt failed, however, and BudgeU had again 
recourse to his pen for the means of subsistence. 
Had this been employed in the cause of his coun- 
try, of virtue, or religion, no nobler occupatioii 
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could have been resorted to ; but, unfortunately, 
it was prostituted to the worst of all purposes, — 
to sow the seeds of scepticism and infidelity. 
Having deviated widely from the path of recti- 
tude, and plunged himself into diiOficulties from 
which he hesitated not attempting to extricate 
himself by means the most dishonest, he was 
willing, it is probable, to believe, that the pre» 
cepts which so forcibly arraigned and condemned 
his conduct, were the result of imposture on the 
one hand, and credulity on the other. It is cer- 
tain, that he was the intimate associate of all the 
deisticai writers of his day, and was generally 
-esteemed by the public as perfectly sceptical with 
regard to revealed religion : a suspicion which 
was confirmed by the part he took in publishing 
TindaPs Christianity as old as the Creation ^. 

* It was said to be the Doctor's request in bis last testa- 
ment, tbat the second part of this work, and his other 
pieces, collected into a volume, should be given to the pub- 
lic by oar author. This he frequently spokt of doing, and 
of adding a life of his deceased friend ; but he never carried 
his designs into execution. As it was reported that Dr. 
X^onybeare was rewarded with the deanery of Christ- 
church, for answering the first part of *' Christianity as old 
Bs the Creation," Mr. Budgell used to say, that he hoped 
tbat the Dean would live a little while longer, tbat he might 
have the pleasure, by the publication of the second part, of 
-making him a bishop. 

Biographia Britannica, vol it. p, 692. 
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He was about this time also one of the con* 
ductors of the Crc^fttman, and wrote a varre^ of 
letters^ pamphlets, asd poems^ principally em 
political and tea^orary subjects; but wfaich, 
though circulated with some avidity at tbe p^ 
riod of their production, are now altog^her 
worthless and insignificant. In 1732, howerer, 
he brought forward a work of some historical 
value, entitled, " Memoirs of the Life and Cha- 
racter of the late Earl of Orrery, and of the Fa* 
mily of the-Boyles;*' and, towards the close of 
the same year, he commenced a weekly pam- 
phlet or magazine, called 1%€ Bee, which extended 
to one hundred numbers, and formed eight t<k 
lumes in octavo. 

During the publication of this periodical pa- 
per, an event occurred which covered our author 
with indelible disgrace and infamy. Dr. Mat- 
thew Tindal, with whom he had been upon terms 
of familiarity and friendship, died, and in his 
will a bequest was found of two thousand one 
hundred pounds, nearly the whole of his pro- 
perty, to Mr. Budgell. As Tindal had a favou- 
rite nephew, who was in narrow circumstances, 
and to whom he had always expressed an inten- 
tion of leaving the bulk of his fortune, this dis- 
proportionate gift to Budgell excited no small 
astonishment ; nor did the world forbear affirm- 
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ing, that the will was entirely the iabrication of 
our author. The consequence of such a charge 
was, a contest between Mr. Nicholas Tindal, the 
nephew, and Budgell, with regard to its authen- 
ticity; and as many very suspicious circum^ 
stances were developed during the course of the 
enquiry, the will was set aside. 

An attempt so nefarious as this, met with the cas- 
ligation which it merited in many of the papers 
and journals of the day ; and BudgeU, under the 
supposition that Pope had written some very seyere 
animadversions on his conduct in the Grub-street 
Journal, abused that gentleman in one of his Bees 
in the most acrimonious and indecent manner. 
The poet, who, there is every reason to believe, 
was. altogether innocent of the deed, took no 
other revenge than by ranking BudgeU, in the 
Prologue to his Satires, among the libellers of his 
fame, and by alluding, with his usual epigram- 
matic wit, to this foul stain on the character of 
his adversary : 

Let Budgell charge low Grub-street on my quill, 
And write whatever he please — except my will. 

BudgeU had now lost all that could render life 
desirable ; he was involved in e:sEtreme poverty, 
and vexed with perpetual law-stuits ; his charac- 
ter was irretrievably ruined, and he felt no reli- 
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ance on the mercies and consolations of religion. 
In this 8ituation> and after hayings in yain, at- 
tempted to resuine this practice of his profession^ 
^e at length came to the dreadful resolution of 
annihilating at once his miseries and his exist- 
ence. He accordingly^ on May the fourth^ 1737, 
after haying filled his pockets with stones, took 
ia boat at Somerset-stairs, and haying ordered the 
waterman to shoot Loi^don-bridge, threw himself 
whilst it passed the arch, into the Thames; he 
sank immediately, nor was the body discoyered 
until some days afterwards, when it was found 
much braised and defaced. 

On his bureau this unhappy man had left the 
following sentence, written on a slip of paper, 
and intended as a yindication of the rash action 
which he was about to commit : 

What Cato did, and Addison q;)proved. 
Cannot be wrong. 

a conclusion totally unfounded, and indica- 
tiye either of extreme imbecility or absolute 
derangement. No man could be more abhor- 
rent of an action bo diametrically opposite to the 
yery letter and spirit of religion, than Mr. Ad- 
dison; and, with regard to the death of Cato, 
the scenic propriety and consistency of which 
he was under the necessity of generally ^dher* 
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ihg to^ according to the tnitli of history, he has 
in some degree violated the ^ct^ from the very 
wish of obviating any mischief which might 
•arise from such an einmiple, though evidently 
the consequence of mistaken virtue, and occurs 
ring anterior to the promulgation of Christianity^ 
He has represented Cato, in the stmg^s of dis- 
^ution, exclaiming, 

" yet methinks a beam of lig^t breaks in 

On my departing foiiiL Alas! I fear 

I've been too hasty, O ye powers that search 

The heart of man, and weigh his inmost thoughts, 

If I hare done amiss, impute it not 

The best may err, bat yon are good, an d Oh 1'* 

Budgell left a natural daughter, whom, it i$ 
jsaid, the nioming before he committed suicide, 
he would willingly have persuaded to a partici*^ 
pation in his crime. 

From the fate of this misguided man a use* 
ful lesson may be drawn; though possessed of 
considerable abilities, of a competent fortune, of 
great and powerful connections, and admired 
and respected in the early period of his life, the 
pride of self-^pinion, and the fiiry of ungoverned 
resentment, blasted all his hopes ^nd Views, and 
gradually led him into the commission of errors 
and extravagances, which at length, terminated 
in gaming> forgeryi infidelity, and suicide* 

VOL, III. c 
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Of the litaraury pvodttctiens of Budgell, tfttt 
contriiiatioiis to the Spectator and Goardian are 
the moat ¥akable. In the eight volumes of the 
^rmer, thirty-aeven papeis ha^e beea ascribed 
to him ; in the ktter but two. Of those dislia- 
g^ished by an X, the signiUure with which> it 
is said> he was accosUuned to mark his linen, 
there are twenty-nine in the first seven T<damea 
of the Spectator. X^ the nun^bers \i8ua11y {(Hot- 
ted to him in the eighth tqIui^^ I hav^ lidded 
four on the authority of Dr. Bisset^s edition } and 
the whole of his share in the two works, with the 
exception of a letter in N® 53U, signed Eua(kace, 
will be comprehended in the following enume- 
tation,— ^^«<or, Nos. 6T, 77, 416, 150, 161, 
175, 197, 217, 277, 288, 801, 807, 813, 319, 8^, 
S51, 8317, 841, 847, Uh 350, 365, 378, 879, 885, 
389, 395, 401, 506, 564, 573, 581, 591, 599, 602^ 
605, 62$— 'GuonAkm, Nos. 25 and 31. 

The stylf of Budgell is, in niany of these 
essayv, a very happy imitation of the Addiao* 
nian manner ; if it possess not all th^ mellowiieas 
and sweetness of his original^ it is neat, unafiect- 
ed, and clear ; and, in general, motre correct and 
rounded than the diction of Steele. The asser- 
tion of Dr. Johnson, however, should not here 
be forgotten ; who declared, that ** Addison wrote 
BudgeH's papers, at least mended them so much. 
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idiat he made tkem almosl hi* own*.'' Yei the 
Doctor's authority^ il nrast be recollected, it 
nereljUiat of tradition; nor ia ie likely that Ad^ 
cKsoA wofild take sach elaborate trmiMe with 
these papers, or that Badgetl woold subnit to 
a castigatioa so eoinplete as to w«rvaiit the idi« 
putation. 

To have entered with perfect accvracy into 
the conception and keeping of a character so 
original as that of Sir Roger de Coterley, is the 
still greater merit of Bndgell. In tfiis respect 
he is certainly superior to Steele; and his de- 
scription of the Hvnt In N"* 116, in whieb the 
knight makes so deli^fUl and appropriete a 
figure, is a picture that one would not exchange 
for volumes of mediocrity* 

The humoiir aad wit of Bodgeli appear to ad- 
vantage in several of Ins communications ; espe- 
cially in his observations on Beards f', on Country 
Wakes ^ ; in his rtktion of Witt Hooeyeooib's 
Ainours§> and in his detail of i^t ttkctn of the 
Month of May on female chastity ^. On this 
last subject he has copied the graceful composi- 
tion .aad sly hmnoor of Addiaon with peculiar 
felicity; and his admonitions to the fiatir sex, 

* BoswelPt Life of JohiiMB» ¥ol. iii. p. 44, 8t«. third ed. 
t Spectator, N» 331. X Ibid. No 161 , 
i Ibid. NO 359. % tbxd. Nos. 365 and 395. 
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idaring this soft and aedoctiye season^ combine 
such a mixture of pleasing, imagery, moral pre- 
cept, and ludicrous association, as to render the 
essays which convey them some of the most in^ 
teresting in the Spectator. They recal forcibly 
to my recollection some lines of exquisite beauty 
and feeling, which the amiable Thomson, on a 
similar topic, addresses to his lovely country- 
women. 

Flnab'd by the spirit of the genial year^ 
Now from the virgin's cheek a firesher bloom 
Shoots, less and less, the live carnation round ; 
Her lips blush deeper sweets ; she breathes of youtb % 
The shining moisture swells into her eyes 
In brighter flow ^ her wishing bosom heaves 
With palpitations wild ^ kind tumults seize 
Her veins, and all her yielding soul is love. 
From the keen gaze her lover turns away. 
Bull <of the dcjAT ecstatic power, and sick 
With sighing languishment. Ah then, ye fair I 
Be greatly cautious of your sliding hearts : 
Dare not th* infectious 'sigh ; the pleading look, 
Downcast, and low, in meek submission drest, 
Butiiillofguile* Let not the fervetit tongue. 
Prompt to deceive, with adulation smooth. 
Gain on your purposed will. Nor in the bower. 
Where woodbines flaunt, and roses shed a couch. 
While Evening draws her xnrimson curtains round. 
Trust your soft minutes with betraying man. 

Springs vet. 960 to 980. 

In the invention and combination of inddent, 
under the form of vision, tale, or apologue, our 
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'aratbor seems little to have indulged. He has 
introduced^ however, one piece of this descrip- 
tion in N" 30] of the Spectator— The allegory of 
Youths Love, and Old Age, and in which the 
imagery and design are evolved and finished 
ifvith considerable beauty and dexterity. In his 
essay also on the duty of communicating our 
knowledge and discoveries for the benefit of 
mankind, he avails himself of a little wild, but 
very appositely illustrative tradition, relative to. 
the sepulchre of Rosicrusius, the founder of a 
sect which pretended to the possession of perpe- 
tual lamps, of the perpetual motion, and the phi- 
losopher's stone ; and, at the same time, refused 
to impart their secrets beyond the pale of their 
own society. It is evidently a fiction of Ara- 
bian growth, and founded on their well known 
propensity to alchemistry and cabalistic philoso- 
phy ^. A vast number of such romantic stories, 

* " Many writers,** observes Mr. D'Israeli, in a note 
on this number of the Spectat(H:, ** have made mention of 
iliftse wonderful lamps ; and the following observation by 
Marville, appears to give a satisfactory reason of the na- 
ture of these fl^toes. 

*< It has hj^pened, he says, fipequently, that inquisitive 
men, examining with a flambeau ancient sepulchres which 
had been just opened, the fat and gross vapours, engen- 
dered by the corruption of dead bodies, kindled as the flam- 
beau approached them, to the great astonishment of the. 
spectaAjora, who frequently cried out 4 miracle! Thif sud- 
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wkich turn ^apon the uMxpccted ditcorerf of 
talismajis^ enchanled figiire9, or mmderfel piecef 
of mediamsiii and art, that had been boned for 
agts in httge caTemt or yaoks^ will be found 
onrreal asoag the commoa people of Spain^ un«* 
der the title of Ct^emot Dt Vief^, and are meet 
midoobtedlj derired from their former intimacy 
with the magic and science of the Moors of Gre« 
aada* Warton has givea ns a specimen of these 

den inflammation, although yery natural, has giren room to 
heli6¥e> that theft flanea proceeded from ptrpettud ktmptt 
vhich aome baire thought were placed in tiie tombs of the 
aacieiitSy and which they said were extinguished at the 
moment that these tombs opened, and were penetrated by 
the exterior air. 

" Cariancai obserres on this subject, that tiie aecomits 
of the perpetual lamps which ancient writers give, has oc- 
casioned several ingenious men to search after their com- 
position. Licetus, who possessed more erudition than love 
of truth, has given two receipts for making this eternal 
tac^t aad which consist ^ certain minerals variou^dy pr&o 
pared; this opinion is in vogue amongst those who are 
pleased with tiie wonderful, or who only examine things 
auperftcially. Mbre credible writers maintain, that it i» 
possible to make lamps p e rp e t uall y burning, and an oil^ 
once inflammable and inconsumeahle ; but (whieh solvea 
this strange problem) Boyle, assisted by several experi- 
ments which he had made on the ahr^pomp, has found that 
these lights, which some ten tis they hafve seen in (^pening' 
tombs, may have proceeded from the collision of new ahr. 
This reasonable observation eoneiliatet all, and does not 
compel us to deny the accounts. 

**'Iamx>bligt5dto ftmnuoflettprsiforftiv-eiiringme with 
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orientsl wondei^ Mm Ifa^ beliltion dv totaM 
iy^B9PAGNE^ ft^ Madainoudk Danok* *' Withia 
the ancient castle of Toledo^ thejr iKf, tfa^re wai 
a Vast carern^ whose entrance wa* strbngly bari- 
Headed. It was tmivers^y b^ieredj lint if my 
t>er9cm elitelred this carern, the most filial disas» 
ters if^onld happen to the Spaniards. Thus it 
remained closely shut ap and ntieat^red for many 
agies. At length king Roderigo^ havihg lest 
credulity^ but more courage aiid cariosity than 
his ancestors, commanded this fbnmdable recess 
to be opened. At entering, he began to snspeet 
the traditions of the people to be trae : a t^tri- 

tlie foUowing^ obsenrations^ whieh tteOw a clearer ligiit oa 
the present tc^ic* The story of the lamp of Roiicniiiiify 
even if it ever bad the slightest foundation, only owes its 
origin to the spirit of piartjr, #hich at (he time wcM fucft 
pcnaadedtbe worid, that Boaiemsios faid> at leasts «Hae»- 
veredsomethingi hot there is nothing certain in this pretty 
inyention. 

** The reason adddced by MaTvilte is satiifiu!tory for hii 
(lay; and to the epetdi^ df iiBptil«hi«is wMh aambeaai. 
But it wag reserved for the niodam diseofreriea made ia 
natoral philosophy, as well as those in chemistry, to prove 
that air was not only necessary for a medium to the exist- 
ence of the flame, ^hrch ifideed the ahr-piMip had already 
riiewn; hot abo ae a oonstiftxieAi part of the faiflaaBastipii> 
and without which a body, otherwise very.inflammahle in 
all its parts, cinnot however bum but in its superficies, 
whieh aUMe k in cointact wHlK th« aiM»i«iii air.** 
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ble tempest arose, and all the elements seemed 
onited to embarrass him. Nevertheless, he Ten- 
tared forwards into the cave, where he discerned 
by the light of his torches certain figures or sta« 
tues of men, whose habiliments and amis were 
strange and uncouth. One of them had a sword 
of shining brass, on which was written in Arabic 
characters, that the time approached when the 
Spanish nation should t>e destroyed ; and that 
it would not be long before the warriors, whose 
images were placed there, should arrive in 
Spain*." 

However erroneous or vicious we may esteem 
the conduct of Budgell, it is with pleasure that 
we can mention his contributions to the Specta-: 
tor and Guardian, as displaying both the cheer- 
fulness and gaiety of an innocent mind, and the 
best and soundest precepts of morality and reli-^ 
gion. At the time of their composition, indeed; 
he was more directly under the influence and 
direction of hia accomplished relation than at 
any subsequent period of his life, and he then 
possessed the laudable ambition of doing all that 
might render him worthy of his affection an4 
support. His four Letters on Education \, de-> 
scriptive of the advantages and disadvantages of. 

* Warton'g Hist of English Poetry, vol. i. Dissert U 
t Spcctstpr, Nos. 307, 313, 337, snd 353* 
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private and public tuition^ exhibit many very 
shrewd and sensible remarks on the propriety of 
adapting instruction to the abilities and destined 
occupation of the pupil. His essays, likewise, 
on Modesty and Asturance*; on Friendship -f ; 
on the best mode of Attaining and Securing Hap^i 
jnness %, and on h^idelity and Atheism §, are com- 
positions alike elegant and useful ; and we have 
only to lament that he should, in the latter part 
of his life, have deviated so widely from the 
maxims that he had himself endeavoured to incul- 
cate, and which he had the invaluable opportu- 
nity of seeing exemplified in the person atid 
conduct of his justly-admired friend and coun- 
sellor, Mr. Addison ||. 

♦ Spectator, N»373. f Ibid. N»385. 

I Guaidian, N»31. * § Spectator, N» 389. 
11 N<'570 of the Spectator has been ascribed toBudgeUf 
hy Dr. Bisset. It contains the descripti^Hk of an ingenioua 
but very eccentric man, named Datniry or Dentry, and 
ivho, for sereral years, kept the Qaeen's-anns, near the 
end of the little Piazza in Corent-gaiden. He was cele- 
brated for whistling^ on the edge of a knife, or with a pair 
of tobacco-pipes, and could convert a frying-pan or a grid- 
iron into a very respectable musical instrument. The 
death of this singular performer was thus announced in the 
London Magazine, for April, 1738. 

" DEATH. 

« Near Fishmongers' Hall, the celebrated Mr. John 
Dentry, better known by the appellation of Sigmor Dcnte^ 
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2. John Hmghss was born in the town of 
Marlborough, on January 7^, 1677, the offiipring 
of a citizen of London> and of Ann Burgess, 
daughter of Isaac Burgess, Esq. of Wiltshire. 

As he posMssed a very weak and tender con- 
stitution, his education at a prirate acadeniy was 
probably better calculated to bring forward his 
abilities than a public school. He. was fortu* 
nate, likewise^ in being placed under the tuition 
of Mr. Thomas Kowe^ a dissenting minister; a 
man (tf ccmsiderable taste and learning, and who 
had at this time under bis care the celebrated 
Dr. Watts, ami Mr. Samuel Say, bath m^ oi 
singular piety and great talents. 

At this seminary Hughes made a rapid pro* 
gress in the dcqtti^tion of ctas^cal leading, and 
early shewed a decided partiality for tii^ sister 
arts of poetry and music ; an inclinatiott which^ 

Wna, which, by way of honom, be aMmied^ and put upon 
bis stgiu He kepta pnbUe-boute, net only at the time of 
bis deatby but wbca the Spectatora were writiBg ; and from 
the odd talents he was potseand of, and his whisiaical 
ways of eatertaiainc his custoiaers, ftumisbed a sofeject fer 
poe of those ei^celleat papers. Amoaf many other soiv 
prising endowments, the l^i^ior had that of wfaisaing by 
the help of a knife to so great a perfection, that he became 
as famous for that, as most of the Italian Signiors have 
been for siaginf^ Who e«cel likewiea im that way 6y % 
btip qf a kttifti'* 
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Rs he pucsued no proleMioiiy be had perfect lei* 
sure to indulge. 

He was not^ however^ altogether without other 
emph^TBieut^ as he early accepted of a place iu 
the office of orduaace, and act^d also as secre** 
tary to several commisBioiis for the purchase of 
la^d, deemed requisite for the security of the 
royal docks at Chatham nud Portsmouth. Dur- 
ing these official transaction^ he had time to ac- 
quire an intimate acquaintaiice with the Ian** 
gus^^ of France and Italy« and to cultivate the 
Muses with a view to publication. 

Whilst yet but ninetees, he had already 
formed the plan of a tragedy^ and had para- 
phrased one of the most suUime odes of Horace i 
and, in the year 10Q7, he first appeared before 
the bar of the public as a poet on the Peace pf" 

Vtom this period to the last year of his fifo» he 
continued to amuse the pobhc by various pro* 
ductions in the capacity of poet» prose-'Writer, 
editor, and translator. 

To his poetry, though ptaised at the time in 
which it was produced, and ance lavishly ex« 
tolled by Dr. Campbell, in his Biographia Bri-* 
tannica, little vsdue can now be attached. It is 
chiefly of the lyric and dramatic kind, provinces 
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in the regions of Parnassus, which require great 
strength of imagination^ great brilliancy and har- 
mony of language and versification ; and, above 
all, the power of exciting at will the emotions of 
pathos and of terror. The Odes of Hughes, en- 
titled, T%e House qf Na$$au; ^ Praise (fMustc, 
and To the Creator qf the World, though occasion-* 
ally elegant and harmonious, are, on the whole, 
chill, lifeless, and monotonous ; and his address to 
the Deity, a subject requiring the utmost efiR)rts 
of sublimity, has little besides its piety to recom* 
mend it. 

His poems on the Peace, and on the return of 
King William, which last he published under the 
title of ne Court qf Nepttme, are very puerile 
performances, and abound with all the stale and 
trite machinery of pagan mythology. 

What greatly contributed to render the poetry 
ofHughes more popular than its intrinsic merits 
deserved, was the accompaniment of very supe- 
rior music. Our author was himself a very com- 
petent judge of this fistscinating art; and the^ 
strains of Purcell, Pepusch, and Handel, had 
they been combined with verses even far below 
mediocrity, were calculated to secure them no 
small portion of general favour. His Ode on 
Music, therefore, his Six Cantatas, written Aortly 
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afterwards, and set by Pepiuch ; and his Opera 
^ Calypso and Telemachus, represented on the 
King's Theatre in 1712, enjoyed, for some time, 
an undisputed reputation. 

The only piece, however, which can with any 
propriety claim for Hughes the appellation of a 
poet> is 2%tf Siege qf Damascus, Of this drama, 
ivvhich is still occasi<mally acted, the sentiments 
and morality are pure and correct, the imagery 
frequently beautiful, and the diction and versifi* 
cation for the most part clear and melodious. It 
is defective, notwithstanding, in the most essen- 
tial quality of dramatic composition, the powc^ 
of affecting the passions ; and is, therefore, more 
likely to afford pleasure in the closet than on 
the stage *. 

The opinions of Pope and Swift on the poeti- 
cal talents of Hughes were nearly such as the 
criticism just given must imply ; yet, it is but due 
impartiality to record, that Addison entertained 
so high an idea of our author's genius, as to re- 
quest that he would supply the fifth act of Cato ^ a 

. * He had, likewise, a few years anterior, produced a 
masque called jlpoUo and Daphne} '' of which," says John- 
son, « thie success was Very earnestly promoted by Steele, 
who, when the rage of party did hot mis^ide him, seems 
tp have beea a man of boundless benevolence." 



,y Google 



so MOCtAPAlCAL AUD CSlTlCAt smTCttESt 

task which, though Hi^es comnieBced, he wM 
prevented ffom cenpltliiig by bis fnend'f chang* 
9f pnrpoie. 

On the prose of Hughes i am inelined to be* 
atow nore praiae than on his poetry. Besides 
his Tatlers, Spectators, and Gwdians, wkoae 
merki I shall notice at some tenglh in a succeed^ 
ingpage, he wrote, at the age of twenty-four, aa 
ffifiay «i iki Fktumr qf bemg Deeetped, and, at 
snbaequent periods d h» life, an JRutig^ cm siW 
Projmiim qf i%le; two Dialogues of die Dead^ 
in iflftitation of Tonte»elle ; a Pf^fkct to a trans* 
lation of Boccalini j a Prrface to Kenneths His* 
lory of England ; the Lay-Monastery, a perio^ 
dieal IHiper ; a Disconrse on Allegorical Boelry | 
and Charon, or the Ferry Boca, a Vision, in in»« 
ta^on of the manner of Lucian. In aM tfiese 
there is discoverable not only a pure, perspi- 
cnou^ and graceful style, but also nmKh sound 
asnac» lanrning, and in^^enuity, accompanied, as 
ia all tus publication^ with the strong impres* 
aton of an amiable and beneyolent heart. 

He discharged the duty of an Editor, in the 
pdbiieation of the Works of Spenser,^ wi th con- 
siderable taste and ability ; " a work,'' says 
Johnson, '' for which he was well qualified, as a 
judge of the beauties d wnting, but perfaiq>s 
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wmnted an antiquwry's knowledge of the obt^ete 
woi^ds */* The study of onr anci^ftt litefattfM 
was but little cuitiyated at the period of thia edi* 
ikm ; and, consequently, the glossai^ annexed 
lb it is scanty and unsatiafactory. That Hugfaee 
feh and understood the genius ^Spenser, is ert* 
^nt from mMiy of his lemaiigs on the Fairy 
Queen, and on tiie nailare of allegorical poetry ; 
but he was defkiettt in the peculiar erudition 
necessary to detect and open the sources from 
which this hard of chiTaJry and romance drew 
(ms imagety and allusions. It was not, indeed, 
until the publication of the Observaiimf of War* 
htm on Ihis poet, that the proper mode of illus* 
trating his language, his literature^ and beauties, 
was chalked out ; and it is to be regretted that 
the Laurent, instead of publishing his detached 
criticisms, did not &Tour the world wi& a new 
edition and continued commentary f. 

Hughes has more merit as a translator of poe« 
try, than as sm original poet. To a correct judg* 
ment, and a critical knowledge of the ancient hin- 
giiiagies,he added an accurate earfor the harmony 

* Liyes of the Poets, voL ii. p. 145. 

•f" I amhapf f to learn, tiiat a new e^tion of Spenaer is 
propariiig for t^ pre«» by Mv. Todd, tbe ipganiows editor 
<)f Milton. To his wall-]Q¥>wn taste and intimacy with our 
ancient classics, the admirers of this great bard may look 
Ibrward for mwA entertMnmeDt and iAformation. 
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ef numbers^ and sufficient diligence togive the limae 
iabor.to all that he underUx^. If, in hh attempts 
upon Horace, which were published so early as 
1702, he is too loose and paraphrastic, his version 
ei Ovit^s Pyramui end Ihisbe, is truly elegant and 
exact, and i^R>rds the English reader a very com* 
pelent idea of perhaps the most pleasing tale m 
the collection of the Roman Poet. 

About the year 1712, Tonson Uie faodueller> 
who was desirous of pfocuring a translation of 
the FhtandUa qf Luam, attempted to engage se-^ 
▼eral literary men in the undertaking, and among 
others appMed to our author. Hughes accepted 
the inTitati<Ni, and selected the tenth book for his 
share of the poem. This he soon finished with 
great fidelity and spirit ; but, his coadjutors want- 
ing either industry or ability to complete their 
engagements, the design was dropped, and, per* 
haps fortunately for the fame of Lucan, where so 
many persons of very unequal talents were em- 
ployed, reserved for the pen of Rowe. 

Thou^ Hughes has translated little from the 
Greek, except a few iragments from Orpheus, 
and some passages from Anacreon, Pindar, and 
Euripides, he was well versed even in the minu- 
tiae of that copious language, and was a great ad- 
mirer and encourager of Mr. Pope^s version of 
Homer. To the bard^f Twickenham, indeed^ 
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with whom he ^yer preserved the most cordial 
irieudship, he had^ some years anterior to the 
publication of his translation, given some poetical 
advice relative to the conduct of that work, and 
to the plan which he should pursue with regard 
to pecuniary compensation. By those who were 
acquainted with Pope's economy and prudence, 
and with his love of accumulation, the following 
advice vnll not probably be thought either very 
requisite, or very useful : 

O thOQ, who with a happy genius horn. 
Canst taneftil Terse in flowing numbers turn, 
Crown'd on thy Windsor's plains with early hays, 
Be early mse, nor trutt to barren pram. 
Blind was the bard that sung Achilles' rage. 
He sung and begg'd, and curs'd th' ungiving age ; 
If Britain his translated song would hear. 

First take the gold ^then charm the listening ear. 

So shall thy father Homer smile to see 

His pension paid,-— though late, and paid to thee 4^. 

• In prose, the efforts of our author, as a trans- 
lator, were more frequent and elaborate than in 
the department of poetry. The delicacy of his 
constitution almost necessarily rendered him stu- 
dious and sedentary; and his known familiarity 
vdth the best modern writers of France and 
Italy, and the celebrity which attached to his 
name, as a man of taste and extensive literary 

* Hughes^s Works, vol. ii. p. 90. 
VOL. 111. D 
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eonnectittBS^ induced the bookaeUers to coaaider 
hi* aifistence at kitrodocfiTe of a rapid sale* At 
the rr«|iiest of ToaaoQ, therefore^ he pobWhed, itt 
1708, a ^nioa of Foatendle's Diaiogues qf ^ 
Dead; to theie he added two Diak)gue% written 
by himaelC the interloeutois of which are Lucios 
JuahisBnitiis, and Atigttfltos Caesar; Empedocks 
and Locyio Vannii. 

In the year following he translated the l&NBfr* 
thrope qf Moliere, one of the most esteemed come* 
dies of that original writer, and in 17 12, the Aibc 
Vertoi*s Hiitoty qf the JUvohUim (^PoriugaL He 
afterwards obliged the public with versions of 
Fontenelle's Discourse concerning the Ancients and 
Modems, and of J%e LeUers qf Ahelard and 
Heloise, 

The diction of Hughes in all these attempts is, 
in general, neat, pure, and perspicuous ; and he 
has usually expressed the «ense of his author with 
accuracy and precision. It does not appear that 
in ^cecuting these works he aimed at higher 
excellence; and he was, probably, inconsiderate 
in his choice of Fontenelle, whose chief merit 
consists in those beauties of style which are 
nearly, or altogether, evanescent during the pro* 
cess of transB^ssion. 

Hughes, notwithstanding all his literary exer- 
tions, and his official employBient in the ord- 



,y Google 



SIOGKAPHICAL AND CKITICAL SKETCHIS« 85 

&aiice> was by no means in easy civcuinsttnces^ 
mnd, as his expenees and desire were ongnkuriy 
aidderale and tempento, it would appeav^ that 
ilis virtoes and his merits were nol sofficttntly 
IpMiwn and ralaed. At length, hAwever, his t»* 
lents and repntattoii attracted the atfwtien ef 
Itord Cowper; vidwhen, npen the accession of 
George the Ilrst, this Aobleman wis called to re* 
some the office of chancellor, he fprgol not the 
"wants of his Mend, but shortly afterwards pre*- 
aeuted him with the place of secretary to the 
commissions of the peace i a situation of gr^it 
profit^ and which^ when Cerwper resigned the 
seals, was conUnoed to him by Lord Macctes- 
fteld> at the earnest request of his predecessor. 

1^ enjoyment of aAuencewaSy alas! no part 
of tiie destiny of Hnghes. At the period of hw 
aqppointment in 1717, his health was in arery 
infirm state ; and his complaints termmating in a 
pnhnonary consumption, he expired on F^yruary 
liie 17th, 1719-20,011 the rery night on which 
bis pky of T%e Siege qf Damascus was brought 
fcrward on the stage. His mental lacu]ties> as is 
frequently .^e case in this destructire disease, 
remained to the fcu9t nearly entire ; he had de- 
dicated his tragedy, but ten days prerious to his 
death, to Lord Cowper, and received intelligence 
of its favourable reception only a few hours bo- 
d2 
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fore he ceased to exist. The information waf 
heard, however, with perfect indifference ; to the 
christian, who is momentarily expecting to stand 
in the presence of his Redeemer, all sublunary 
concerns must appear comparatively worthless 
and insignificant ; and the piety of Hughes was 
such, that every lingering energy was fixed on 
the eternity just opening to receive him. 

From the pen of one who was intimately ac« 
quainted with our author ; who loved his virtues, 
and had too much honesty of heart to exceed the 
strict measure of truth, I shall add some parti- 
culars of his disposition and character. 

" Mr. Hughes," says Sir Richard Steele, "could 
hardly ever be said to have enjoyed health ; but 
was, in the very best of his days, a valetudina- 
rian. If those who are sparing of giving praise 
to any virtue without extenuation of it, should 
say that his youth was chastised into the severity, 
and preserved in the innocence for which he was 
conspicuous, from the infirmity of his constitu- 
tion, they will be under new difficulty when they 
hear that he had none of those faults to which ill 
state of health ordinarily subjects the rest of 
mankind. His incapacity for more frolic diver- 
sions never made him peevish or sour to those 
whom he saw in *them ; but his humanity was 
such, that he could partake and shate those plea- 
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sures he beheld others enjoy^ withoat repining 
that he himself could not join in them. No ; he 
made a true use of an ill constitution, and formed 
his mind to the living under it with as much sa- 
tisfaction as it could admit of. His intervals of 
ease were employed in drawing, designing, or else 
in music or poetry ; for he had not only a taste, 
but an ability of performance to a great excel- 
lence, in those arts which entertain the mind 
within the rules of the severest morality, and the 
strictest dictates of religion. He did not seem 
to wish for more than he possessed even as to his 
health, but to contemn sensuality as a sober man 
does drunkenness ; he was so far from envying, 
that he pitied the jollities that were enjoyed by 
a more happy constitution. He could converse 
with the most sprightly without peevishness; and 
sickness itself had no other effect upon him, than 
to make him look upon all violent pleasures as 
evils he had escaped without the trouble of 

avoiding. Peace be with thy remains, thou 

amiable spiiit ! but I talk in the language of our 
weakness. That is flown to the regions of day 
and immortality, and relieved from the aching 
engine and painful instrument of anguish and 
sorrow, in which, for a long and tedious few 
years, he panted with a lively hope for his pre- 
sent condition. We shall consign the trunk, i^ 
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ifhiah he wHs so long imptbott^d, to commoa 
eirth, with all that i$ due to the merit of its late 

It may be VBeAil to femark> that the moral cha>- 
raeter of Hughes forlns a perfect contrast with 
that of Budgell ; for while the fbrmer was dis- 
tiugtiished for modesty, meekness, and dcAtent- 
ilient^ the latter was equally remarkable Ibr 
Vanity, irascibility, aAd ambition» 

If in their UTes they were thus conti^asted, in 
their deaths they were still more widely opposed; 
in the one^ we behold the resignation, the hopes, 
the blessedness of Christianity; in the other, th^ 
freney of despair, the contemner of religion^ the 
slayer of himself! 

Next to Budgell, Hughes contributed to the 
Tatler, Spectator, and Guahiian, the greatest 
number of letters and papers. His assistance in 
the Tatler, however^ was but trifling, compared 
with liiat which he afforded to its immedii^ «uc* 
cessor. On the authority of Mr. Duncombe f , 
two letters in the Tatler, signed Josiah Couplet» 
in W 04i and Will ZViirtjr, in N'73^ and N** 1 IS, 
have been ascribed to our author ; to these the 
editors of the Tatler in 4toI8^ octayo, 1797, think 
themselves warranted in adding the letter ta 

♦ Vide Theatre, K« 15. 

t TidAHugbsi^iCoRefpoiMteace. 
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M"" 6(1, stgaed Pkikmthropa$; tbe letter in N"* 70» 
dated September theiSth; the kttmr i]iN^76> 
and that in N"" 194^ coafaiittijig an allegory Ami 
Spenser. 

The epifitokiy correspondeace <^ Hughes ia 
the Tatier is chiefly employed ia aiding the at* 
lack of Steele on the formidaUe body of gamer 
aters and sharpers, which at tiMtt titte infested 
sJma8t«¥erypartofthemetropolis« N^llS>which 
iscliidesthe Inventory of a Beam, is rich ia hn* 
mouT;, and in its style a rery happy imitation of 
the Addfsonkn manner. The following passo^ 
in this carious inventory having fomished the 
editors of the edition of 1797 with a very enter- 
taining note on tbe variations of dreas> which par- 
tkiUstfly alludes to our anthor, I shall trasiserihe 
it, together with die commentary. Amoog die 
artacks, says Hughes, was 

^* A large glass^ase, containii^ die hnen and 
clothes of the deceased; among whkh ara^ two 
emhroidered suits, a pocket perspective, a doaen 
pair of red-heeled shoes, three pair of nd silk 
stockings, and an amber>-headed cane.'' 

Tt is entertaining to observe^'' remark the 
editors,, ''the curious v^iriattons in articles of 
dress among people of feshlEin in our own and 
former ^mes. The Rev. Mr* John Ihmoombe> 
the only son of Mr.Hogbes'i? only sister, had ^ 
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picture of Mr. John Hughes, the author of this 
paper^ when aged abont twenty, in which he was 
represented in a full trimmed blue suit, with 
scarlet stockings rolled aboye his knee, a large 
white peruke, and a flute half an ell long. The 
ornament of black garters, buckled under the 
knee, is noted in N^ 155, as an oddity in the 
wearer, who is held up to ridicule for perseyering 
in an antiquated fashion. Shoulder-knots are 
mentioned as obsolete in N^ 1 5 1 . Mr. How'd^ye- 
call's old fashioned buttons are censured in N^21 ; 
and Sir Will. Whitlocke is nick-named Will Shoe- 
string in N^ 38, for his singularity in wearing 
shoe-strings so long afier the era of shoe-buckles, 
which commenced in the reign of Charles II, 
though ordinary people, and such as affected 
plainness in their dress, wore strings in their 
shoes afler that period* About the end of the 
year 1787, shoe-strings came again into fashion, 
and are now so well established, that most young 
men of fashion have at least one pair of shoes 
with shoe-ties. In the interval while this fashion 
was struggling for acceptance, it was not un- 
common to see a fine young gentleman with a 
buckle in one shoe and a string in the other*.'' 
In the Spectator, twelve letters, eleven entire 
numbers, and part the first of 1^230, were, 
* Tatler, vol. ii. p. 506. 
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liiere is every reason to suppose^ the compoation 
of Hughes. Among the multitude of letters to 
be found in this popular paper^ those of Hughes 
hold a very distinguished place for their ease> 
vivacity^ and humour. The majority of them is 
employed on subjects relative to the Fair Sex, 
and treats their foibles, dress, and caprices, their 
beauty, virtues, and accomplishments, with spor- 
tive raillery or graceful admonition. On the Art 
€(f imprtycittg Beauty, he has given us two epistles 
in Nos. 33, and 5^, and two in N** Q6, on the Fwie- 
breeding of Ladies, N** 104 contains a letter on 
the Riding-habits qf Ladies, from the tenor of 
which it would seem that this equestrian dress 
had been but just imported, and that the appear- 
ance of a belle in this new fashioned garb ex- 
cited in the mind of the Spectator both astonish- 
ment and indignation. *' These mixtures of dress,'' 
he observes, ^' if they should be more frequent 
than they are at present, would look like turning 
our public assemblies into a general masquerade. 
•The model of this Amazonian hunting-habit for 
ladies, was, as 1 take it, first imported from 
France, and well enough expresses the gaiety of 
a people who are taught to do any thing, so it be 
-with an assurance ; but I cannot help thinking it 
4i(s aukwardly yet on our English modesty. The 
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pettkoit is a kind of lincumbrance upon it, and 
if the AmasoQS shoiikl think fit to go on in this 
phmder of oar sex's ornaments^ they ought to add 
to their spoils^ and compkle their triumph over 
Qs^ by wearing the breeches/' At a period when 
the ridmg'habit has become as familiar as any 
other mode of female dress, my ^fair readers will 
probably smile at the r^roof and apprehensions 
of the Spectator ; time has ascertained its utility 
as a traTelKng dresg> and, I beltere, neither the 
chastity nor the modesty of the sex has suffered 
by the experiment. Could our amiable mora^ 
)ist revisit the light of day, he would hare infi«> 
nitely more reason to be shocked at the present 
Gallic iashiiHi of going nearly naked, than at the 
warm corerii^ of broad cloth usurped by the 
beauties of his day. 

Jke eh^uoKe qf tears and fakning /is, when 
practised by a fiiscinating and artful woman, 
has famished I&ighes with the subject of a pleas- 
ing and huQiorous letter in 1^252; and in N* 
S06 he has inserted another, signed Part^niasa, 
on the loss of beauty and its consequences by Ibe 
raTages of the small-pox. ^^ The real person al- 
luded U>/^ says Mr. John Duncombe, *' imder the 
fictitious name of Parthenissa, was a Bliss Botbi»w 
ham, sister to the second lady of |be sixtiiLoid 
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Effingham, and afterwards married to the Rer* 
Mr. Wyatt, master of Felsted-school in Essex ♦.'* 

To the efforts of Steele and Addison to reform 
and purify the stage, Hughes contributed his 
assistance in a letter in N^ 141, containing some 
Tery judicious censures on the Lancashire Witches 
ofsHAt>w£LL; a comedy then popular, and not 
imiy abounding in absurd attempts to imitate the 
i^itchcraft of Shakspeare, but in scenes of gross 
ribaldry, and in which, as the critic remarks, the 
poet sacrificed the best part of the audience to 
the worst ; and neglected the boxes to write for 
tlie orange-wenches. 

The remaining epistles of Hughes are, on Me^ 
chankal Contrivances far the Manxfaetwre qf Verses^ 
in N^ 220; on Excessive Baseness hrfore PMic 
Assembiies/mli'' 2%\i on the Machinations qf For^ 
tunc^iimters, in N^SSl ; and on the h^udicious ib* 
ierpoUakm cf Standard Sermons in the Pu^, in 

Of the eleven numben written by Hughes in 
the Spectator, three belong to the province of 
criticism, six to that of ethics, and two are de* 
voted to religious subjects. 

As a critic, Hughes has shewn considerable 
judgment and taste in his edition of Spenser; 
and some years anterior to its publication, which 
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did not take place until 17 15^ he endeavoured to 
attract the attention of the public to this great 
but neglected poet, by a paper in the Tatler 
which we have abready alluded to, and by N® 5W, 
in the Spectator*. As in the former he had 
given the public a paraphrase of one of the most 
beautiful of his allegories, in the latter he has 
entered into the . general merits of the plan and 
conduct of the Fairy Queen. 

On the Rules for Pronunciation and Action, 
our author has delivered some sensible remarics 
in N*541, and illustrated them by apposite quo- 
tations from English dramas; and in N^ 554, he 
has contributed an essay of great excellence on 
the Improvement of Crenius. The characters of 

BACON, BOYLB, NEWTON, and LEONARDO DA VINCI, 

are sketched in this instructive paper with much 
discrimination; and the concluding remarks, on 
the love of glory, and on its influence over the 
minds of cicero and pliny the younger, are 
equally just and interesting. 

The ethical and religious papers of Hughes, 
are some of the most valuable in the Spectator, 
and display no small share of acute reasoning, of 
lively imagination, and knowledge of human 
life. N° 91 is a spirited and entertaining paper on 

* These two papers on Spenser, are only suspected by 
the annotators to have been written by Hughes, 



,y Google 



BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHES. 45 

the ridiculous rivalship of a mother and daughter^ 
under the names oiMavia SLndHonoria, N** 224 
contains an elegant and well written essay on 
the Universality qf Ambition, the conclusion of 
-which i^ould be impressed upon the minds of 
erery parent and tutor. 

" The man who is fitted out by nature/* he 
observes, '^and sent into the world with great 
abilities, is capable of doing great good or mis- 
chief in it. It ought therefore to be the care of 
educatibnrto infuse into the untainted youth early 
notices of justice and honour, that so the possible 
advantages of good parts may not take an evil 
turn, nor be perverted to base and unworthy 
purposes. It is the business of religion and phi- 
losophy not so much to extinguish our passions, 
as to regulate and direct them to valuable well- 
chosen objects. When these have pointed out 
to us which course we may lawfully steer, it is no 
harm to set out all our sail; if the storms and 
tempests of adversity should rise upon us, and 
not suffer us to make the haven where we would 
be, it will however prove no small consolation to 
us in these circumstances, that we have neither 
mistaken our course, nor fallen into calamities' of 
our own procuring. 

" Religion therefore (were we to consider it 
no farther than as it interposes in the af&irs of 
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thb life,) is hi^ly Tidnable, mnd worthy of great 
iroitfriktioa; at h settles the yarious pfetenstons^ 
and «theiwise inlurferiiig interests of mcHrtal 
me** and thereby consults the WnMny and 
Older of the great commnmty; as it gives a mm 
room to play his part» and exert his abilities; as 
it animates to actions tmly laudable in thenw 
selves, in their efiects beneficial to soeiety ; as it 
inspires rational ambition, correct love, and cfei. 
gant desire/' 

Of our author's ability in the combination and 
conduct of incident, the Pkture qf Distrem in 
N^ 375« in the story qf Jwmnda, presents a yery 
happy instance; its best eulogium is, that tt ie 
imposttble lo read it without tears. 

The observations on Cotffifgal Losge, in N* 525, 
and on the Digm^ qf Hwnan Nature, in N^ 537, 
are worthy of our elegant moralist. In the latter 
he has trandated part of the snbhme and pathetic 
close of Cicero's Essay on Old Age ; a passage of 
such exquisite beauty in the original, and so 
strongly expressive of the great orator's hope of 
immortality, that I cannot ayoid quoting a por- 
tion of it in the rery words of the Roman who, 
in the person of Cato addressing his friend ScijHo, 
thus delivers his opinion : 

" Sed nescio qnomodo anianis erigensse pos- 
ter itatem semper ita prospiciebnt, quasi, cum ex* 
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cessisset e vita, turn deaique yictunis efset : quod 
qiiid^n ni ita se haberet> ut animi immortakfl 
easent, baud optimi cnjusque animus maziaie ad 
immortaUtatis gloriam niteretur. Quid, quod 
aapientiasiintts quisque sequissimo animo moritur^ 
stultissimus iniquiasimo ?*— Nonne Tobk yidetar 
animus is^ qui plus ceraat et longius^ videre ae « 
ad melioraprofieisci: iile autem, cui oblosior sit 
acies^ noa videre } Equidem ^feror studio patret 
^6atros, quos colui et dilexi; Tidendi^ neque yeio 
eos solos conyenire ayeo^ quos ipse cogaoyi ; sed 
Hlos e^un, de quibus audiyi^ et legi> et ipse con« 
scr^psi.— O praeclarum diem^ cum ad illud 
divinum animorum conffiliuiH coetumque proficts- 
car ! cumque ex hac turba et colluyione disee- 
dam ! proficiscar enm non ad eos solum yiros^ 
de qaibus ante dixi ; sed etiam ad Catonem meum^ 
quo nemo yir melior natus est, nemo pietate prie* 
fiitantior, cujus a me corpus crematam est : quod 
contea decuit ab illo meum ; animus yero non me 
deserensy sed respectans^ in ea profecto loca dis* 
cessity quo mihi ipsi cemebat esse yeniendum : 
quern ego meum casum fortiter ferre yisus sum ; 
noo quod aequo animo ferrem ; sed me ipse con- 
aolabar, existimaas non longinquum inter nos di« 
gressum^ et diseessum fore/' 

The yersion of Hugbes is correct and ener* 
getic: 
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" But, I know not how, my soul bas a^ay9 
raised itself, and looked forward on f^ixxtity, in 
this Tiew and expectation, that when it shall de^ 
part out of life, it shall then liye for ever; and if 
this were not true, that the mind is immortal, the 
soul of the most worthy would not above all others 
• have the strongest impulse to glory. 

*' What besides this is the cause that the wisest 
men die with the greatest equanimity, the igno- 
rant with the greatest concern ? Does it not seem 
that those minds which have the most extensive 
views, foresee they are removing to a happier 
condition, which those of a narrow sight do not 
perceive? I, for my part, am transported with 
the hope of seeing your ancestors, whom I have 
honoured, and loved, and am earnestly desirous 
of meeting not only these excellent persons whom 
I have known, but those of whom I have heard 
and read, and of whom I myself have written ; 
nor would Ibe detained from so pleasing a jour- 
ney. O h&ppy day, when I shall escape from 
this crowd, this heap of pollution, and be ad- 
mitted to that divine assembly of exalted spirits ! 
when I shall go not only to those great persons I 
have named, but to my Cato, my son, than whcnn 
a better man was never born, and whose funeral 
rites I myself performed, whereas he ought ra- 
ther to have attended mine. Yet has not his sout 
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deseited me, but, seeming to. cast back a look on 
me, is gone before to those habitations to which 
it was sensible I should follow him. And though 
I might appear to have borne my loss with cou- 
rage, I was not unaffected with it ; but I com- 
£>rted myself in the assurance, that it would not 
be long before we should meet again, and be 
dtT.orced no more.'* 

In N^ 467, Hughes is supposed to have paid a 
tribute of gratitude and respect to his illustrious 
friend and patron. Lord Cowper; for whom the 
character of manihus, from a strong resemblance 
to that accomplished nobleman, in its leading 
fedinre, appears to have been designed. 

The £8says on the Immortality of the Soul, and 
on Divine Providence, in Nos. 210 and 237, exhibit 
the piety of Hughes in a pleasing light. In the 
paper on Proyidence in particular, he has ar- 
ranged the arguments for the constant superin- 
tendance of the Deity with great perspicuity and 
force ; and he has happily illustrated his reflec- 
tions by an apologue founded on a Jewish tradi- 
tion. 

To the Guardian our author furnished but one 
essay in N** 37, which is an ingenious and moral 
criticism on Othello, and the passion of Jealousy ; 
to which he has annexed, as a still further in- 
stancy of its frequently dreadful consequences, 

VOL. III. E 
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a very tragic event which occurred in Spain^ and 
of whose authenticity he ventures to assure the 
reader. To this number, in the late editions^ 
have been added three letters on loquacity and 
masquerading, intended by Hughes for the Guar- 
dian, and which were first published in Dun- 
combe's Collection of Letters, printed in 1772. 

All the periodical Essays of Hughes are writ- 
ten in a style which is, in general, easy, correct, 
and elegant ; they occasionally exhibit wit and 
humour; and they uniformly tend to inculcate the 
best precepts moral, prudential, and religious. 

3. George Berkeley, D. D. the celebrated 
Bishop of Cloy ne in Ireland, was the son of Wil- 
liam Berkeley of Thomastown, in the county of 
Kilkenny, and was bom on the twelfth of March, 
1684, at Kilcrin, near the native town of his fa^ 
ther.' After receiving a competent education at 
Kilkenny school, under the care of Dr. Hinton, 
he was entered, at the age of fifteen, a pensioner 
of Trinity College, Dublin, under the tuition of 
Dr. Hall ; and, on the 9th of June, 1707, he was 
admitted a fellow. 

In the same year that he attained this promo- 
tion in his college, he published his first literary 
effort, entitled, Aritkmetica absque Algebra aut 
Euclide denionstraia ; a little tract which he had 
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written at the age of twenty, and which strongly 
eyiuces an early partiality for mathematical sci* 
ence^ and the subtleties of metaphysical discus- 
sion. 

It may be considered as an able prelude to his 
elaborate work on " The Theory of Vision/* 
which made its appearance in 1709, and is the 
first attempt, observes Mr. Nicholson, " to dis* 
tinguish the immediate operations of the senses 
from the conclusions we habitually deduce from 
our sensations. The author clearly shews, that 
the connection between the sight and touch is 
the effect of habit ; insomuch that a person born 
blind, and suddenly made to see, would at first 
be utterly unable to foretel how the objects of 
sight would affect the sense of touch ; or, in- 
deed, whether they were tangible or not; and that 
until experience had repeatedly taught him what 
events were concomitant with his sensations, he 
would be incapable of forming any notion of 
proximity or distance ♦.'* These positions, which 
threw new light upon the nature of vision, and 
explained many phenomena in optics before 
deemed inexplicable, were singularly confirmed 
by the well-known case in Cheselden's Anatomy, 
of the young man who was born blind and couch- 
ed at the age of fourteen years. 

* Aikin's Geueral Biography, vol. ii. p. 127. 
E 2 
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The year following this successfiil effort he 
published " The Principles of Human Know- 
ledge '" an attempt to disprove the existence of 
matter, and to demonstrate that all material ob- 
jects are not external to, but exist in, the mind, 
and are, in short, merely impressions made upon 
it by the immediate power and influence of the 
Deity, who in this, as in every othei; agency; 
acts by certain rules, usually termed laws of na- 
ture, and from which he seldom, if ever, deviates. 
To this steady adherence of the Almighty to the 
laws that he has promulgated, we owe the reality of 
things, the ideas of which as perceived by sense; 
are thus so effectually distinguished from such as 
are the mere product of the mind itself, or of 
dreams, that no greater danger of confounding 
them can occur on this theory than on the com- 
mon hypothesis of the external existence of 
matter. 

This theory, which is, in fact, but an exten- 
siou of Mr. Locke's niode of reasoning, may be 
traced to the writings of Aristotle. '' It was the 
doctrine of Aristotle/' says Dr. Reid, " that, as 
our Sjenses cannot perceive external material ob- 
jects themselves, they receive their species; that 
is, their images or forms, without the matter; as 
wax receives the form of the seal, without any 
of the matter of it. These images or forms, are 
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called sensible species ; and are the objects only 
of the sensitive part of the mind ; but by varioiis 
internal powers they are retained, refined, and 
spidtualized, so as to become objects of memory 
and imagination ; and, at last, of pure intellec- 
tion. When they. are objects of memory and 
imagination, they get the names of phantasms* 
When, by further refinement, and being stripped 
of their particularities, they become objects of 
science, they are called intelligible species : so that 
every immediate object, whether of sense, of me- 
mory, of imagination, or of reasoning, must be 
some phantasm, or species, in the mind itself. — 
'* These shadows or images," continues the Doc- 
%0T, *' by the ancients called species^ forms , phan- 
tasms, since the time of Des Cartes, have com^ 
monly been called ideas, and by Mr. Hume, 
invpressions *." 

The ideal philosophy of Aristotle, of Des 
Cartes, of Locke, of Berkeley, and of Hume, and 
which agrees in denying the iinmediate percep- 
tion of external objects, and i^ ajSirn(iing that the 
object perceived must be some image or phan- 
tasm present to the mind, h,as been completely 
overturned by the writings of Dr. Reid and Du- 
gald Stewart. Fronx the last-mentioned author, 
, I shall extract a passage, which places in a clear 
^ Reid on the Ii\teUe<;tu|il Powers of Man, p. 25—117. 
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point of view the £dlacy of the commonly re« 
ceived doctrine. 

*' When a person little accnstomed to meta- 
physical speculations is told^ that, in the case of 
Volition^ there are certain invisible fluids, pro- 
pagated from the mind to te organ which is 
moved ; and that, in the case of perception, the 
existence and qualities of the external object are 
made known to us by means of species, or phan- 
tasmSy or images, which are present to the mind 
in thesensorium ; he is apt to conclude, that the 
intercourse between mind and matter is much 
less mysterious than he had supposed ; and that, 
although these expressions may not convey to 
him any very distinct meaning, their import is 
perfectly understood by philosophers. It is now, 
I think, pretty generally acknowledged by phy- 
siologists, that the influence of the will over the 
body, is a mystery which has never yet been 
unfolded; but, singular as it may appear. Dr. 
Reid was the first person who had courage to lay 
completely aside all the common hypothetical 
language concerning perception, and to exhibit 
the difficulty in ail its magnitude, by a plain 
statement of the &ct. To what then, it may be 
asked, does this statement amount? — Merely to 
this ; that the mind is so formed, that certain im- 
pressions produced on our organs of sense by 
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external objects^ are followed by correspondent 
sensations; and that these sensations (which 
have no more resemblance to the qualities of 
matter, than the words of a language have to the 
things they denote) are followed by a percep- 
tion of the existence and qualities of the bodies 
by which the impressions are made; that all the 
steps of this process are equally incomprehensi- 
ble ; and that, for any thing we can prore to the 
contrary, the connexion between the sensation 
and the perception, as well as that between the 
impression and the sensation, may be both arbi- 
trary ; that it is therefore by no means impossi- 
ble, that our sensations may be merely the occa- 
sions on which the correspondent perceptions are 
excited ; and that, at any rate, the consideration 
of these sensations, which are attributes of mind, 
can throw no light on the manner in which we 
acquire our knowledge of the existeiv^e and qua- 
lities of body. From this view of the subject, 
it follows, that it is external objects themselves, 
and not any species or images of these objects, 
tbat the mind perceives ; 9^d that, although, by 
the constitution of our nature, certain sensations 
are rendered the constant antecedents of our 
perceptions, yet it is just as difficult to explain 
how our perceptions are obtained by their means^ 
as it would be upon the supposition, that the 
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mind were all at once inspired with them^ with- 
out any concomitant sensations whatever *." 

Berkeley^ by pushing home to all their conse- 
sequences the arguments of I^ibnitz and Locke, 
and by presuming to trace the origin of powers 
of which we are almost necessarily ignorant, and 
for the investigation of which we have no data 
to found our enquiries upon, was gradually led 
to doubt of the existence of matter, and appa- 
rently to oppose the evidence of common sense, 
and the very principles of human conviction* I 
say apparently; for it is a mistake, to suppose 
that he was sceptical enough to reject the testi- 
mony of his senses, or to deny the reality of his 
sensations— he disputed not the effects but the 
causes of our sensations, and was therefore in- 
duced to inquire whether these causes took their 
birth from matter external to ourselves, or pro- 
ceeded merely from impressions on the mind 
through the immediate immaterial agency of the 
Deity. 

The talent, the elegance, and metaphysical 
acuteness of our author's productions, very strong- 
ly attracted the attention of the public ; and, 
in February, 17 13, he visited London for the pur7 
pose of printing a Defence of his System of Im- 

* Elements of the Philosophy of the Human Mind, 
p. 91, 92, second edition. 
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materialism, under the title of *' Dialc^es be- 
tween Hylas and Philonous ♦/' 

To great compass of learning, and great bril- 
liancy of ima^nation, were added> in the cha- 
racter of Berkeley, the most undeviating virtue, 
the most amiable disposition, and the most pre- 
possessing manners. Thus gifted, he very rapidly 
acquired, and very uniformly retained, numerous 
and valuable friends. Among these were Sir 
Kichard Steele and Dr. Swift; who, though dif- 
fering widely in political opinion, were united 
in loving and admiring the virtues and the ta- 
lents of their philosophic friend. Sir Richard, 
who had just commenced the Guardian, was 
happy to secure au assistant in Berkeley; to 
whom, upon very good authority, it is said he 
gave a guinea and a dinner for every paper that 
he contributed. To the patronage of Sir Ri- 
chard, he was early indebted for an intimacy 
with Pope, which was never broken; and by 
Swift he was introduced to Lord Berkeley of 
Stratton, as a relation of that nobleman, and with 
the humorous recommendation, that he was good 

* The year preceding the puhlieation of these Dialogues, 
he had printed three sermons in support of the doctrine of 
passive obedience ; a subject to which he was led by the 
perusal of Locke's Two Treatises of Oovemment, They 
-were the cause, some time afterwalnds, through the medium 
of Mr. Molyneux, of introducing him to Queen Caroline. 
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for something. The Dean likewise presented him 
to the Earl of Peterborough, and mentioned him 
with such encomia, that when this nobleman 
was appointed Embassador to the King of Sicily, 
and the Italian States, in November, 1713, he se- 
lected Mr. Berkeley to accompany him as his 
chaplain and secretary *• 

From this tour he returned to England with 
his Lordship in Aug. 1714, and about six weeks 

* " It may not be amiss," says the writer of our an- 
thor's Life in the Biographia Britannica, " to record a little 
incident that befel Mr. Berkeley, daring this tour, in the 
city of Leghorn ; with the relation of which he used some- 
times to make himself merry among his friends. Basil 
Kennett, the aiithor of the Roman Antiquities, was then 
chaplain to the English fectory at Leghorn, the only pkoe 
in Italy where the English service is tolerated by the go- 
vernment. This gentleman requested Mr. Berkeley to 
preach for him one Sunday. The day following, as Berke- 
ley was sitting in his chamber, a procession of priests in 
surplices, and with all other formalities, entered the room, 
and without taking the least notice of tlie wondering inha- 
bitant, marched quite round it, muttering certain prayers. 
His fears immediately suggested to him that this could be 
no other than a visit from the Inquisition, who had beard 
of his officiating before heretics without licence, the day 
before. As soon as they were gone, he ventured with 
much caution to enquire into the cause of tliis extraordit. 
nary appearance, and was happy to be inf(nrmed, that this 
was the season appointed by the Romish Calendar for so- 
lemnly blessing the houses of all good catholics from rats 
and other vermin ; a piece of intelligence which changed 
his terror into mirth,'' 
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afterwards was aeiced with a fever. Arbuthnot 
attended \am, and speaking e€ his convalescence 
in a letter to Swi^ dated October 19, 1714, be- 
traj^ in an equal degree, his ignorance of his 
patient's philosophy, and his own propensity to 
ludicrous pleasantry ; '' Poor philosopher Berke- 
ley,'' says be, " has now the idea of health, which 
-was very hard to produce in him ; for he had an 
idea of a strange fever on him so strong, that it 
was very hard to destroy it by introducing a 
contrary one." 

As the dismission of Queen Anne's ministers, 
^^ich had taken place during our author's ab- 
sence, had dissipated his hopes of preferment in 
that quarter, he very readily accepted an offer 
of making the Tour of Europe with Mr. Ashe, 
son of the bishop of Clogher. As tutor to this 
gentleman, he passed four years upon the conti- 
nent or its islands, and visited many places not 
usually included in what is termed the grand 
tour. Apulia, Calabria, and the island of Sicily, 
particularly attracted his attention', and of this 
last country he had compiled a natural history^ 
the loss of which, in its passage to Naples, must 
be regretted by -every friend to elegant descrip- 
tion and curious enquiry. 

At Paris, where, upon this second excursion, 
he had leisure to indulge his thirst of literature 
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and science, he took the first opportunity of waiu 
ing upon the celebrated metaphysician Pere 
Mallebranche ; a visit which in its effects uufbrr 
tunately proved fatal to the French philosopher. 
Mallebranche had laboured fof some time under 
an inflammation of his lungs, and, when Berkeley 
appeared before him, was assiduously employed 
in cooking in a small pipkin a medicine for his 
complaint. As the system of Berkeley was. fa-^ 
miliar to the Frenchman through the medium of 
translation, he seized with avidity the unexpected 
opportunity of conversing with its author on the 
subject, and, entering with warmth into the dis* 
cussion, disputed with so much energy and en* 
thusiasm, that the exertion of voice rapidly en- 
creased his disorder, and, in a few days, death 
closed the career of the virtuous and venerable 
Mallebranche. 

Berkeley revisited England in 1721, and, soon 
after his arrival in London, printed, during the 
same year, a tract De Motu, that he had written 
at Lyons on his return homeward, and of which 
he had presented a copy to the Royal Academy 
of Sciences at Paris. His attention, however, 
was soon diverted from philosophical pursuits by 
the universal distress in which he found the . na* 
tion involved in consequence of the failure of 
the South Sea scheme, and which so strongly ex;- 
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cited his benevolence and commiseration, that 
he immediately directed his talents toward the 
alleviation of the public misfortune, and pub- 
lished An Essay towards preventing the Rum of 
Great Britain. London, 1721. 

To his other numerous acquisitions Berkeley- 
added a critical knowledge of poetry, painting, 
music, and architecture ; and, owing to his skill 
ia the last-mentioned art. Pope introduced him, 
at this period, to Lord Burlington, celebrated for 
his judgment and ability in this department, and 
who was so much pleased with our author's pro- 
ficiency in it, and so sensible of his virtue and 
merit, that he powerfully recommended him to 
the Duke of Grafton, then Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, as his chaplain. With this nobleman, 
and in this capacity, he went to Ireland in 1721, 
and having been already elected senior fellow of 
his college in 1717, he now, on November the 
14th of this year, took tlie degrees of Batchelor 
and Doctor of Divinity. 

The year following his admission to this eccle- 
siastical dignity brought him a singular and very 
unexpected accession to his property. Swift 
had, it is said, on our author's first arrival in 
London, in 1713, introduced him to Mrs. Esther 
Vanhomrigh, the neglected but far-famed Va- 
nessa. It appears, however, from the assertion 



,y Google 



62 BIOOEAPBICAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHES. 

of Mrs. Berkeley, the worthy relict of the K- 
shop, that it was rather to chance than deedgn he 
was indebted for this introduction^ and that, con« 
trary to the account of all his Kographers, this 
was the first and the last time of his life in which 
he ever saw her *^ Struck^ it is probable, with 
the manners and conversation of Dr. Berkeley, 
Vanessa, when at a subsequent period she be* 
came disgusted with the conduct of the Dean, 
and irritated by his marriage with Stella, recol« 
lected this interview with pleasure ; an impres- 
sion which must have been strengthened by the 
noble character that fame attached to the Doc- 
tor, and which induced her, in combination with 
the sense of injury that she felt from the desertion 
of Swift, to alter her original intention of making 
the Dean her heir, and to divide her property 
equally between Mr. Marshall, a gentleman of 
the law, and Dr. Berkeley. In consequence of 
this change of purpose, Berkeley, to his great 
surprise, acquired the sum of 4000 /. and, being 
constituted by the will, joint executor with Mr. 
Marshal], had the opportunity of inspecting the 
correspondence which had for many years passed 
between Swifl and Vanessa, and which, out of 
delicacy to his benefactress, though he assured 

^ Vide Corrigenda and Addenda to the 2d vol. of the 
Biographia Britannica, prefixed to vol. iii. of that work. 
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Dr. Delany there was nothing of criminality dis- 
coverable in the intercoarse^ he thought proper 
to suppress. 

About two years after this event, he was in- 
debted to bis patron, the Duke of Grafton, for a 
valuable promotion in the church, and resigned 
his fellowship for the Deanery of Derry, esti- 
mated at 1100/. per annum. The views and 
wishes of our author had for some time, how- 
erer, been directed to an object which more 
than any other event in his life marks the great 
and disinterested benevolence of his heart. He 
had longcherished/and meditated upon, a scheme 
for converting the savage Americans to Christia- 
nity, by a college erected in the Summer Islands, 
otherwise called the Isles of Bermuda ; and now, 
seriously determined to carry the project iqto 
execution, he proposed to government, in the 
year 1725, to resign his newly-acquired prefer- 
ment, and to appropriate the residue of his life 
to the instruction of American youth upon the 
very limited revenue of 100/. per annum. 

A plan so evidently the result of the best and 
purest intentions. Dr. Berkeley enforced with 
such peculiar eloquence and exalted enthusiasm, 
that few who heard him expatiate on its utility 
and moral tendency, went away unconvinced or 
uninterested in its success. There can be no 
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greater proof, indeed, of the loflaence of his cha-' 
racter and motives over those with whom he as- 
sociated, than the fact that three junior fellows 
of Trinity-college, Dublin, the Rev. William 
Thompson, Jonathan Rogers, and James King, 
Masters of Arts, agreed to share his fate and for- 
tunes, and to relinquish the most flattering hopes 
of preferment for a settlement in the islands of 
the Atlantic Ocean of forty pounds a year ! 

The Doctor exhibited not only the most per^ 
severing industry in forwarding his scheme, but 
a consummate knowledge of the human mind, 
and its usual stimulus to action. Not resting, in 
his application to ministers, merely on the benefit 
to be derived to his fellow-creatures in a moral 
and religious point of view from the adoption 
of his design, he endeavoured to prove that it 
might in a pecuniary light be attended with con- 
siderable advantage to government. He laid 
before Administration an accurate estimate of the 
value of certain lands in the island of St. Chris- 
topher, which had been ceded to Great Britain 
at the peace of Utrecht, and by the sale of which 
he engaged to produce a much larger sum than 
what ministers had been taught to expect ; re- 
quiring only in return, that a portion of the pur- 
chase money should be appropriated to the build- 
ing of his college. This proposal he took care 
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should, through the medium of a friend, be im- 
mediately conveyed to the royal ear and ; George 
the First commanded Sir Robert Walpole to pre- 
pare a bill for the purpose, and to exert his in- 
terest in carrying it through the House. The 
minister, notwithstanding, was lukewarm in the 
business, and all that Berkeley could obtain from 
him by personal application was a solemn pro- 
mise of neutrality. As soon, however, as he had 
obtained this, he applied to every member of 
the Commons, and representing it as a project 
]&youred by the king, and not opposed by Sir 
Eobert, the bill passed the House with only one 
dissenting voice. A charter was accordingly 
granted for the erection of a college, under the 
appellation of St. PauPs College in Bermuda, to 
consist of a president and nine fellows, who were 
under the obligation of maintaining and educat- 
ing Indian scholars at the rate of ten pounds per 
annum for each; and, on May Uth, 1726, the 
House voted an address to his Majesty, praying, 
that out of the produce of the lands in St. Chris- 
topher's, he would be graciously pleased to make 
such grant as he thought proper for the use of 
the president and fellows of the College of St. 
Paul, in Bermuda. In consequence of this ad- 
dress. Sir Robert Walpole promised that 2Q,00QL 
should be applied, under the direction of Pr« 
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Berkeley^ &>t the completion of his plan ; and^ to 
render the undertaking as eflFective and prompt 
as possible, private subscriptions were imme- 
diately opened and fiUed to a considerable a- 
mount*. 

Every thing now presaged complete success 
to the fevourite object of our author's hopes and 
wishes ; and, in the fullness of his heart, and in 
the prospect of blessing countless generations of 
mankind, he poured forth the follpwing beauti- 
fill and truly poetical efiusion : 

The muse, diq^osted at an age and clime 

Barren of every glorious theme. 
In distant lands now waits a better time 

Producing subjects worthy fame : 

In happy climes, where from the genial sun 

And virgin earth such scenes ensue ; 
The force of art by nature seems outdone, 

And fancied beauties by the true : 

In happy climes, the seat of innocence. 
Where nature guides, and virtue rules ; * 

Where men shall not impose for truth and sense. 
The pedantry of courts and schools. 

There diall be sung another golden age. 

The rise of empire and of arts ; 
The good and great iuspiring epic rage. 

The wisest heads and noblest hearts. 



* Vide Biagraphia Britannica, vol, iii. Corngenda pre* 
fixed. 
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Not such as Europe breeds in her decay. 
Such as she bred when fresh and young. 

When heavenly flame did animate her clay. 
By ihture poets shall be sung. 

Westward the course of empire takes its way : 

The four first acts already past, 
A fifth shall close the drama with the day : 

Time's noblest of^ring is the last. 

During the preparations for his departure, Br. 
Berkeley entered into a marriage, on August 1, 
1728, with Anne, the eldest daughter of John 
Forster,£sq. speaker of the Irish House of Com- 
mons. He permitted not this event, however, 
to interfere in any degree with the fl|>eedy ac- 
complishment of his views in America; l^ut about 
the middle of the September foUowi^g, enfibarked 
with his lady, a Miss Hancock, and two genUe- 
men of fortune, for the western content. 

Having reached Rhode Isls^nd, which lies 
nearest to Bermuda, he thought proper to reside 
upon it for some time, with the view of purchas- 
ing lands on the neighbouring continent for the 
support of his college, depending upon the pro- 
mise of government, that the parliamentary grant 
should be transmitted as' soioin as he had chosen, 
and agreed for, Uie necessary quantity of ground. 
The money, however, was never paid; and, after 
two years fruitless solicitation, he had the morti* 
F 2 
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fication of being infonned, through the Bisho[l 
of London, that ihe sums arising from the sale 
had been diverted into another channel; and 
that upon application to Sir Robert, he gave no 
encouragement to the Dean's ibrther residence 
in America, but in confidence advised him to re^ 
linquish his expectations, and to return immedi- 
ately to Europe. 

Thus perished, through the folly and duplicity 
of the minister, a project which mtst ultimately 
have been productive of idcalculable benefit to 
the new world, and on which its amiable and 
worthy author had expended the greater part of 
his property, and several of the best yefars of his 
life. America will probably never forget the 
mission of this great and good man ; his kindneftS^ 
charity, and beneficence, his animating example 
and unwearied labours in the discharge of his 
clerical functions, duriiig the whole time of his 
residence in that country, were such as to endear 
him to its natives with an attachment almost 
bordering upon adoration. The name of Berke- 
ley still sounds in their ears as the name of a 
friend and benefactor. 

On the Dean's arrival in London, he immedi- 
ately took care to return idl the private subscrip- 
tions which had been advanced for the support 
4>f his college ; and resuming his duties as a mi- 
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Ulster, preached, in February, 1732, before the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Fo- . 
reign Parts. During the course of the same 
year appeared, in the publication of the Minute 
Fhilosopher, the result of his leisure hours while 
resident in America. It is written in the form 
of dialogue^ and for the purpose of renting the 
pernicious systems of the atheist, the fatalist, and 
the sceptic. The attempt was equally laudable 
and successfol; and convinced the world, that 
however singular and visionary the Dean might 
appear in his philosophical reveries, he was a 
firm believer in the truths of Christianity, and a 
most able defender of its divine origin and evi- 
dences. The style and manner of this work are 
built on the model of Plato, and may be justly 
deemed one of the most happy imitations of the 
Grecian philosopher, of which our language can 
boast. There was in Berkeley, indeed, much of 
the sublimity, the imagination, and enthusiasm, 
which characterize the genius of Plato« 

It was, probably, in a great degree owing to 
the impression which the Minute Philosopher 
made upon Queen Caroline, who had previously, 
however, held the character of our author in 
high estimation, that Dr. Berkeley obtained his 
further preferment. After reading that work, 
which had been presented to her by Dr, Sher- 
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lock^ she nominated him to the rich deanery of 
. Down in Ireland ; but, owing to some want eS 
iotmsHity in acquainting the Lord Lieutenant 
with her purpose^ an opposition on the part of the 
viceroy took place; and the Queen^ not willing to 
press the matter, declared, that, since they xvould 
noi suffer Dr. BerkeUy to be a Dean in Ireland, he 
should be a Bishop. On the first vacancy, there- 
fore, which occurred, he was promoted to this 
high dignity, and on the Idthof May, 1734, con- 
secrated at St. Paul's Church in Dublin^ Bishop 
of Cloyne. 

On this see, with the exception of one winter 
occupied by parliamentary business in lyubfin^ 
he constantly resided for eighteen years, and 
until the bad state of his health compelled him 
to relinquish its duties for the shades of retire- 
ment. His episcopal functions he discharged 
with all the zeal and unwearied assiduity cha- 
racteristic of the primitive ages of Christianity ; 
and early after his admission to the Prelacy he 
formed, and adhered to, the resolution of never 
changing his see. Temptations were not want- 
ing to seduce him fVom his purpose ; for " humble 
and unaBpirmg as was the Bishop of Cloyne/* 
observes Mrs. Berkeley, ''the Earl of Chester- 
field sought him out;'* and when, as a tribute to 
(exalted merit, that nobleman offered to him the 



,y Google 



BIOOKAPRICAI. AND CKITICAL 8KSTClfE9« 71 

itoe of Clogher, where he was told he imgfat im- 
mediately receive fines to the amount often thon- 
sand pounds, he consulted Mrs. Berkeley^ as hay- 
ing a family; and, with her full approbation, not 
only declined the Bishopric of Clogher, but the 
offer which accompanied that proposal, of any 
other translation which might become feasible 
during Lord Chesterfield's administration* 

The primacy was vacated before the expire^ 
tion of that period. On that occasion, the Bishop 
said to Mrs. Berkeley, '' I desire to add eme 
more to the list of churchmen who arc evidently 
dead to ambition and avarice ♦.*' 

Though fully occupied by ecclesiastical afiairt, 
the Bishop ceased not to employ his pen in sup- 
port of religion, patriotism, or science. Shortly 
after his arrival at Cloyne,he produced his Analyst^ 
an attack upon the scepticism of Dr. HaDey, 
which was followed the succeeding year by 
Slueries for the good of Ireland ; and in 17S5, by 
A Discourse addressed to Magistrates, all strongly 
tending to promote the welfare and happiness of 
society. 

The sedentary life which, compared With his 
former activity, our author now passed at Clojme 
unfortunately brought on, in the course of a short 

* Vide Corrigenda to vol. iii. of the Biograj^a Britaa- 
nica. 
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period, and about the sixtieth year of his age, a 
nervous colic, from which he suffered severely. 
Having received much benefit, however, from 
the use of Tar-water, his benevolence led him to 
vnsh its virtues more knovm ; and in 1744, he 
published his SHris, a Cham of Fhilosaphieal Bc" 
flectims and Inquiries concerning the Virtues of Tor- 
water. This work is singularly curious for the multi- 
farious erudition that it embraces, and for the surt 
with which the Bishop has contrived to introduce 
the most profound philosophical and religious 
speculations. '* Many a vulgar critic has sneered 
at it,'* says Br. Warton, '* for beginning at Tar 
and ending with the Trinity; incapable of ob- 
serving the great art with which the transitions 
in that book are finely made, where each para- 
graph depends upon and arises out of the pre- 
ceding, and gradually and imperceptibly leads 
on the reader, from common objects to more 
remote, from matter to spirit, from earth to 
he^y.ej^ *" The immediate consequence of this 
pamphlet was, that Tar-water became extremely 
popular and fashionable; but time discovering its 
•effects not to be jadequate to the eulogium which 
the good Bishop had bestowed, it has since expe- 
rienced a total neglei^'i;, perhaps as unmerited as 
|vas its former exaggerated reputation. 
1^ Warton's Essay jp» Pppe^ vol, ii. 
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IDuring the rebellion of 1745, his Tordship ad- 
dressed a Letter to the Raman Catholics o£ hi» 
diocese; and in 1749, another to the clergy of 
that persuasion; they were both received with 
the most marked cordiality and attention; and the 
respectable body to whcnn the latter was ad- 
dressed, not only returned him their public 
thanks, but expressed the highest sense of the 
worth and utility of his character. To these 
publications he added, in 1750, MaxinU concerning 
Patriotism; and in 1752, Further Thoughts on Tar^ 
water, being the last production that issued from 
his pen. 

The infirm state of health under which Dr. 
Berkeley now laboured, induced him to wish for 
a retreat from the cares and business of life ; and 
he had for some years fixed upon Oxford, as the 
place best calculated to gratify a literary leisure. 
In this choice he was still further confirmed by 
tlie opportunity which it would now afford him 
of superintending the education of one of his 
sons, recently admitted a student of Christ- 
church. Averse, however, to the idea of non- 
residence, which he deemed it incumbent upon 
every prelate to avoid, he offered to exchange his 
bishopric for a canonry or headship at Oxford. 
Not succeeding in this attempt, he had recourse 
to an expedient which no person^ perhaps, save 
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the Bishop of Cloyne^ would have been disin- 
terested enough to adopt ; he wrote to ^e Secre- 
tary of State^ requesting leave to resign his bi^op- 
iic> worth at least 1400/. per annum. The King, 
not willing to lose so great an ornament to the 
church, refused to comply with this extraordi- 
nary petition, and, after declaring that Dr. Berke- 
ley should dU a bishop in spite of himself, granted 
him permission to reside wherever he might 
think proper. 

His lordship accordingly removed to Oxford 
with his lady and family in July, 1752; but, so 
delusive, so fragile, are the schemes of human 
comfort, that only a few months elapsed ere this 
great, this excellent man was summoned to ano- 
ther world. He expired on Sunday evening, 
January 14th, 1753, in the 79th y^ar of his age^ 
and while Mrs. Berkeley was reading to him 
the fif^nth chapter of St. Paul's first epistle to 
the Corinthians. On this sublime and awful 
lesson he was commenting, with his usual energy 
and ability, when he was, in an instant, deprived 
of existence by a paralytic affection of the heart. 

It may be said of Berkeley without exagg\enu 
tion, that, in point of virtue and benerolence, no 
one of the sons of men has exceeded him. Wbe* 
ther we consider his public or his private fife, 
we pause in admiration of efibrts uncommonly 
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^xalted^ disinterested, and pure. He was alike 
an object of enthttsiaKtic love and admiration to 
extensile societies^ and to familiar friends ; and 
in the relations of domestic life his manners were 
uniformly mild> sweet, and engaging, and in a 
pre-eminent degree calculated to ensure the most 
durable and affectionate attachment. Such, in- 
deed, was the energy and impressive beauty of 
his character, that it was impossible to be many 
hours in his company without acknowledging its 
fascination and superiority j and it is recorded 
of Bishop Atterbury, that after an introduction 
to him through the medium of Lord Berkeley, 
lifting up his hands in astonishment, as Mr* 
Berkeley quitted the room, he exclaimed to his 
lordship, ''So much understanding, so much 
knowledge, so much innocence, and such humi- 
lity, I did not think had been the portion of any 
but Angels, till I saw this gentleman*/* In 
short, after the most rigorous survey of the mo* 
tives and actions of the Bishop of Cloyne, we are 
tempted to assign, in the language of Mr. Pope^ 
and inth no (suspicion of hyperbolical praise. 
To Berkeley every virtue under heaven f . 
Of the intellectual poWei-s of the Bishop, it may 
be observed, that, though strong and acute in na 

♦ Vide Buncombe's Letters, p. 106, 107, note, 
f Warton's Pope, vol. iv. p. 327, line 2. 
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common degree, they were frequently mingled 
with too mnch enthusiasm and imagination f)r 
the purposes of strict philosophical ratiocination. 
His knowledge, however, was of great compass, 
and extended to all the useful arts and occupa- 
tions of life; of which, it has been said, that there 
was scarcely one, liberal or mechanic, of which he 
knew not more than the ordinary practitioners *. 
Of the papers which Berkeley contributed to 
the Guardian, by far the greater portion is em- 
ployed in defending Christianity against the at- 
tacks of the free-thinkers, and especially against 
Collinses '' Discourse on Free-thinking;*' a pro- 
duction which, though in a high degree super- 
ficial and abusive, had, from its novelty and ef- 
frontery, a considerable circulation . The Bishop's 
first essay on the subject commences as early as 
N** 3, in which he very pointedly exposes the 
folly and impiety of Collins and his disciples. 
He prosecutes his design of exposing this mis- 
chievous sect, and of elucidating the great truths 
of religion, in N° 27, on the expectations of a fu- 
ture state ; in N° 39, which very humorously re- 
cords his Observations on the Pineal Gland of a 
Free-thinker; in N° 55, on the Importance of 
Christianity to Virtue; in N° 62, on the utility of 

* Blackwell's Memoirs of the Court of Augustas, vol u^ 
p. 227. 
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public schools; in Nos. 70, 77, and 83, on the 
narrowness and shortsightedness of Freethink- 
ers ; in N"" 88, on the superior excellence of the 
iSi^riptural conception of the Deity; in N° 89, on 
-the nature of a future state as delineated in the 
Kew Testament; and in N° 126, on the endear- 
ments of friendship and henevolence. 

These eleven Essays place before the reader, in 
^ yeiry popular and pleasing manner, and in a 
style of great perspicuity, Biany of the evidences 
and arguments for the authenticity and rationa- 
lity of revelation; and refute, by a chain of rea- 
soning of easy comprehension, the absurd dogmata 
and inferences of those who very improperly 
called themselves Freethinkers ; an appellation ^ 
which from their adoption and abuse of the term 
has since nearly become synonymous with the 
higotry of scepticism. 

On topics of a more miscellaneous nature, Br. 
Berkeley has written but three numbers in the 
Guardian ; N** 35, on the discovery of the Pineal 
Gland by Descartes, and on the^ author's imagi- 
nary residence in the glands of philosophers, 
poets, beaux, mathematicians, ladies, and states- 
men ; a paper of a humorous and satirical ten- 
dency. N° 49 is an essay of considerable merit 
on Pleasures natural and fantastical, a subject of 
the first importance ; as a taste for unsophisticated. 
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for cheap, and easily procurable pleasures^ fomg 
one of the chief ingredients in the cup of humaa 
happiness. The Bishop has presented us on this 
head with some just observations on the misery 
ati^ndant upon excessive and artificial desires, 
end has painted in forcible language the perma- 
nent gratification resulting firom the confinement 
of our wishes and enjoyments within the range of 
cuch rational and simple pleasures as we have the 
prospect of usually attaining. No author, how- 
ever, has on this theme surpassed Dr. Aikin ; in 
whose letters to his son are some admirable re- 
marks on the utility, and absolute necessity in- 
deed, to human comfort, of cultivating and che- 
rishing an attachment for cheap pleasures. Of 
these he very properly arranges dom^tic enjoy- 
ments in the first rank, books in the second, c<hi- 
versation in the third, the study of nature in the 
fourth, and a taste for the beautiful and sublime 
in the fiflh and last. I cannot forbear indulging 
myself with a transcription of his eulogium on 
the resources to be derived from a library. 

*' At the head of all the {Measures,'' he ofo* 
serves, " which ofier themselves to the n^an oT 
liberal education, may confidently be placed ib^/t 
derived from books. In variety, durability, and 
^cility of attainment, no other can stand in com<- 
petitionwith it, and even in intensity itisinferiir 
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to few. Imagine that we had it in our power to 
<2all up the shades of the greatest and wisest mea 
tliat eyer existed^ and obhge them to converse 
y^iih us on the most interesting topics — what an 
inestimable privilege we should think it ! — how 
superior to all the ccnnmon enjoyments ! but in a 
'well-fiirnished hbrary we^ in fact, possess this 
power. We can question Xenophon and Caesav 
on their campaigns, make Demosthenes and 
Cicero plead before us, join in the audiences of 
Socrates and Plato, and receive demonstrations 
from Euclid and Newton. In books we have the 
choicest thoughts of the ablest men in their best 
dress. We can at pleasure exclude dulness and 
impertinence,, and open our doors to wit and good 
iBense alone. It is needless to repeat the high 
t^ommendalions that have been bestowed on the 
fitudy of letters, by persons who had free access 
to every other source of gratification. Instead of 
f[uoting Cicero to you, I shall in plain terms give 
you the result of my own experience on this 
subject. If domestic enjoyments have contri- 
buted in the first degree to thejiappiness of my 
life (and I should be ungrateful not to acknow- 
ledge that they have), the pleasures of reading 
have beyond all question held the second place. 
Without books I have never been able to pass a 
single day to my entire satisfaction : witii them 
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no day has been so dark as not to have its plea-' 
sure. Even pain and sickness have for a time 
been charmed away by them. By the easy pro^ 
vision of a book in my pockety I have frequently 
worn through long nights and days in the most 
disagreeable parts of my profession, with all the 
difference in my feelings between calm content 
and fretful impatience. Such occurrences have 
afforded me full proof both of the possibility of 
being cheaply pleased^ and of the consequence it 
is of to the sum of human felicity, not to neglect 
minute attentions to make the most of life as it 
passes. Reading may in every sense be called 
a cheap amusement. — No apparatus, no appoint- 
ment of time and place, is necessary for the en- 
joyment of reading. From the midst of bustle 
and business you may, in an instant, by the ma- 
gic of a book, plunge into scenes of remote ages 
and countries, and disengage yourself from pre- 
sent care and fatigue. ' Sweet pliability of man's 
spirit, (cries Sterne, on relating an occurrence of 
this kind in his Sentimental Journey,) that can at 
once surrender itself to illusions, which cheat ex- 
pectation and sorrow of their weary moments' * !'* 

The last paper that we have to notice, as written 
by the worthy Bishop, is N° 69, containing a high 
but just character of Fenelon's " Demonstration of 

* Letters from a Father to his Son, vol. i. p. 289, &c. 
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tbe Existence, Wisdom and Omnipotence of God/' 
and terminating with a translation of the prayer 
which closes that pious and impressive work. 

4. Alexander Pope. This great poet was bom 
in Lombard-street, London, on May the 22d, 1688. 
His father was a iinen-draper, who had been so 
successful in trade as to have realized a fortune 
of twenty thousand pounds, and his mother was 
the daughter of William Turner, Esq. of York. 

Being of a very feeble and delicate constitu- 
tion, his early education was rather desultory and 
imperfect, and he had the misfortune of being 
subjected to a frequent change of masters. Hav- 
ing at twelve years of age, however, acquired no 
inconsiderable knowledge of the Greek and Latin 
languages, he was determined, in future, to pur- 
sue his own plan of study ; and as he was in- 
tended for no trade or profession, his reading, of 
which he was excessively fond, became uncom- 
monly various and extensive. 

Poetry was, almost from his childhood, his fa- 
vourite pursuit ; and the exquisite pleasure with 
which about the age of ten he perused Homer 
and Ovid in the versions of Ogilby and Sandys 
was remembered, even in his last years, with pe- 
culiar enthusiasm and delight. To these transla- 
tors, apparently little calculated to excite poetic 

VOL. III. G 
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inspiration, were shortly afterwards added tlie 
productions of Waller, of Spenser, and of Dry den. 
On the style and manner of this last mentioned 
poet he peculiarly fixed his attention, and at 
length exclusively adopted him for his model. 
Such, indeed, was his enthusiastic adnriration of 
the venerable bard, that he eagerly requested to 
be carried to Button's coffee-house, which Dryden 
at that time usually frequented, that he mighty 
though but for a myment, behold the man who 
had so highly gratified his feelings, and so 
keenly excited his emulation. 

From such an ardent attachment to the Muses, 
and which was encouraged by his father, much 
and early excellence might, with probability, be 
expected ; and, accordingly, we find> that, at the 
age of twelve years,, he had already written, an 
Ode to Solitude, which, if the youth of its author 
be considered, is a production of uncomoiOQ 
merit. About two years afterwards he attempted 
versions of the first book of the Thebais of Statins, 
and of the Epistle of Sappho to Phaon^ and like- 
wise modernised the Js^iuary and May of Chau- 
cer, and the Prologue of the Wife of Bath. To 
these succeeded his imitations of several English 
poets, which were speedily followed by a come- 
dy, a tragedy on the story of St. Genevieve, and 
Alcander^ an epic poepu Of these juvfoik pro- 
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ductions he has thus spoken in hii preface. '* I 
confess there was a time when I was in love with 
inyself, and my first productions were the chil- 
dren of self-love upon innocence. I had made 
an epic poem> and panegyrics on all the princes 
ih Europe^ and thought myself the greatest genius 
that ever was. I cannot but regret those delightful 
visions of my childhood, which, like the fine co- 
lours we see when our eyes are shut, are vianisHed 
for ever.*' 

At the age of sixteen^ in the year 1704, 
Pope wrote his Tasiorals, which, however, were 
dot published until 1709. In composing these 
pieces his first object was, to present his coun- 
tryman with a specimen of versification infinitely 
more musical and correct than any to which they 
Had hithertx) been accustomed; ana in this he 
certainly succeeded. To no other' merit have 
they any pretensions; nor can they in the pre- 
sieht day, indeed, though furnishing a very happy 
model at the time of their production, be con- 
sidered ad sufficiently correct for the purposes of 
the student; they contain some lines which a 
writer of magazine poetry might hesitate to 
adopt, and, with the exception of a few passages, 
have been since mucli exceeded both in melody 
atid uniformity of polish. ' 

Th^ Essay on Criticism, \h^ next considerable 
g2 
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production of our author, was written in 1709'^^ 
and before he had reached the age of twenty, but 
not printed until May 15th, 1711, on which day 
it was advertised at the close of N**65 of the 
Spectator. This poem, if we consider the writer's 
^e, must undoubtedly be deemed a very re- 
markable instance of the early acquisition of 
knowledge with regard to men and books ; but, 
both as a didactic essay and a poem, it has been 
much, greatly too much, praised. Many of the 
precepts are trite and juvenile ; and the diction and 
versification are, in several places, unconmionly 
slovenly and incorrect ; such attempts at rhyme 
as ''esteem and them," ''take and track," 
"thoughts and faults," "delight and wit," 
" glass and place," " safe and laugh ;" " extreme 
and flegm," and many others, would not now be 
tolerated. Candid criticism, however, must allow, 
that, if this Essay cannot be estimated as a secure 
critical guide, or as a proof of any great poetic 
powers, it yet exhibits frequent instances of just 
opinion and observation, expressed in language 
of peculiar brilliancy and precision. 

" It is not improper to observe," says Dr. 
Warton, " what great improvements the art of 
criticism has received since this essay was written. 
For without reci^rring to pieces of earlier date, 
and nearer the time in which it was written, the 
Essays in the Spectator and Guardian ; Shaftes- 
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bary's Advice to an Author ; Spence on the 
Odyssey; Fenton on Waller; Black well's Inquiry 
into the Life and Writings of Homer, even of late 
years, we have had the Treatise of Harris ; Kurd's 
Remarks on Horace ; Observations on the Fairy 
Queen; Webb on Poetry and Music; Brown's 
Dissertation on the same ; the Dissertations of 
Beattie; the Elements of Criticism of Kaims; the 
Lectures of Blair ; the editions of Milton, by 
Newton and Warton; and of Shakspeare and 
Spenser, by Malone, Steevens, and Upton ; the 
History of English Poetry ; the critica^ papers of 
the Rambler, Adventurer, World, and Connois* 
seur ; and the Lives of the Poets, by Johnson ; 
the Biographia Britannica ; and the Poetics of 
Aristotle, translated and accompanied vdth judi- 
cious notes, by Twining and Pye ; and the trans- 
lation, with notes, of Horace's Art of Poetry, by 
Kurd and Colman ; and the Epistles of Hayley *." 
To these let us add the Essay on Pope, and the 
edition of his works by Dr. Warton ; the editions 
of Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, by Tyrwhitt, and 
of Milton, by Todd ; the Essays on the Sublime 
and Beautiful, by Burke; on Shakspeare, by 
Montague ; and on Taste, by Alison ; the critical 
productions of Knox, of Cumberland, and of 
Aikin; the anonymous Pursuits of Literature, and 
the Baviad and Mseviad of Giffbrd ; and lastly^ 
* Warton's Pope, voL i. p. 271. 
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the learned and acute editors of our ancient Eng- 
lish and Scotish Poetry, Percy, Pinkerton, and 
Headly, Ritson, Way, Ellis, and Scott. 

The Messiah, written in imitation of Virgil's 
PoUio, was published on May l^th, 1712, in N** 
378 of the Spectator, and is, perhaps, the most 
lofty and magnificent composition of our author. 
To Isaiah, indeed, the most sublime of the Hebrew 
poets, he is indebted for the greater part of his 
imagery ; but jt is high praise that, }n transfer- 
ring his conceptions, and subjecting them to the 
metrical restraints of English versification, he has 
lost no portion of his grandeur and effect, but has 
even, in some instances, heightened and improved 
the descriptions of the prophet. 

It was about this period that he published his 
£lcgi/ to the Memory qf an wtfortunate Lady, by 
many degrees the most pathetic of hjs composi- 
tions. With every reader its effects will pro- 
bably be increased when he is informed that the 
lady, whose name was Withinbury, was actually 
in love with Pope, and wished to marry him ; 
but that her guardian, though she was nearly as 
deformed in person as the object of her affections, 
considered the connection as humiliating, and 
forced her into a convent abroad, where she 
shortly afterwards, in the frenzy of despair, put 
an end to her existence *. Every line indeed pf 
* Johnson's Lives of the Poets, vol, iii, p. 173, Note. 
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this exquisite piece carries with it the cohviction 
of having been written on a real and deep felt 
occasion. 

The year 17 12 gave birth to the heroi-comic 
poem of the Rape qf the Lock, which, more than 
any other production of Pope, exhibits the true 
fervor and creative faculties of the poet. It had 
been given to the world in a less perfect form, 
and without any of its beautiful machinery, in 
1711, and but in two cantos. Even in this state 
it was deemed by Addison a composition of such 
merit, that he honoured it with the appellation of 
mentm-sal; and under the apprehension of its 
being injured and weakened by alteration, he 
used every effort to dissuade his friend from car- 
rying into execution his meditated improvements. 
Fortunately for the feme of Pope, he persisted 
in his plan, and by the most sicilful intertex- 
ture of supernatural agency which the records of 
poetry can produce, he has rendered the Rape qf 
the Lock the first comic epopee of which this or 
any other nation can boast. Its wit and humour 
are of the most delicate and highly-finished kind ; 
its fictions, sportive, elegant, and conceived with 
a propriety and force of imagination which asto- 
nishes and fascinates every reader. Than the 
description of the lucid squadrons which Ariel 
summons in the opening of the second canto, no- 
thing can be more rich and brilliant: 
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Some to the sun their insect wings unibld, 
Waft on the breeze, or sink in clouds of gold ; 
Transparent forms, too fine for mortal sight. 
Their fluid bodies half dissolved in light. 
Loose to the wind their airy garments flew. 
Thin glittVwg textures of ^e filmy dew. 
Dipt in the richest tincture of the skies. 
Where light disports in ever-mingling dyes; 
While evhry beam new transient colours flings. 
Colours that change whene'er they wave their wings. 

Nor is the immediately subsequent address of the 
Spirit to his 'denizens of air* less profuse in the 
colouring of fancy : 

Ye Sylphs and Sylphids, to your chief give ear. 
Fays, Fairies, Genii, Elves, and Demons hear ! 
Ye know the spheres, and various tasks assigned 
By laws eternal to th' aerial kind. 
Some in the fields of purest ether play. 
And bask and whiten in the blaze of day. 
Some guide the course of wandering orbs on high. 
Or roll the planets through the boundless sky. 
Some less refined, beneath the moon's pale light 
Pursue the stars that shoot athwart the night. 
Or suck the mists in grosser air below. 
Or dip their pinions in the painted bow, 
Or brew fierce tempests on the wintry main. 
Or o'er the glebe distil the kindly rain. 

But with admirable appropriation he proceeds, 
addressing himself exclusively to the Sylphs: 

Our humbler province is to tend the fair, 
Not a less pleasing, though less glorious carej 
To save the powder firom too rude a gale. 
Nor let th' imprisoned essences exhale; 
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To draw fresh colours from the rernal flowers; 
To steal from rainbows ere they drop in show'rs 
A brighter wash ; to curl their waving hairs. 
Assist their blushes, and inspire their airs. 

The satire on the follies and frailties of the 
female sex, which this poem so abundantly con- 
tains^ is wrought up with singular dexterity and 
liuinour ; but occasionally with a tincture of ma- 
lignancy and spleen which detracts in some mea- 
sure from the moral tendency of the design. 

Towards the close of the year which produced 
the Rape of the Lock, our author brought forward 
his Temple of Fame, founded on the vision of 
Chaucer, entitled the '' House of Fame.'* This 
poem, though not much read at present, is pro- 
hably that which a critic would fix upon as af- 
fording the most striking proofs of the poet's skill 
in mere descriptive painting. The winter land- 
scape beginning, " So Zembla's rocks the beau- 
teous work of frost/' is perhaps unrivalled in the 
accuracy and felicity of its epithets ; and what an 
impressive portrait has he given us of the vene* 
rable author of the Iliad, whose statue he repre- 
sents as placed on the first column of the Temple ! 

Htgh on the first the mighty Homer shone ; 
Eternal adamant composed his throne ; 
Father of verse ! in holy fillets drest. 
His silver beard wav*d gently o»er his breast j 
Though blind, a boldness in his looks appears : 
In years he seems, but not impairM by years. 
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To the Temple of Fame succeeded^ in 1713, 
his Windsor Forest, a loco-descriptive poem. The 
first and major part was written as early as 1704: 
the latter portion, including the prosopopeia and 
prophecy of " Father Thames/' not until nine 
years afterwards. There is consequently a con- 
siderable disparity in the merit of the two parts ; 
general description, which gives no outline that 
can individualize the scene, occupies, for a poem 
of this species, much too large a space of what 
may be termed the juvenile half of the composi- 
tion ; -but the product of his maturer years, and 
especially the prediction of the rive#-god, may 
be considered as one of the noblest and most pic- 
turesque effusions of his muse. 

When 7%e Gtuirdian commenced in March 
1713, our author became an early and valuable 
contributor to its support : but as we shall have 
occasion hereafter to enter more fully into the 
subject and design of those papers, we shall pass 
forward to notice the most popular, perhaps, of 
all his poems, the Epistle of Elmsa to Abeiard. 

It is said, that Pope was determined in the 
choice of this subject by the retreat of that lady 
into a nunnery, whose death he had commemo- 
rated in his elegy ; and that the last four couplets 
allude to his own situation and feelings. What- 
ever may have been the associations which gave 
origin to this epistle^ it iS| beyond all doubt^ the 
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most empassioned and pathetic descriptioa of 
the straggles between duty and desire^ between 
penitence and love, that poetry has given birth 
to in any age or country. The scenery of the 
piece is as highly finished and impressive as are 
its paintings of passion and remorse; and the 
awful gloom and solitude of the conventual re- 
treat form a very striking contrast with the vivid , 
colouring and rapturous recollection of volup« 
tuous enjoyment. No passage can be produced 
which, in sombre and pensive tinting, and in 
choice of picturesque epithet, exceeds the fol- 
lowing ; it is a perfect study, indeed, for the 
lovers of painting and ppetry : 

In these lone walls (their days eternal bound) 
These moss-grown domes with spiry turrets crown,*d. 
Where awful arches make a noon-day night. 
And the dim windows shed a solemn Hgbt ; 

Thy eyes diflus'd a reconciling ray : 

The darksome pines that o'er yon rocks reclm'4 

Wave high, and murmur to the hollow wind. 

The wandering streams that shine between the bills. 

The grots that echo to the tinkling rills. 

The dying gales that pant upon the trees. 

The lakes that quiver to the curling breeze ; 

No more these scenes my meditation aid. 

Or lull to rest the visionary maidi 

But o'er the twilight groves and dusky caves, 

Lopg-sounding lusles, and intermingled graves^ 

Black Melancholy sits, and round her throwa 

A death*like silence, and a dread repose v 
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. Her gloomy presence saddens all the scene. 
Shades ev'ry flower, and darkens ev*ry green. 
Deepens the murmur of the falling floods. 
And breathes a browner horror on the woods ^^p. 

Pof>e had now obtained a great and deserved 
reputation^ but his eflbrts had been hitherto at- 
tended with little emolument; and as, on account 
of. his religion, he was precluded from any civil 
employment, and the allowance that he received 
from his father, though proportioned to the pro- 
perty which he possessed, was inadequate to his 
expences, however economical, he determined to 
ascertain whether his fortune, as well as his fame, 
might not be advanced by soliciting a subscrip- 
tion for a translation of the Iliad of Homer. 

The proposal was embraced with avidity by 
all who had any taste for literature, or any value 
for the reputation of their country; and our bard 

* This exquisite personificatfon of Melancholy has been 
imitated by Dr. Darwin, in the following beautiful lines^ 
which, like the major portion of the Doctor's poetry, xp^ 
peal rather to the eye than to the feelings : 

O'er the green floor, and round the dew-damp wall. 
The slimy snail and bloated lizard crawl ; 
While on white heaps of intermingled bones- 
The Muse of Melancholy sits and moans; 
Showers her cold tears o'er Beauty's early wreck. 
Spreads her pale arms, and bends her marble neck. 
Ten^le qf Nature, canto i. 
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soon aequired a list of five hundred and seventy^ 
five subscribers, who took six hundred and fifty- 
four copies at six guineas a copy. The mode of 
printing was to be in quarto, and in six volumes; 
and Lintot, the bookseller, who purchased the 
copy-right, engaged to fiirnish the subscribers^ 
not only with their sets at his own expence, but 
to give the translator the additional sum of two 
hundred pounds for each volume. The result of 
this agreement was, that Pope cleared the sum 
of five thousand three hundred and twenty pounds 
four shillings ; with which money he very pru- 
dently purchased several annuities, and, by so 
doing, rendered himself for the future, as to pe- 
cuniary matters, totally independent of the 
world. 

This celebrated version was cmnmenced in 
1712; the first four books were published in 17 i 5, 
and the entire Iliad was completed in 1718, in- 
cluding a period of somewhat more than five 
years. 

The harmony and splendour of the diction and 
verification of this translation, have never been 
surpassed, and their operation on the public ear 
was like the effect of enchantment. The conse- 
quence, however, of this high polish was, that 
the simplicity and sublimity of the ancient poet, 
especially the former, were often injured ; but si 
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grace, a dignity, and elegance, were difibsed 
over the whole poem, of which the reader will in 
vain seek for a prototype in the original. 

The general sense of Homer, and the distinct- 
ness of his characters, are well preserved by 
Pope J bnt the variety of style, exquisitely ap- 
propriated as it is in the Grecian to the nature 
of the subject, is altogether lost in the version. 
Brilliancy and elaboration form throughout the 
colouring of the English poem; yet, though every 
couplet be admirably correct and musical, the 
uniformity of structure is such, that the effect of 
any continued successiofi of them is insufferably 
monotonous. A few pages mfay be read with 
onalloyed delight, but the recitation of two or 
more books palls and wearies the ear; at least 
iUcH an effect I have myself experienced. It 
is on this account, as well as on' the preservation 
of the colouring and manner of Homer, that the 
translation of Cowper vnll probably, in time, 
especially in its now corrected and higher finished 
fitatie, become the more popular and esteemed 
Version. No satiety is perceived from' reading 
any quantity of the blai^k verse of Cowper ; and 
the genius of Hofhcr, the state of manner^ of the 
period in which he wrote, and the whole sco'p^ 
and* design of his immortal epopees, are infiiritefy^ 
better felt and comprishended in the blank thatf 
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in the rhymed copy of the venerable bard. The 
issue will most likely be this^ that for insulated 
passages. Pope will generally be referred to ; but 
that he who wishes to peruse, and for any length 
of time together, the entire poems of Homer, will 
have recourse to the labours of Cowper. 

With part of the money arising from his sub- 
scription. Pope now purchased a villa at Twick- 
enham, having previously persuaded his father to 
dispose of a house that he possessed at Binfield, in 
Windsor Forest. In this delightful situation, on 
the banks of the Thames, he displayed a very 
])appy and correct taste for landscape garden- 
ing ; and the grounds and the grotto of the poet 
were visited and admired by the first characters 
in the literary, the political, and fashionable 
world. 

In 1717, our author lost his father, who died 
suddenly, in his seventy-fifth year, and to whose 
memory he has paid a most tender and afTec- 
tiodiate tribute in his epistle to Arbuthnot. 

About four years subsequent to this event, and 
shortly after the Iliad had issued from the press, 
he presented the world with the beautifiil poems 
of his friend Parnell, introductory to which he 
has prefixed an epistle to the Earl of Oxford^ 
which contains much weight of sentiment, and 
ms^ny highly^finished and nervous lines. It was 



,y Google 



96 BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHES. 

in the course of the same year^ that he entered 
into an engagement with Touson, to edite the 
plays of Shakspeare in six volumes quarto; aa 
undertaking to which, from his want of familia- 
rity with our ancient literature, he was altoge- 
ther incompetent ; and the result was, therefore^ 
painfiil to himself and dissatisfactory to the pub- 
lic. 

In a short time af^er this failure in his capa- 
city of an editor, he issued proposals for a ver- 
sion of the Odyssey, to be finished conjointly 
with Fenton and Broome. Both these gentle- 
men possessed a considerable share of learning, 
and their poetical talents were respectable. Their 
translations were revised by Pope ; and such is 
their general excellence, that they appear in no 
respect inferior to those which were solely the 
product of our author's pen. Fenton translated 
four books, the first, fourth, nineteenth and twen- 
tieth ; Broome eight ; the second, sixth, eighth, 
eleventh, twelfUi; sixteenth, eighteenth, and 
twenty-third. To the former. Pope presented 
three hundred pounds for his assistance ; to the 
latter five hundred. The emolument arising from 
the Odyssey could not, of course, equal that 
which had been derived from the Iliad, yet did 
it make a considerable addition to the property 
of our poet ; he had the benefit of the subscrip- 
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lion copies^ in number eight hundred and nine- 
teen^ and received from Lintot for the five quar« 
to«, of which the version consisted, one hundred 
pounds per volume. 

The merits and defects of this translation are 
similar to those which accompany that of the 
Iliad ; perhaps the want of simplicity is more ap- 
parent in this than in the former version, owing to 
the frequent description of simple manners and 
domestic incidents, which every where pervades 
the Odyssey. 

The unwearied fire andsublimity which breathe 
through the pages of the Iliad, and the peremp- 
tory decision of Longinus, have induced nearly 
all readers and critics to pronounce this epopeia 
infinitely superior to its successor. If excellence 
in the construction of the fable be, however, ac- 
cording to the opinion of Aristotle, in epic as well 
as in dramatic composition, the primary requi- 
site, there can be no competition between the 
two poems. The fable of the Odyssey is, both 
in its outline and minute parts, superior to that 
of any serious epic, either of ancient or modern 
times ; the interest increases rapidly as the work 
proceeds ; the incidents are imagined and com^ 
bined with exquisite judgment, and the denoue- 
ment is complete and satisfactory ; it is, in fact, 
a perfect model of art, of which the beauty and 

VOL. Ill, H 
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arrangement have not been sufficiently attended 
to or copied *. 

A strict intimacy had long subsisted between 
our author and Dr. Swift ; and, in 1727, they 
agreed to publish together their miscellaneous 
pieces in prose and verse. They formed four 
▼olumes octavo, and were introduced to the pub- 
lic by a preface, written by Pope, and in which 
occurs the following remarkable passage, a proof 
that he felt some compunction for the severity 
with which he had treated the character and 
memory of Mr. Addison. " In regard to two 
persons only, we wish our raillery, though ever 
so tender, or resentment ever so just, had not 
been indulged. We speak of Sir T. Vanbrugh, 
who was a man of wit and humour, and of Mr, 
Addison, whose name deserves all respect frofm every 
lover qf lemming. '* 

The year following this publication appeared 
the Dunciad, the of&pring of peevishness and ir« 
ritability ; a work of which, it is impossible to 
view Pope as the author without regret. The 
satire is unjustly severe ; the imagery frequently 
gross and indecent, and it possesses little ten- 
dency either to please the fancy or to move thQ 

* In the comic epq>ee, the fable of Fielding's Tom Jones 
holds the same rank, which we have allotted'to that of the 
Odyssey in the serious. * 
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lieart. It has merely served to expose the poet's 
urant of judgMenty and to perpetuate the me* 
mory of seyerd worthless scribblers^ who had 
otherwise sunk into the oblivion which Hiey m^ 
richly merited. 

The commencement of the Ethic Bptstles^ or, 
as-^ their author has rather improperly termed 
Hiem^ Moral Essays^ took place in 1731. The 
first, addressed to* Richard Earl of Burlington^ 
occasioned by his publication of P^ladio's I>e*» 
agns, forms the fourth according to the present 
arrangement, and is inmiediately subsequent* tO' 
the Epistle to Lord Bathurst on the Use of Riches, 
which appeared in 1732. These are preceded, 
as they now stand in afl the editions, by the 
Epistle to Lord Cobham on the Characters of 
Men, printed in 1733, and by the Epistle on the 
Characters of Women, addressed to a Lady, and 
first published in 1735. 

Before these received their completion, how- 
ever, by the appearance of the last-mentioned 
Epistle, Pope had introdiiced to the world, and 
finished, his Essay on Man ; the first and second 
epistles of which issued from the press in 1732; 
the third in 1733, and the fourth and last in 
1734. 

In these celebrated productions^ Pope assumes 
the important character of a didactic and ethic 
H 2 
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writer; and to this task he was adequate as far 
as a sincere love of virtue and morality, and aa 
intimate knowledge of mankind, could qualify 
him. In theology, metaphysics, and philosophi-^ 
cal disquisition, however, he was miserably de* 
ficient; and the Essay on Man, though contain- 
ing some fine imagery, many brilliant and even 
sublime passages, and an admirable brevity and 
terseness of diction, betrays not only great po* 
verty of argument and ratiocination, but an abso- 
hite ignorance of the tendency of his own syskeok 
and opinions. He perceived not that he was in- 
culcating the dogmata of the Theist and the Fa- 
talist; and, though a believer in revealed religion, 
that the major part of his poem was irreconcile- 
able vrilh the doctrines of Christianity. 
. The Ethic Epistles are in almost every respect 
superior to the Essay on Man. Their delinea- 
tion of character, in which they abound, is full 
of vivacity and strength, and exhibits a most ac- 
curate acquaintance with the manners, the pas- 
sions, and foibles of both sexes. The language 
has the force and compression which distinguish 
the Essay on Man ; the versification is peculiarly 
rich and harmonious; and the descriptions have a 
vigour, a warmth, and mellowness of colouring, 
which point out the maturity of our author's ob- 
servation and experience. 
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The most severe and sarcastic of these epi- 
sties, and consequently the most eicaggerated, is 
that, " On the Characters of Women/' " It is/* 
says Dr. Aikin^ addressing a young lady on the 
subject of poetry, " I believe, generally reckoned 
more brilliant than correct; more satirical than 
just. Whilst it assigns to your sex only two rul- 
ing passions, * the love of pleasure and the love 
of sway,* it chiefly dwells, in the description of 
individual characters, upon that mutability and 
inconstancy of temper which has been . usually 
charged upon the female mind. By thus re- 
presenting the ends as unworthy, and the means 
as inconsistent, it conveys the severest possible 
sarcasm against the sex in general. Woman, it 
seems, is even ' at best a contradiction;' and 
his concluding portrait of the most estimable fe« 
male character he can conceive, is^ut an assem- 
blage of contrary qualities ' shaken all together.' 
Yet this outrageous satire is almost redeemed by 
|he charming picture he has drawn (one would 
hope from the life) of that perfection of good 
temper in a woman, which is certainly the prime 
quality for enjoying and imparting happiness : 

Oh ! blest with temper, whose unclouded ray 
Can make to-mon'ow cheerftil as to-day ; 
She, who can love a sister's charms, or hear 
S ghs for a daughter with unwounded ear i 
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Sbe, wlio ne'er amwen till a husband cools. 
Or, if she rules him, never shows she rules ; 
Charms by accepting, by submitting sways. 
Yet hat her humour most when she obeys. 

'' I oonfeM, thk <lelight^l p<»rtrait is oaaired 
hy the oeBcladiag stFc^e, * Mistress <^ herself 
though china h\\ ;' "which you may justly despise, 
as one of those flippant sneers which degrade 
this poet *.*• 

Hie ** Imitatioiis of Horace/* which form so 
large a portion of Pope's poetical works^ ^¥ere 
l»eg^ui in the year 1733, by the First Satire of the 
{Second Book of Horace, imitated in a Dialogue 
between Alexander Pope of Twickenham in 
ComflEk. Midd. Esq. on the one part, and his 
learned Counsel on the other. This was followed 
in the year 1736, by the second satire of Horace; 
and> in 17 ST, by the sixth epistle of the first 
book ; the second satire of the second hook ; the 
first epistle of the first book of epistles ; and the 
first and second epistle of the second bo<^. To 
these Imitations, and to the Satires of Dr. Donne 
versified, were, at length, prefixed, as a Prologue, 
the Epistle to Dr. Arbutibnot, written in 1733, 
and first printed in 1734 ; and as an epilogue, 
T'wo Dialogues, written in 1738, the whole occu- 

^ AMd*a Letters on English Poetry, p. 94, 
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pying nearly an entire volume of our author's 
works. 

Few portions of the poetry of Pope have been 
more popular than these Imitations of Horace, 
with their accompanying Prologue and Epilogue. 
Though the satire be often too severe, and too 
much tinged with party rancour, or private 
spleen, the allusions are so apt, and the parallel 
passages so happy, that every reader must feel 
gratified in comparing the two poets^ and in re- 
marking the exquisite art and address of the Eng' 
lish satirist, who has never in any instance ser- 
vilely copied his original, but has merely pursued 
the train of thought which Horace had suggested ; 
and in so doing has ably filled up the outline 
which is sometimes but faintly traced on the page 
of the Roman classic. The Prologue and Epi- 
logue, especially the latter, are stilt more poig- 
nant and keen than the Imitations, to which, 
perhaps, they were at first, with no great pro- 
priety, annexed. With regard to the ]^ilogue, 
flays Dr. Warton, '^ every species of sarcasm 
and mode of style are alternately employed ; ri- 
dicule, reasoning, irony, mirth, seriousness, la- 
mentation, laughter, fkmiliar imagery, and high 
poetical painting*.*' 

In the year \1^^, and but a few weeks after 
» LifcorPopc,p.60. 
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the Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot had been finished. 
Pope lost his mother at the age of ninety-three. 
To her he had ever beei| the most tender and 
afiectionate of sons; and at the close of the fine 
epistle just mentioned, be thus sweetly and pa^ 
thetically aUudes to his filial duty< 

O Friend ! may each domestic bliss be thine [ 
Be no wipleasing melancholy mine : 
Me, let the tender office long eng^e. 
To rock the cradle of reposing age, 
Wilih lenient arts extend a Moth^s breath, 
Make Languor smile, and smooth the bed of Death, 
Explore the thought, explain the asking eye. 
And keep awhile one parent from the sky ! 

Johnson, speaking of this amiable feature in 
the character of Pope, observes, that ** his pa- 
rents had the happiness of living till he was at 
ease in his fortune, and without a rival in his 
iame, and found no diminution of his respect or 
tenderness. Whatever was his pride, to them 
he was obedient; and whatever was his irritabi-^ 
lity, to them he was gentle. Life has, among its 
soothing and quiet comforts, few things better to 
give than such a son *.'* 

♦ Lives of the Poets, vol. iii. p. 115. Pope requested 
his friend Kiehardsoii the painter to come to Twickenham, 
to take a sketch of his mother, just after she was dead, 
June 20, 1733. " It would afford (says he) the finest 
image of a Saint expired, that ever painting drew." 

VitieWqrlon*^Ltfe(ffPiBpe,p.53, 
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A surreptitious edition of the private corre- 
spondence of Pope having found its way into the 
"world through the rapacity of Curll, the book- 
seller, the poet was tempted, from a laudable at- 
tention to his own character, to re-publish them 
in a corrected state. They appeared, in 1737, 
in quarto, and a second volume was added in 
1741. 

Of this collection various have been the opi- 
nions of the critics ; Johnson seems not to have 
entertained a very favourable opinion of them ; 
and Warton thinks them ^' over-crowded with 
professions of integrity and disinterestedness, 
with trite reflections on contentment and retire- 
ment ; a disdain of greatness and courts ; a con- 
tempt of fame ; and an affected strain of common- 
place morality.'' Mr* Hayley has, however, in 
his Desukary Remarks on the Letters qf Eminent 
Persons, given us a more favourable, and, per- 
l^aps, a ju$ter representation of them. '' It has 
been a fashion to say,'' he remarks, '* the letters 
of Pope are stiff and affected ; even Cowper has 
spoken of them in such terms of general condem- 
nation, as, I aiQ confident, his candid spirit would 
have corrected, had he been led to reflect and 
eicpatiate on the subject; for, in v truth, though 
m^ny letters of Pope have the disgusting defects 
of formality and affectation, there are several io 
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which he makes a near approach to that excel- 
lence> that delightfiil assemblage of ease, free- 
dom, and dignity, which enchants the reader in 
the epistolary language of my departed friend. 
The letters of Pope are raloable in many points 
of view : they exhibit extraordinary specimens 
of mental power, and a contemplative spirit in 
very early youth : they show the progress of a 
tender, powerful, and irritable mind, in its ac- 
quaintance with polished life; the delights it 
enjoyed ; the vexations it endured ; the infirmi- 
ties it contracted ; and the virtues it exerted, in a 
kmg career of memorable enmities, and of friend- 
ships more worthy of unfading remembrance. 
He has passed himself so just and manly a cen- 
sure on his juvenile affectation of epistolary witj 
that, on this point, he is entitled to mercy £rom 
the severest of critics. It is not so easy to ex-^ 
euse him for the excess of his flattery ; yet on 
this article, ^. friendly admirer of the author may 
find something to alledge in his behalf. Among 
the most ofieWve of his Letters, we may reck<m 
those to Lady Mary Wortley Montague, pecu- 
liarly disgusting from their very gross and yety 
aukward adulation ; but even this may be par- 
donable, if we allow, what appears very proba« 
ble, that Pope was so fascinated by the beauty 
and attractions of this accomplished lady^ that he 
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vras absolutely in love with her, though not con* 
scions of his passion *" 

It must be confessed, that until the publica- 
lion of the letters of the author of the Task, Eng- 
lish literature could not boast of nuiny happy 
specimens in this pleasing mode of composition. 
The correspondence of Cowper now most un- 
doubtedly holds the first rank $ that of Gray pro- 
bably the second ; the light but elegant letters 
of Lady Montagu the third ; and the epistles of 
Pope, must> I apprehend, submit. to an arrange- 
ment in the fourth. 

The latter years of Pope were too much op- 
pressed by debility and disease to enable him to 
undertake any extensive or elaborate work. In 
the year 1740, he amused himself with a re-pub- 
lication of the Sdeda Ca/rmim Italontm; and, in 
1742, he ushered into the world, in no very au- 
spicious mcMuent, the fourth book of the Dun- 
ciad. Had life and health been granted him, it 
was his intention to have executed three works 
of great importance, and for which he had left 
many outlines. The frrsi vnu to have been a 
tnmslation of such portions of the Greek poets 
of various ages as inigbt furnish the reader with 
an accurate conception of Uieir manner and style : 
the second, a History of the Rise and Progress of 

* Ufe of Cowper, toI. iii. Introductory |ietter, p. 9. 
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English Poetry, divided into Six Schools; the 
School of Provence, of Chaucer, of Petrarch, <rf 
I)ante,of Spenser^and of Donne ; and theikkd, an 
Epic Poem, in blank verse, on the Establishment of 
a Regular Government in Great Britain, by Bru^ 
tus, the Grandson of iEneas; a subject which has 
been very lately, and very successfully too, as- 
sumed as the foundation of an heroic poem, by. 
Dr. Ogilvie, of Aberdeen. 

We have thus noticed the principal composi- 
tions of U^is great poet a» forming the most pro- 
minent events of a life spent in literary ccMuposi- 
tion. His lyric and miscellaneous poetry, and 
his epitaphs, are not of sufficient excellence or 
importance to jrequire discussion in a sketch so 
limited as this ; and of his merits as a vrriter of 
prose, we shall have occasion to speak at some 
length when noticing his contributions to the 
Spectator and Guardian. 

An asthmatic affection to which he had for 
some time been subject, terminated, in 1744» in a 
droipsy of the chest ; and on the evening of the 
tfiirtieth of May of the same year, after receiving 
the last sacraments according to his own church, 
with great tranquillity and resignationj he ex« 
pired in the fifity-seventh year of his age. He 
was buried at Twickenham by the side of hiai 
beloved parents, and a monument was in^ribed 
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to his memory by his friend the Bishop of Glou- 
cester. 

Though labouring under great bodily defor* 
inity> and its frequent attendants^ bad health ^ and 
irritability of temper^ the intellectual yigour of 
our poet was-unimpaired^ and his activity in the 
composition and correction of his works was al- 
most incessant. To this habit of diligent revi- 
sion he was indebted for a considerable portion of 
his fame, as his productions came forward to the 
public eye in a state infinitely more polished and 
perfect, than those of his predecessors; and he 
had the merit, indeed, of fixing a standard of cor- 
rectness from which no succeeding cultivator of 
the muses could with safety deviate. 

What rank should be assigned to Pope in a 
classification of our English poets, has been a 
subject of frequent enquiry. It is evident, that 
by far the greater part of his original produc- 
tions consists of ethic and satiric poetry; and by 
those who estimate mere moral sentiment, or the 
exposure of fashionable vice or folly, when 

* " He was protuberant bota before and behind, and so 
very feeble and weak, as not to be able to dress or undress 
himself without assistance; and so susceptible of cold, that 
be was not only wrapt up in far and flannel, but was also 
obliged to wear bodice made of stiff canvass, closely laced 
^bout him." 

WarUn^s Itfe of Pope, p. 67. 
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clothed ill splendid yersificatioB^ as the kigh^ 
proyince of the art, he must be considered as ibt 
first of bards. If, however, sublimity, isngina^ 
lion, aad pathos be, as they assuredly are, ^e no- 
blest efiRnla of the creatire powers, and tl^ most 
difficult of attainment, Pbpe will be fiwiid to hay e 
had some superiors, and seyend rivals. With 
Spenser, Shak^>eare, and Milton he cannot, in 
those essential qualities, enter into competitkm; 
and when compared with Dryden, Young, and 
Thomson, the mind hesitates in the allotment of 
superiority. Yet to the Rape qf the Lock, and Hm 
Eknm, we are willing to concede much ; pieces, 
in truth, of such finished structure, and so powep* 
ful in their appeal to the &ncy and ^ hearty 
that, warm from their perusal, we pause not to 
adjust the claims of rivalship ; but a£farm with ei^ 
thusiastic admiration, that if these entitle iiot 
their author to the appellation e( a great poet^ no- 
thing can. 

The pivose works of Pope, it is to be lamented, 
are not numerous ; independent of the CoUeetioii 
of Letters however, wWch we have already no- 
tice4» he wrote a great part of the Memoks of 
ScriUeru», a pvoduetion equally eminent for its 
learning and its humour; the Memoirs^of a Parish 
Clerk, in ridicule of the style of Burnet; a Pre- 
face to the Iliad; a Postscript to the Odyssey; a 
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Preface to Shakspeare ; Prefaces to his Pastorals 
and collected works, and a few small tracts. To 
these^ most of which, in point of style, are writ- 
ten with great purity and correctness, I wish we 
could ftdd many contributions to the Spectator 
and Guardian; but though with regard to the 
first of these periodical papers we have the aaysur- 
ance of Steele, that Pope was an assistant, it is 
now perhaps impossible, if we except a letter in 
N** 527, containing a few verses translated from 
the Metamorphoses of Ovid, to point out vnth 
any certainty what was the assistance that he im- 
parted. N*" 404, on the improper Direction of the 
Gifts of Nature; N" 408, on the Management of 
the Passions, and N'' 425, a Vision relative to the 
Vicissitudes of the Seasons, have been ascribed to 
him. The two former are built upon ideas which 
are to be found in the Essay on Criticism and the 
Esaa^/ on Man, and may thus have suggested the 
probal^ility of their having originated with the 
same author ; but what could lead to the ascrip- 
tion to Pope of the Vision in N° 425, is difficult 
to imagine ; since it contains a description of the 
writer's garden, which is hud out in a style diame* 
trically opposite to the . well-knovm chai^ and 
picturesque taste of our author in this delightful 
art. " You descend," says the Essayist, " at first 
by twelve stone step^ into a large square divided 
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into four grag^lots> in each of which iBa^statitt 
of white marble. This is separated from a large 
parterre by a low wall ; and from thence, throu^ 
a pair of iron gates, you are led into a long broad 
walk of the finest turf, set on each side wilb tall 
yews, and oa either hand bofdered by a canal/' 
This paper is likewise remarkable for a quota- 
tion from the Penseraso of Milton, an exception 
to the assertion, of the late Poet Laureate '' tha^ 
for seventy years after the first edition of Milton's 
poems in 1645, they are not once mentioned in 
the whole succession of English literature */' 

The share which Pope took in the Guardian, 
has been ascertained upon good authority ; and ' 
eight papers of yery con^derable merit are known 
to have been the product of his pen. Of these 
the earli«9t is 1^ 4, a very just attack upon the 
extreme folly and servility of dedications, con- 
ducted, as they then were, upon no other princi- 
ples than those of flattery and adulation. ''To 
say more of a man in these productions,'^ he ob- 
serves, " than one thinks, with a prospect of in- 
terest, is dishonest ; and without it, foolish. And 
whoever has had success in such an undertsdcing, 
must of necessity at once think himself in his 
heart a knave for having done it, and his patron 
a fool for having believed if Dryden, it is to 

* Warton'seditioa of Milton's poems, Prefoce, p. 5. 
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be regretted, had set an example of this species 
ef literary degradation which was but too faith- 
fully followed by the generality of his contem- 
poraries and successors. In N"* 1 1 , our author has 
^ven us a very pleasing and animated descrip- 
tion, and with many strokes of genuine humour, 
of the eflects of vanity and self-love. N** 40, in- 
troduces us to the exquisite irony on the pasto- 
rals of Philips; a paper which for its address, its 
artifice and management, has never been sur- 
passed. A plan had been formed, most probably 
by Addison, Tickell, and Philips, to introduce 
into the Guardian a set of papers on pastoral 
poetry, which, after discussing the merits of the 
ancients, should criticise those among the mo- 
derns who had attempted thia department, and 
decidedly give the palm to Philips, who was de- 
scribed as the only legitimate disciple of Theo- 
critus, Virgili and Spenser. 

Pope, who had written his pastorals not longafler 
those of his rival, could not patiently endure this 
decision, and.therefbre' sent this number for in- 
sertion in the Guardian ; of which the irony is so 
delicate and well contrived, that, although in the 
parallelism which he instiiutes he is always supe- 
rior, he gives the verdict in favour of Philips with 
so much plausibility and art, and with such ap- 
jKirent seriousness and sincerity, that Steele and 

VOL. Ill, I 
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the wits at Button's were, with the eK€«ptioQ of 
Addison, completely deceived ; and Sir Richard, 
though partial to Philips, eyen hesitated about 
its publication, lest the severity of the criticism 
should oflTend Pope. The result of its insertion 
was, as might have been expected, an irreconcil- 
able quarrel between the two Arcadians. Philips 
suspended a rod at Button's for tiie chastisement, 
as he aflfirmed, of his opponent; and Pope, in the 
first edition of his Letters, compliments his irri- 
tated rival with the appellation of " rascal." Death 
only terminated their mutual malevolence. 

Let us turn from this contest, where jealousy 
and envy are but too apparent, to behold Pope 
writing on a subject highly acceptable to hu- 
manity. He has employed N^^e^in pleading 
for the tender treatment of the brute creation, 
and in exposing the atrocity of those, who, dis- 
missing every feeling of compassion from their 
bosoms, scruple not, for the purposes of mere 
gluttony or sport, to torture and to murder, with 
wanton barbarity, the poor animal who is sub- 
jected to their tyranny and caprice. It appears 
to have come warm from the heart, and im- 
presses the reader with a pleasing idea of the 
benevolence and sympathy of the poet. The 
subject has been frequently resumed, both in 
prose and verse, by succeeding writers; but by 
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none with more energy and pathos than by our 
lamented Cowper. Speaking of domestic ani- 
mals^ he observes : 

In measure, as by force of instiuct drawn. 
Or by necessity constrained, they live 
Dependent upon man ; those in the fields. 
These at his crib, and some beneath his roof; 
They prove too often at how dear a rate 
He sells protection. Witness, at his feet 
The spaniel dying for some venial fault. 
Under dissection of the knotted scourge; 
Witness, the patient ox, with stripes and yells 
Driv'n to the slaughter, goaded, as he runs. 
To madness, while the savage at his heels 
Laughs at the frantic suiPrer's fury spent 
Upon the guiltless passenger oeerthrown. 
He too is witness, noblest of the train 
That wait on man, the flight-performing horse : 
With unsuspecting readiness he takes 
His murderer on his back, and, pushM all day. 
With bleeding sides, and flanks that heave for life, 
To the far-distant goal, arrives and dies. 
So little mercy shows who needs so much ! 
Does law, so jealous in the cause of man. 
Denounce no doom on the delinquent ? None. 
He lives, and o*er his brimming beaker boasts 
(As if barbarity were high desert) 
Th* inglorious feat, and, clamoix>us in praise 
Of the poor brute, seems wisely to suppose 
The honours of his matchless horse his own. 
But many a crime deem*d innocent on earth 
Is registered in heaven, and these, no doubt. 
Have each their record, with a curse annext. 
Man may dismiss compassion from his heart. 
But God will never. 

- i2 
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1 would not enter on my Ust of friends 

(Though grac'd with polish'd manners and fine sense. 

Yet wanting sen8ibility,)tbe man 

Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm. 

An inadvertent step may cnuh the snail 

That crawls at evening in the public path ; 

But he that has humanity, forewarned. 

Will tread aside, and let the reptile live. 

The creeping vermm, loathsome to the sight. 

And charged perhaps with venom, that -intrudes, 

A visitor unwelcome, into scenes 
Sacred to neatness and repose, th* alcove, 
The chamber, or refectory, may die : 
A necessary act incurs no blame. 
Not so, when held within their proper bounds 
And guiltless of offence, they range the air. 
Or take their pastime in the spacious field : 
There they are privileged; and he that hunt» 
Or harms them there, is guilty <^ a wrong. 
Disturbs tbe ceconomy of nature's realm. 
Who, when she fomi'd, design'd them an abode. 
The sum is this : If man's convenience, health. 
Or safety interfere, his rights and claims 
Are paramount, and mu^t extinguish theirs. 
Else they are all — the meanest things that are. 
As free to live, and to enjoy that life. 
As Qod was free to form them at the first. 
Who, in his sov'reigu wisdom, made them aU *, 

In N**78, Pope has gratified us by a very hu- 
morous satire on Bossu. It is entitled " A Re- 
ceipt for an Epic Poem ;" and was afterwards in- 
/rorporated with the Memoirs of Scriblerus, and 

* Cowper>sTa8k,Bodk6. 
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forms the fifteenth chapter of that work. The 
design is carried on with great pleasantry, and 
'with a very happy mixture of the vocabulary of 
the cook and the apothecary. Bossu was de- 
servedly open to this attack ; for, among many 
absurd reveries of a similar stamp, what can be 
more ridiculous than the supposition which he 
has seriously brought forward, that Homer and 
Virgil first selected a moral axiom, and then 
added a fable, with names and characters, for the 
mere purpose of illustrating liie precept they 
had thus chosen ? Of all the branches in poetry 
the epic province is that in which the French 
have least succeeded ; and even Voltaire has can- 
didly confessed, 

Les Francois n'ont pas la t^te Epiqae. 
Warton has, however, in a note on this num- 
ber of the Guardian, as inserted in the Memoirs 
of Scriblerus, mentioned an Epic poem by Le 
Moine, entitled St. Louis, in terms of such praise 
as to induce the wish that it were either trans- 
lated, or rendered better known in its original 
dress. " Le Moine,'* says the Doctor, ^' seems to 
have possessed a more vigorous and fertile fancy 
than any of his countrymen ; who, whatever ta- 
lents they may lay claim to, are not eminent for 
imagination and creative powers. His poem is 
in eighteen books, on the recovery of our Saviour's 
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Crown of Thorns from the Saracens; the subject^ 
therefore, closely resembles that of Tasso, cer- 
tainly one of the most interesting subjects that 
has ever been treated. He has, like Tasso, also 
introduced machinery of angels, demons, and ma- 
gicians. The speech and behavioar of one of ^e 
latter, Mireme, in the fiflh book, page 145, wfao 
calls up from Hell the shades of many departed 
tyrants, is conceived with wonderful wildness of 
fancy, heightened by the scene of this transac- 
tion, near the pyramids of Egypt; especially 
when the ghost of Saladin declares, with an awful 
and tremendous voice, that the Saltan must slay 
his daughter, as an expiatory sacrifice. In short, 
this poem abounds in the terrible graces, and is in 
a tone and manner very superior to that gene- 
rally used by the writers of France, and ap- 
proaching to the sublimity of Dante or Mil- 
ton*/' 

Though the irfitable bard of Twickenham 
could not bear the smallest raillery from another, 
in allusion either to his dwarfish stature or defor- 
mity, he was sometimes pleased to descant with 
much merriment on his own defects ; and in Nos. 
Q 1 and ^2 in the Guardian, he has introduced a 
very ludicrous account of himself and his asso- 
ciates under the appellation of the Little Club, of 
f Warton's Pope, vol. vi, p. 268. 
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iwbich the members were not to exceed five feet 
in height. These papers are the vehicle of much 
firolic^ mirth^ and humour^ and gave birth to the 
description of the Club of Tall Men by Addison 
in N"" 108. The following is the portrait which 
Pope has thought proper^ upon this occasion^ to 
pencil for himself. 

** Dick Distich by name, we have elected presi- 
dent : not only as he is the shortest of us all, bat 
because he has entertained so just a sense of his 
stature, as to. go generally in black, that he may 
appear yet less. Nay, to that perfection is he 
arrived, that he stoops as he walks. The figure 
of the man is odd enough ; he is a lively little 
creature, with long arms and legs; a Spider is no 
ill emblem of him; he has been taken at a dis- 
tance for a small windmill. But, indeed, what 
principally moved us in his favour was his talent 
in poetry, for he hath promised to undertake a 
long work, in short verse, to celebrate the heroes 
of our size. He has entertained so great a respect 
for Statins, on the score of that line. 

Major in exiguo regnabat corpore virtus — 

A larger portion of heroic fire 

Did his small limbs and little breast inspire- 
that he once designed to translate the whole The- 
baid for the sake of little Tydeus.*' 
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The last number * which Pope contributed to 
the Guardian^ is a happy attempt to expose and 
ridicule the bad taste which at that time pre- 
yailed in gardening. Addison had led the way 
in N'' 4 14 and N*'44<7 of the Spectator; and our 
author prosecuted the same design with great 
success, both in this paper and in his Epistle on 
False Taste, inscribed to Lord Burlington. Ma- 
son, in his English garden, thus celebrates these 
harbingers of picti^resque beauty : 



-Addisok, 



Thou polishM Sage, or shall I call thee Bard, 
1 see thee come : around thy temples play 
The lambent flames of huDKNir, brightening mild 
Thy judgment into smiles;, gracious thou com'st 
With Satire at thy side, who checks her frown. 
But not her lecret sting. With bolder rage 
Pope next advances: his indignant arm 
Waves the poetic brand o^er Timon's Shades, 
And lights them to destruction : the ^rce blaze 
Sweeps through each kindred vista; groves to grovec; 
Nod theur fraternal frur^well, and expire. 
And now, elate with fair-eam'd victory. 
The Bard retires, and on the bank of Thames 
Erects his flag of triumph ; wild it waves 
In verdant splendour, and beholds, and hails 
The King of Rivers, as he rolls along. 

Since the efibrts of Addison and Pope, to de^ 
corate and embellish their native island, the pro- 
gress made in the creation of landscape has bee^ 
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gpreat. The seats and plantations of our nobility 
and gentry have assumed a new aspect, moulded 
l>y the taste and abilities of Kent, Southcote, 
Si&enstone, and Browne; of Walpole, Mason, 
Whateley, and Price. 

The Latin verses in this number of the Guar- 
dian^ Hmc et nexilibus, S^c, are supposed by War- 
ton to have been written by Pope; and that con* 
sequently his name may be added to the list of 
those English poets^ who have likewise composed 
in Latin metre. 

From the excellence of the papers which we 
have just enumerated, it were greatly to be wish- 
ed that Pope had furnished a more ample portion 
to the Guardian. What chiefly prevented his 
further aid was the apprehension, as he confesses 
to Addison in a letter written about the close of 
1713 *, of being implicated by the public with 
Steele in his political sentiments and measures. 
Sir Richard was an enthusiastic Whig ; and Pope, 
who had friends on both sides, but more parti- 
cularly in the Tory interest, and who had like- 
wise an aversion to a^ume the badge of any 

^ « An honest Jacobite," says Pope, in the letter al- 
luded to, *' qx>ke to me the sense, or nonsense, of the weak 
part of his party very fairly, that the good people took it iU 
of me that I writ with Sleele, though upon never so indif- 
ferent subjects." 
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f>arty^ ^nmd rt necessary to preserve the appear- 
ance of a strict neutrality. We had otherwise, 
it is probable, received numerous papers from his 
pen ; and when we consider the style, the hu- 
mour, and the wit of those which we do possess, 
we must once more pause to execrate the folly, 
the malevolence, and narrow views of that poli- 
tical spirit which could thus impede the exertions 
of genius in polite literature, merely becaxise they 
were combined with those of a man whose ideas 
of government, though in a great degree consti- 
tutional, ware not exactly similar to its own ^" 

* Vide Warton's Pope, vol. vii. p. 271 . 
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ESSAY II. 

BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHES OF THE 
OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENTS OF STEELE AND 
AI>DI80N. 

In the precediug essay we have allotted a larger 
space to the Biography of Budgell^ Hughes, 
Berkeley, and Pope, owing to the number and 
importance of their contributions, than can pos- 
sibly be given to the characters who form the 
subjects of this and the following essay ; for how- 
ever ample their exertions might be in other de- 
partments of literature, as they brought not much 
assistance to the periodical works under our con- 
sideration, their claim for extended notice, can- 
not, in accordance with the plan which we ha^e 
adopted, be great. 

5. Thomas Tickell, son of the Rev. Rich- 
ard Tickell, Vicar of Bridekirk, near Carlisle in 
Cumberland, was born in 1686. After a com- 
petent education in his native country, he entered 
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a member of Queen's College^ Oxford, in April, 
1701 ; was made Master of Arts in 1708, and was 
chosen Fellow in 1710. The statutes of the uni- 
versity, however, requiring orders previous to an 
admission to the fellowship, he obtained a dis- 
pensation from the Crown. 

The genius and inclinations of Mr. Hckell ap- 
pear to have early led him to a public and lite- 
rary life ; and his acquirements were such as 
were well calculated to forward and support bis 
wishes. To considerable classical learning he 
added an elegant and correct taste, much skill in 
the art of versification, and a shrewdness and 
knowledge of human life fully adequate to the 
routine of political or diplomatic emplo3rment. 

With these talents he was fortunate enough to 
obtain the patronage of Addison, through the 
medium of a copy of verses in praise of his Rosa« 
mond. The friendship thus obtained was never 
for a moment violated : Addison, it is said, had 
the affection of a father for Tickell, who, in re- 
turn, loved and venerated this great man with a 
zeal which no filial duty could exceed. 

An early consequence of this connection was 
th^ assistance of Tickell in the Spectator and 
Guardian, and an intimacy with Steele and his 
associates. During the progress of the first of 
these periodical papers, and while the public 
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was impatiently eitpectiog the issue of the oego- 
tiation which preceded the peace of Utrecht, 
our author published his Prospect of Peace, a 
poem ; the purport of which was to reconcile the 
nation to the idea of sacrificing some advantages 
for the sake of tranquillity ; and to show that the 
result of conquest, however giorious or exten- 
^ve, was less valuable and permanent than the 
blessings attendant on an honourable peace. To 
the Whigs, of whom Addison was the leader^ and 
i^ho had but too much reason for reprobating 
the treaty then pending, this production of 
Tickell must have beeh extremely unwelcome ; 
more especially as it obtained a rapid circula* 
tion, and saw a sixth edition in the space of a 
Tery short period. Addison, nevertheless, had 
too great a regard for Tickell to suffer his poli- 
tical opinions to operate to the prejudice of his 
friend, and has therefore, in N** 523 of the Spec- 
tator, spoken of this poem in terms of warm ap- 
probation, and with a particular commendation 
of the author's judgment in refusing to employ 
the stale mythology of Greece and Rome ; an edict 
against the use of which, and written in a vein of 
exquisite humour, terminates the paper. 

The versification both of this poem and of its 
predecessor on the Opera of Rosamond, is, in 
general, spirited and sweet; and the sentiment 
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and imagery^ if not entitled to tho praise of mo^ 
originality, are, at least, correct and pleasing* 

He shortly afterwards inserted a poem, ad- 
dressed " To the supposed Anthor of the Spect^ 
tor,'' in N^ 532 of that work ; and in the succeed- 
ing volume * another entitled The Royal Progtrai, 
written on the arrival of Creorge the First in this 
island, and of which, as Johnson observes, '^ it is 
just to say that it is neither hi^ nor low.'' 

The accession of this monarch, however, opened 
a new path to the career of Tickell. He had 
been a vigorous defender of the House of Hano- 
ver and its disputed rights, and had written a 
political poem under the appellation of an " Epu- 
tie to a Crcntleman at Avignon:*^ it is an attilck 
upon the Chevalier and his supporters, and wbicb> 
says Johnson, '* ranks high among party poems; 
it expresses contempt without coarseness, and su- 
periority without insolence." It was much read^ 
passed through five editions, and was esteemed to 
have been highly serviceable to the cause which 
he had espoused. He had a claim, therefore, 
upon the new dynasty, and met accordingly with 
patronage at Court. 

The intimacy which had so long subsisted be- 
tween Mr. Addison and our author, was now ren- 
dered still more close by the ties of business and 

♦ N^efo. 
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interest. Addison was ttppointed Secretary to 
the ^Earl of Sunderland, and took Tickell with 
him to Ireland, as a person well calculated to 
assist him in the detail of official employment. 
The connection proyed so mutually subservient 
to the* interests of each, that, when Addison be- 
came Secretary of State in 17 17, he immediately 
advanced Tickell to the post of Under Secretary ; 
a situation which he filled with equal advantage 
to himself and his patron. 

The decease of Addison, which took place in 
1719, was severely felt and sincerely lamented 
by Tickell. To the collected works of his great 
{>atron, who had on his death-bed lefi; him the 
charge of publishing them, he prefixed an Elegy 
ia memory of their author, which we have in- 
serted at the close of the life of Addison^ and to 
whose beauty and pathos no language can do 
justice. I know indeed of no verses which more 
immediately find their way to the heart, or which 
indicate greater warmth of affection, or greater 
sincerity of praise. 

It is a remarkable proof of the force of pre- 
judice, that when Steele, who never entertained 
a high opinion of Tickell, and who even endea- 
voured to dissuade Addison against appoiating 
him to the secretaryship, published the second 
edition of The Drummer, he thus speaks of this 
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incomparable elegy: " And since the editor 
(viz. of Addison^s Works) has adorned his heavy 
discoarse with proie m rh^me^ at the end of it^ 
upon Mr. Addison's death *" Tickell had now 
giyen fresh offence to Sir Richard^ by omitting 
Tke Dnanmer in the quarto edition of his patron's 
works, and in so dcung had completely divested 
himself, in the eyes of Steele, of all merit, pro- 
saic or poetic. 

The only unpleasant incident in which the 
friendship of Addison inyolved our author, ori- 
ginated in the publication of the translation of 
the first book of the Iliad of Homer ; which, un- 
der the supposition of Pope and his friends, was 
the production of Addison, though brought for- 
ward to the world under the name of Tickell. 
The circumstances of this transaction, however, 
which for a time divided the republic of letters, 
have been detailed at such length in the life of 
Addison, that any further consideration of the 
subject woukl be altogether tautological and su- 
perfluous. 

As a cultivator of the Muses, Tickell holds a 
distinguished rank among the minor poets of his 
country. Besides the pieces that we have enume- 
rated, of which the Elegy v^uld do honour to 

* Letter to Mr. Congreve, prefixed to the second edition 
4if The Drammer. 
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^tiy bard, however exalted^ he wrote a very ele- 
^nt copy of verses on the Cato of his friend 
Addison^ and a party poem of some merit, enti- 
tled an Imitation of the Prophecy qf Nerau. To 
these we may add his Colin and Lucy, one of the 
most interesting and pathetic of modern ballads. 
It has been honoured by a translation from the 
pen of Vincent Bourne, and which, beautiful as 
is the original, has in several places heightened 
its pathos and effect; for instance, how admira^ 
bly has he improved the sixth stanza. 

There bear my corse, ye comrades dear. 

The bridegroom blithe to meet ; 
He in his wedding-trim so gay, 

I in my winding-sheet 
She spoke, she dy'd:^her corse was borne. 

The bridegroom blithe to meet. 
He in his wedding-trim so gay. 

She in her winding-sheet. 

Exangue oh ! ilbie, amUet, defertet codaveff 

Sudiem^oh! Uerum eongrediamur, ait ; 
Vettibtu omatui iporuaUbus ille, eaputque 

Ipsa septdchrali vineta pedesque stolB, 
Dixit, et occubuit'^-^latum exangue cadaver, 

Sua temel in bngum eongrederentur, erat ; 
Vettibus ornatus sponsaUbus iUe, caput^e 

Ilia sepulchraU vineta pedesque stola *, 

The Ode to the Earl qf Sunderland too, though 
it cannot rank im the first class of Lyric poetry, 
* Poematia a V. Bourne tertia edita. 1743» p« 145. 

TOL. UK K 
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has a considerable portion of elevation^ spirit, 
and harmony. The mos^ elaborate production 
of Tickell, however^ is yet to be mentioned^ his 
KennngUm Garden; which, had he been more jur 
dicious in the choice of his mythology^ and 
avoided the glaring inconsistency attendant on a 
miztnre of Grecian and Gothic fable, would have 
been nearly perfect in its design and execution. 
The yerse flows with great smoothness, and the 
descriptions are generally viyid, correct, and 
pleasing. 

The promotion and prosperity of Tickell ceased 
not with the departure of his illustrious friend. 
He was created, in 1725, secretary to the lords 
justices of Ireland, and the year following va- 
cated his fellowship at Oxford, by entering into 
a matrimonial connection at Dublin. 

In his official appointment, a situation of great 
dignity and profit, he continued during the re- 
mainder of his days, and died at Bath on the 
twenty-third of April, 1740, after a life of great 
usefulness and integrity. 

Tickell was in his person and manners amiable 
and pleasing. His habits were rather of a con- 
vivial cast ; he loved the gay circle and the en- 
livening glass, bnt seldom, if ever, passed beyond 
the limits of temperate indulgence. |lis conver- 
sation was spirited and attractive, and in his fa- 
mily he was regular^ affectionate, and kind. 
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With regard l!oTick«12^ihare in the S^Mctatotv 
it is nowia Tain tolnake an enquiry; for, though 
«]^nowledged at a contribvitor by Steele in N* 
5S5 of that work» he hu with tingolar modesty 
^rboroe to distin^ish his papen by any mark 
or subsequent decfau^tion. It is 7«ry probable, 
hofweyer, as he spent a great part of his time dup- 
ing the progress of the Spectator, both with 
Steele and Addison, that many of the numbers 
to which the letter T is annexed were of his 
composition. Tradition has likewise recorded^ 
that of the numerous epistles which add yarie^ 
and character to the pages of the Spectator, our 
author furnished not a few. 

Nearly the same obscurity, with one excep- 
tion, veils from our yiew his communicationi to 
the Guardian: N^ 125 is known to be his, and 
contains an elegant description of the beautiM 
and exhilarating effects of the spring, llckdll 
appears, indeed, from this paper, to haye yiewed 
nature with the eye of a painter ; for the follow^, 
ing landscape, both in its minutiae and genera! 
keeping, is admirably drawn. 

*' I make it a rule,^' he observes, speaking of 
the spring, '' to lose as little as I can of that 
blessed season; and accordingly rise with the 
sun, and wander through the fields, ^row myself 
on the banks of little riyulets, or k«e myself im 
K 2 
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the woods. I spent a day^or two this spring at a 
country gentleman's seat^ where I feasted mj 
imagination every morning with the most Ivxn*- 
rious prospect I ever saw. I usually took my 
stand by the wall of an old castle^ built upon an 
high hilL A noble river ran at the foot of it, 
which, after being broken by a heap of mis- 
shapen stones, glided away in a clear stream, and 
wandering through two woods on each side of it 
in many windings, shone here and there at a 
great distance through the trees. I could trace 
the mazes for some miles, until my eye was led 
through two ridges of hills, and terminated by a 
vast mountain in another country.^' 

The strong propensity to enjoy in all their ex- 
tent the fragrance and freshness of this lovely 
season, which the opening of this picturesque 
scene describes, has been frequently felt by men 
of literature and taste, and has as often proved 
for months an invincible obstacle to the duties of 
study, however pressing or important. A late 
very accomplished classical scholar may be added 
to the number of those who have powerfully felt 
this irresistible desire, this delightful Sropyti. 
'' This impediment to study," he remarks, *' com- 
monly recurred in the spring of the year, where 
I was so enamoured of rambling in the open air^ 
through solitary fields, or by a river's side — that 
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no self*expo8tulalions« no prospect of future vex* 
adon, nor even emulation itself, could chain me- 
to my books. — Indeed one half of the year, the 
amuner, which brings with it an invincible pro- 
pensity to ramble abroad, wa& always idle with 
me*/' 

The six papers on pastoral poetry in the first 
▼olume of the Guardian, Nos. 15, 22, 23, 28, 30, 
and 32, have been ascribed, though upon no de- 
cisive grounds, to our author. The annotators 
are of opinion, that this assignment is more un- 
exceptionable than any other f , and indeed they, 
partake very little of the style and manner of 
Steele, to whom, for want of better authority, 
they have been commonly attributed. I should 
rather suppose them, from their internal evi- 
dence, to be the joint compoi»tions of Addison 
and Tickell, with perhaps some occasional assist- 
ance from Philips, who at this time lived under 
the same roof with Addison, and whose modesty, 
it is believed, though the essays seem purposely 
to have been written with a view to his praise> 
would present no formidable obstacle to such a 
junction. 

* Memoirs of the Life of Gilbert Wakefield, written by 
liimself, vol. i. p. 87. 525. 
f Vide Guardian, vol. i. p. 163.-»Note, edit, by Nidiols 

of 1797. 
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The merit oi these pepci^, ilrhoever was tfwir 
airther^ is coiMiderable. They give a rery pl^»^ 
ieg^ and rational account of the eFigin aad pooN 
gvesf of psBteral poetry; and N^ 32^ yr^ch closes 
the series^ is a welloimagined alI^;ory illustra- 
tive of the critical opinions laid down in the pre* 
ceding Numbers. On this fable Sir William 
Jones has constructed, with some additions and 
vanattons, a veiy elegant pastoral poem^ which 
be has entided Arcadia; and in the adrertise- 
Bieat to which he says, that be took the bint of 
it from an allegory of Mr. Addison ; supposing, 
most probably, from tbe slyle and manner, which 
aitie in this paper peculiarly sweet and polished, 
that it must have flowed frcmi the pen of that ac- 
complished writer. 

; The poem deviates from the essay in the fbU 
lowing partioulars; in the es^ay, Menalcas, an 
bihabitant of Arcadia^ and descended from the 
god Pan, o&ptn bis daughter Amaryllis in mar^ 
riage to the youth who can best perform upon a 
rural pipCi the gift of a ^aun ; and the difi^ent 
styles of pastoral cpnipositioii sure indicated by 
the mode of playing of the different candidates. 
Amyntag, the victor in the contest, lives long 
and happy with his fair pri^ ; they had, how-r 
ever, but '^ four descents in above two thousand 
years. JEs l^eir was called fliepcritus^ wl^o If ft 
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lis dotirinions to Virgil ; Virgil left his to his son 
Spenser; and Spenser was succeeded by his 
eldest-born Philips.*' 

In the poem, " Menalcas^ king of the shep- 
herds, means Theocritus, the most ancient^ and, 
perhaps, the best, writer of pastorals: and by 
his two daughters. Daphne and Hyla, must be 
understood the two sorts of pastoral poetty ; the 
one elegant and polished, the other simple and 
unadorned ; in both of which he excelled. Vir- 
gil, whom Pope chiefly followed, seems to have 
borne away the palm in the higher sort; and 
Spenser, whom Gay imitated with success, had 
equal merit in th^ more rustic style : these two 
poets, therefore, may justly be supposed in this 
allegory to have inherited his kingdom of Arca- 
dia*.'' 

This poem, like every other poetical produc- 
tion from the pen of Sir William Jones, is re- 
markable for its sweetness of versification ; its 
unagery too, is, in an eminent degree, beautiful 
and appropriate. The two chief classes of pas- 
toral poetry, as derived from Theocritus and 
Virgil, are thus allegorized in the description of 
the daughters of Menalcas : 

Two Idvely daughters were his dearest care ; 
Both mild as May, and both as April fkir ; 

* Sir William Jones's Poems, 8vo,. second edit. 1777, 
p. 37. 
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Love, where they moWd, each yoathfol breast mflam'd; 

And Daphne this, and Hyla that was nam'd. 

The first was bashful as a blooming bride. 

And all her mien displayed a decent pride ^ 

Her tresses braided in a curious knot 

Were cjose confined, and not a hair forgot ; 

Where many a flower, in mystic order plac*d. 

With myrtle twin'd, her silken fillet graced ; 

Nor with less neatness was her robe disposed. 

And every fokl a pleasing art disclos'd ; 

Her sandals of the brightest silk were made. 

And, as she walk'd, gave lustre to the shade ; 

A graceful ease in every step was seen, 

She mov'd a shepherdess, yet looked a queen. 

Her sister scom'd to dwell in arching bowers. 

Or deck her locks with wreaths of fading flowers ; 

O'er her bare shoulder flow'd her auburn hair. 

And, fanned by Zephyrs, floated on the air; 

Green were her buskins, green the vest she wore. 

And in her hand a knotty crook she bore. 

The voice of Daphne might all pains disarm ; 

Yet, heard too long, its sweetness ceas'd to charm ; 

But none were tir'd when artless Hyla sung. 

Though something rustic warbled from her tongue. 

Thus both in beauty grew, and both in fame. 

Their manners different, yet their charms the same^^. 

A small portion of the imagery of these lines 
is taken from the Guardian : but, to show in what 
manner Sir William has availed himself of the 
fancy and colouring of Tickell, or, if the reader 
please, of Addison, we shall transcribe the de- 
scription of the person and performance of the 

* Poems, p. 100. 
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successfbl loTer^ as given in the essay and the 
poem. 

*' The fourth that stepped forward was young 
Amyntas, the most beautiful of the Arcadian 
sw^ains, and secretly beloved by Amaryllis. He 
"Wore that day the same colours as the maid for 
ivhom he sighed. He moved towards her with 
an easy^ but unassumed air ; she blushed as he 
came near her ; and when she gave him the fatal 
present^ they both trembled, but neither could 
speak. Having secretly breathed his vows to 
the gods, he poured forth such melodious notes, 
that, though they were a little wild and irregu* 
lar, they filled every heart with delight. The 
swains immediately mingled in the dance ; and 
the old shepherds affirmed, that they had oflen 
heard such music by night, which they imagined 
to be played by some of the rural deities.'' 

Soon to the bower a modest stripling came. 
Fairest of swains, and Tityrus * his name : 
Mild was his look, and easy grace he show'd. 
And o^er his beauteous limbs a decent mantle flow'd : 
As through the crowd he press'd, the sylvan choir 
His mien applauded, and his neat attire ; 
And Daphne, yet untaught in amorous lore. 
Felt strange desires, and pains unknown before. 
He now begins ; the dancing hills attend. 
And knotty oaks from mountain tops descend } 

* The name, supposed to be taken by Virgil, in his first 
pastoral. 
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He fingS'Of swaint below the beedien shade. 

When lovely Amaryllis filPd the glade * ; 

Next, in a S3nnpathi2ing lay, complains 

Of love unpitied, and the lovers pains : 

'Ba^ when with itrt the hallow'd pipe be blew. 

What deep attention faash*d the rival crew ! 

He played so sweetly and so sweetly song. 

That on each note th' enraptar'd audience hung ; 

£v*n blue-hair'd nymphs, from Ladon's limpid stream, 

RaiM their bright heads, and li8teii>d to tte theme ; 

Then throi^ the yieldiiig waves in tra n sport gianc>d» 

Whilst on the banks the joyful shepherds danc'd : 

•* We oft, said they, at close of evening flowers, 

*' Have heari such music in the vocal bowers : 

" We wonder^ ; for we thought sotiie amorous god, 

** That on a silver moonbeam swiftly rode, 

" Had fann'd with starry plumes the floating air, 

" And touch'd his harp, to charm some mortal fairf.'* 



6* Jonathan Swift. Of the life of this ec* 
centric character, so numerous and so copious 
have been the details, and by men of thcTfirst re- 
qjectability in the republic of letters, that even 
had we room to enter at full length into the con- 
sideration of his biography, the attempt might be 
justly thought unnecessary, and altogether a work 
of supererogation. We ^all; therefore, h'mit 
ourselves to a few observations oh the chief pro- 
ductions of his pen, and on the principal events 

4* FbrfeDosam resonare dbces Amaryllida sylras. Viig^ 
f Poems, p. 114. 
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of his li£e; diTifting theoiy for the sake of penpi- 
cuity^ into three heads» literary^ Political^ and 
Domestic. 

Swift was, according to his own account^ the 
son of an attorney at Dublin, and was bom in 
that city on St. Andrew's day, in the year 1667. 
He was early sent to the school at Kilkenny, and 
in his fifteenth year became a member of the 
university of Dublin. It was with difficulty that 
he obtained his batcheloPs degree, but the dis- 
grace ariang fttmi this ciiscumstance only stimn^ 
lated him to greater exertion ; an efibct which, 
as Johnson has well observed, " may aflRwd use- 
ful admonition and powerful encouragement to 
men, whose abilities have been made for a time 
useless by their passions or pleasures, and who, 
having lest one part of life in idleness, are ttttipted 
to thn>w away the remainder in despair*.'' 

In 16B8, and when about the age of one-and« 
twenty,.Swift obtained the patronage of Sir Wil« 
Ham Temple, to whom he was distantly related. 
Under the roof of this amiable man he resided, 
as a fnend and companion, with the exception 
of one short period, until ] 699, when the death 
of his patron compelled him mote immediately 
to appeal to his own talents for support. 

The diurch had been early chosen bySwift* 
^ lives; vol. iti; p. 2. 
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for his profession ; he had tsken his degree oi 
Master of Arts at Oxford, in 1692; and two yeavs- 
afterwards, during his secession from Sir Wil- 
liam's mansion, he entered into holy orders, and 
obtained, through the interest of Lord Capel, the 
prebend of Kilroot ia Connor,, of about a hao- 
dred pounds a year. This however he redgned,. 
on his return to INioor Park, under the assuiaace 
from Sir William of future English preferment 
in exchange. Temple had, in fact, obtained 
from King William a promise of the first prebend 
for Swifl that should be vacant at Westminster: 
or Canterbury; but his majesty, though Swift 
took care to place himself in his way by attend-, 
log the court, either had forgotten, or did not 
choose to recollect, the obligation. 

Another disappointment awaited him ; the £asL 
of Berkeley had requested his assistance as his 
private secretary in Ireland ; but shortly af^r 
their arrival in Dublin, his lordship was per- 
suaded by a person of the name of Bush, that a 
clergyman was not qualified for such a duty,, aftd 
procured the office for himself. The injury aris- 
ing from this circumvention did not rest here ; 
Swift had reason to expect the deanery of Derry,. 
which yraa in his lordship's gift ; but the influ-. 
ence of the new secretary directed this prefer- 
ment into another channel. The indignation of 
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Swift was Strongly expressed on this occasion ; and 
Lord Berkeley^ conscious of the ill treatment he 
had undergone, and apprehensive of public ex-> 
posure from his pen, presented him with the rec- 
tory of Agher, and the vicarages of Laracor and 
Eathbeggin, in ^e diocese of Meath ; the united 
revenue of which, however, did net exceed one- 
tlurd of the value of the deanery. 

On the living of Laracor, Swift usually resided 
when in Ireland, and here he at length embraced 
the resolution of publishing his Tale qf a JkA. 
This celebrated work he had commenced so early 
as at the age of nineteen, and during his resi- 
dence at Dublin-college; he completed it whilst 
with Sir William Temple, and kept it by him 
nearly eight years in its finished state ; a piece 
of forbearance very unusual with a young author. 

This keen but humorous satire appeared ano- 
nymously in 1704, and speedily excited very- 
considerable attention, some applauding, and 
some vehemently reprobathig its tendency and 
design. The invective, however, which has been 
so lavishly poured upon this production, seems 
to have been greatly misplaced; and what is 
somewhat extraordinary, considering the purport 
of the work, the members of the church of Eng- 
land were its severest adversaries, and carried 
their resentment to such a pitch, that,' some years 
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tabflequent to its publication, oor author was pre- 
cluded the honourB of a bishopric through the re- 
presentatioiis of Archbishop Sharpe to the Queen, 
on the supposed hostility of this fiction to tiie 
church. The idea could only have arisen from 
the occasional, and certainly, in some instances, 
indecent levity of the author ; for the incidents 
of the tale form an allegory, which places in a 
▼ery conspicuous light the beauty and simplicity 
of the established worship of this kingdom, when 
com par ed with the gorgeous superstitions of po- 
pery on the one hand, and the stern fanaticism of 
presl^^rianism on the other. 

There was a peculiarity in the character of 
Swift, which, both in his writings and conduct, 
frequently laid him open, in the eyes of common 
observers, to the charge of levity or even im* 
ptety ; he had such a rooted abhorrence of hy- 
pocrisy, that, rather than be liable, iti the smallest 
degree, to its imputation, he would conceal his 
religious feelings and habits with the most scru- 
pulous care ; and a friend has been known to 
have resided under his roof for six months^ be- 
fore he discovered that the Dean regularly read 
prayers to his servants morning and evening, 

** To the horror he entertained of this vice,** 
•ays Mr. Monck Beikeley, '' must be attributed 
the cautious manner in which he concealed that 
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impressed on his i)oaB4«— It is a oertaiB fact, thai 
while the power of speech remaiaed, -the Deas 
coatinued constant in the perfonaance <^hit pri* 
vate devotions : and in proportioa as hif mentory 
failed^ they were gradually shortened, till at last 
he could only repeat the Lofd's prayer. Tbat» 
however^ he continued to do till the pow^ of 
Qtterance for ever ceased. This infonnation I 
had from the serrant who attended him. Noir^ 
an address to Heaven by one whose reason was 
on ^e wane> must have arisen from habit. Hy« 
pocrisy cannot be supposed to have influenced 
faim^ who was unmindful of the past, unconscious 
of the present, and indifferent to the future *.** 

The literary merit of the Tale qfa Tub is great, 
and, in this respect, exceeding every thing which 
he afterwards produced. The style has more 
nerve, more imagery, and spirit, than any other 
portion of his works : the wit and humour are 
perfectly original, and supported throughout with 
undiminished vigour ; but, it must be confessed, 
occasionally coarse and licentious; and the di-^ 
gressions exhibit erudition of no common kind, 
though not always applied in illustration of that 
side of the question on which justice and impar- 
tiality have since arranged themselves. 
« SmiSe* Worlcii, KichMn eOitoi^ 1101, vpL j^. p. 989. 
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The reputation which accrued to Swiften con* 
sequence of this singular production being gene* 
rally attributed to his pen, speedily introduced 
him to an intimacy with the first literary cha- 
racters in the kingdom ; and among these with 
none was he more familiar than with Addison^ 
who, the year succeeding the publication of the 
TTaie qf a Thb, sent him a copy of his travels^ in 
a blank leaf of which he had written the follow- 
ing lines: 

TO DR. JONATHAN SWIFT, 

The most agreeable companioo. 

The truest friend. 

And the greatest genius of his age. 

This Book is presented by his 

Most humble servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 

Though bashful, and more than ordinarily timid 
in mixed society, Addison was^ as we have re- 
corded in his life, extremely pleasant and com- 
panionable with a few intimate friends; and 
Sw'ih used to say of him, " that his conversation 
in a tite-H'tite was the jnost agreeable he had 
ever known in any one ; and that, in the many 
hours which he passed with him in that viray, 
neither of them ever wished for the coming in of 
a third person *." 

* Sberidaa's life 6f Swift, Nichols's edit, vol. i. p. 49. 
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Four years elapsed ere Swtflt ag&in rentured 
before the bar of the public ; and of the piecei 
which he then published^ and which belong to 
onr present department (the literary class), may 
be mentioned his ridicule of Partridge the abna* 
nack-maker> published under the signature of 
baac Bickerstaff, Esq. an efi^sion of pleasantry 
that obtained so much popularity as to induce 
Steele (as we hare already related in his life) 
to adopt that name for the leading character of 
his Tatlen 

With this amiable periodical writer^ Swift was, 
at this period, on the most friendly terms, and 
during the following year contributed several 
letters and papers to his Tatler. Politics, how* 
ever, soon drove them apart, and^ as is but too 
often the case, converted their former regard into 
a state of the bitterest animosity. 

In the year 1712 our author published, in a 
letter to the Earl of Oxford, a "Proposal for cor* 
recting, improving, and ascertaining the English 
Tongue/' The mode by which he me^nt to 
effect his purpose was, through the institution of 
an academy; in the formation of which he had 
proceeded so &r as to have named twenty persons 
of both parties for its members. The ministers 
were, however, too much involved in political 
warfare to have leisure for any consideration of 

VOL. III. L 
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this kind ; they praised the design^ but did no* 
thing more^ and of course the project was drop* 
ped. Swift does not appear, indeed, to have beea 
well qualified for the task that he proposed to 
undertake; he had little or no acquaintance with 
the languages on which the superstructure of the 
Euglish tongue is chiefly founded; and it is sin- 
gularly unfortunate^ that the very pamphlet in 
which his scheme is proposed, is, in point of 
grammar and style, the most defective and erro- 
neous of any production in his voluminous worksr 
As we are in this place considering the prhir' 
cipal literary compositions of Swift, we must pass 
over a series of fourteen years before we reach 
Vis second capital yfox\., his Gulliver^ s Travels; a 
book, which, in style, matter, and manner, bears 
little resemblance to the Tale qfa Tt^^, but which 
acquired a popularity even still more extended 
than that humorous satire. It was also, like 
every other effusion of the Dean, save the letter 
to Lord Oxford, published anonymously, and 
occasioned therefore on its appearance (Novem- 
ber, 1726,) a variety of conjecture as to the. 
author of such an original and eccentric volume. 
Even his most intimate friends were unacquainted 
with its origin ; and though they might suspect 
him as the founder of the feast, were cautious 
about absolutely declaring themselves. Thus 
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Gay, in a let^r to Swift, dated November 17, 
1726, speaks with hesitation, though it is appa- 
rent, from the tenor of his epistle, that he had 
nearly arranged his creed upon the subject. 

*' About ten days ago,*' he writes, " a book was 
published here of the travels of one Gulliver, 
which has been the conversation of the whole 
town ever since : the whole impression sold in a- 
week ; and nothing is more diverting than to 
hear the different opinions people give of it, 
though all agree in liking it extremely. It is 
generally said that you are the author; but I am 
told the bookseller declares, he knows not from 
what hand it came. From the highest to the 
lowest it is universally read, from the cabinet 
council to the nursery. The politicians to a man. 
agree, that it is free from particular reflections,, 
but that the satire on general societies of men is 
too severe. Not but we now and then meet wittv 
people of greater perspicuity, who are in search 
for particular applications in every leaf; and it ia 
highly probable we shall have keys published 
to give light into Gulliver^s design. — You may 
see by this, that you are not much injured by 
being supposed the author of this piece.^ If you 
are, you have disobliged us, and two or three of 
your best friends, in not giving us the least hint 
of it while you were with us. — Perhaps I may, 
l2 
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all this time be talking to you of £^bookyflraha¥6 
never teen, and whicii has not yet reacfaM Ire<- 
knd ; if it has not, I believe what we have said 
will be stt^lcient to recommend it to your read- 
ing, and that you will order me to send it to you. 
— I hope you do not wrke the thing that is not. 
We are afraid that B— — hath been guilty of 
that crim^ that you (like a Houyhnhnm) have 
treated him as a yahoo, and discarded him your 
service, i fear you do not understand these mo- 
dish terms which every cseature now understands 
but yourself*.** 

Pope was in an eqnal state of doubt, and there 
is reason to suppose that Swift derived much en^ 
tertainment from the surmises and curiosity <^ 
his Iriends. ArbuUinot, however, seems to have 
been in the secret ; for, writing to Swift on No-* 
vember 8, 1726, he says, ^* I will make over all 
my profits to you for the property of Gulliver's 
Travels ; which, I believe^ wiU have as great a 
run as John Bunyan f/* 

This singular work displays a most fertile ima- 
gination, a deep insight into the follies, vices, and 

* Swijft»s Works, vol. xii. p. 213. 

f Swift's Works, yoI. xH. p. 309. Mr. George Faulkoer of 
Dublin, says Dr. Birch, in one of his memorandum books 
preserved in the British Museum, told me, that Dr. Swift 
gave Mr. Pope the property of Gulliver ; which he sold the 
copy of for three hundred pounds ; and gave up to him, io 
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iflfirmities of mankind^ and a fund of acute ob- 
servation on ethics, politics, and literature. Its 
priacipal aim appears to have been to mortify 
the pride of human nature, whether arising from 
personal or mental accomplishments : the satire 
however, has been carried to6 hr, and degene- 
rates into a Hbel on the species. The fourth par^ 
especially, notwithstanding all that has been 86iid 
in its defence by Sheridan and Berkeley, appa- 
rently exhibits such a malignant wish to degrade 
and brutalize the human race, that With every 
reader of feeling and* benevolence it cdn occasion 
nothing but a mingled sensation of abhorrence 
and disgust Let us hope, though the tendency 
he such as we have described, thit it was not in 
the contemplation of Smh ; but that h^ was be- 
trayed into^ tbi^ degrading and exaggerated pic- 
ture, by that habitual and gloomy discontent 
which long preyed upoir his spirits, which at 
length terminated in insanity, and which for 
ever veiled from his eyes the fairest portion of 
htonanity. 

1727, his share of the copy of the three volotb^rof theS^ 
Bf^ceUanies, Which cftme i6 oiie hubdred ahd fifty povrnds. 
—The Doctor was angry with Mr. Pope for his satire iipod 
Mr. Addison, whom the former esteemed as an honest, 
generous, and firiend^y ndan. See D'^Israel^s Cu)riosities qf 
Literature, vol. ii. p. 194. 
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As it is not within the scope of oar design to 
notice every separate publication of the Dean^ we 
shall close our observations on his mere literary 
labours, by a brief discussion of his merits as a 
poet and epistolary writer. 

The poetry of Swift occupies nearly two oc- 
tavo volumes of the last edition of his works^ and 
is entirely confined to those species which may 
be termed the humorous mid familiar. In these^ 
however, he had attained a degree of perfection, 
of which English rhyme, before the appearance 
of his productions, had not been thought suscep- 
tible. The language is, in general, that of conver- 
sation ; and so ccmiplete a master is he of similar 
terminations, that scarcely a single word appears 
to have been introduced for the sake of consen- 
taneous sound, but strikes the reader as the very 
one which he should have chosen in plain prose 
as best adapted to express his meaning. The 
pleasure and surprise are likewise greatly en- 
hanced, when it is found that no writer has 
equalled our bard in the accuracy and correspon- 
dency of his rhymes. 

With these technical beauties he has, in his 
best pieces, combined the most poignant wit and 
humour, and a rich display of character; and 
these, so far from suffering from the necessary 
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jestrictions of metre and rhyme, are, in fact, 
rendered more graceful and impressive by their 
adoption. 

The same blemish, however, which has injured 
many of his prose compositions, is still more ap- 
parent in his poetry, much of which abounds in 
the grossest indelicacies, and in the most disgust- 
iag phpical impurities. There are, notwith- 
standing, several poems, and of some length, 
vhich are not only free from any thing which 
ought to revok a correct taste, but exhibit much 
elegance, urbanity, and well-turned compliment. 
Of this kind are the productions addressed to 
SuUa, «r descriptive of his passion for Vanessa ; 
his Baucis and Philemon, and his imitations of 
Horace, written in 1713 and 1714<. 

A very great majority of the poetry of Swift it 
written in lines of eight syllables, a measure in 
which he moves with peculiar spirit and facility. 
He possesses also equal excellence in what may be 
termed the anapaestic metre, which he has em* 
ployed with uncommon success in the delineation 
of broad humour. 

The letters of Swift have been usually admired 
for their colloquial and unaffected ease; and they 
certainly do possess, when ccmipared with those 
of his correspondents, a larger portion of the 
lighter graces which should characterize episto* 
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l»ry compositionf . Yet are they deficient in 
BMUty v^ry impressive qualities ; they are quem^ 
lous and splenetic; and want both the tenderness 
and dignity which distinguish many of the let- 
ters of Pope> Arbuthnot, and Gay, as well as th« 
eloquence ^id energy which pervade the cow* 
Mspondence of BoUngbroke. 

Swift for several years acted an important part 
open the great national theatre^ and his political 
hh was a scene of much activity and address. Jt 
vay be said to have commenced in the year 17 lO; 
at which period the Primate of IcellEiad coauoais* 
floaed him to solicit the Queen for a ranission of 
the &rst Ffttits and Twentieth Parts to the MA 
Clei^. He had, pvevioas ta this, however^ aib* 
tained some reputation aa a writer upcm p^itical 
and eecksiastkal afiaira; so early as 1701 he 
had published a pamphlet entitled Biaasmiow m 
Aikem and Rome, which attracted the noCtce of 
aevecal publii: character; aad in 17^ he proN- 
dij^ed lU. SemimmiS' <|f a Qmrck^Enghmd^B^M 
vnih reqpeet to EeUgimiand Gijeotnuneat; the Ar- 
gument against abolishing Christianiiy^; and A LeOar 
concerning the SooPMhrntai Teet. All these tiacts 
have the ment oi OHiehi seund raaaiuikigv ^g«b- 
ment, 4ndr perspieuity, aad^ weva ibll«wedl ifauing 
the subsequent year by a Profcot fn* the. AdBPono^ 
ment qf Beligioih add a g os a a d^ to^ LadgF Beidielby* 
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His delegation relative to the First Fruits wad, 
k>weyer^the foandation of his pohtical eminence; 
fer Mr. Harley^ to whom be applied on this ac* 
count, very speedily discovered his genius and 
talents, and very shortly afterwards admitted 
him to the most tmbowided confidence and fami- 
liarity. 

In coraequence of this connection with the 
Tory ministers of Queen Anne, Swift, who bad 
hitherto been esteemed a Whig, now eagerly em* 
braced the measures of government ; and, on the 
2d of November, 17 10, wrote and published the 
thirteenth number of the Examiner^ a paper of 
great warmth and virulence, in deience of Tory 
prmciples, and which he continued without in- 
temiptioii until June 7,1711. 

Fnxn this period to the death of Queen Anne 
m 171'!, fPax aathor continted the confidential 
fneiMt of St^ Jehft and Barley; p^nrned and di- 
rected Biany of the most efficient measures of the 
ttste, and became «oe of a select miiHsterial as- 
sociatioD w6ic)» met weekly under the appella- 
tioft of Brothers. His vpen was of course strenu- 
ously employed in the support of his paMy, and 
sometimes with a success which exceeded even, 
tte moQt sanguine expectations of government* 
Tbu», m 1712, when ft was the aim of adminis- 
tration to* reeoBOile the nation to a peace, he pub^ 



,y Google 



154 BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHES* 

lished the Conduct qf the Allies; a pamphlet iPirhich 
80 completely answered the purpose for which it 
was written, that it produced an entire reyolution 
in the opinions of the people; and Marlborough, 
who had hitherto been the fevourite^ and^ ahnost 
idol of the kingdom, was now generally believed, 
in consequence of Swift's representation, to have 
protracted the war merely with a view to his 
own interest. Such was the eagerness to peruse 
this celebrated treatise, that it passed through 
seven editions in the course of a few days, and 
eleven thousand copies were sold in less than a 
month. 

The demand upon the abilities of our author 
increased with the danger which threatened the 
ministers; they were assailed on all sides by a 
formidable body of Whigs; and the single arm of 
Swift was employed to disperse a host. He con- 
tinued to defend the cause with unabated vigour, 
and published in its support Ructions on the 
Barrier Treaty; Remarks on the Bishop qfSarum^s 
Introduction to his third Volume qf the History qf 
the Reformation; and, in the commencement of 
17 H, The Public Spirit qf the Whigs, in answer to 
Sir Richard Steele's Crisis, These tracts display 
a fund of humour, ridicule, and wit ; but the last 
so offended the Scotch nation, that, through the 
jBolicitations of its Lords, a proclamation was 
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israed^ ofieiing a reward of three hundred pounds 
for the discovery of the author. Swift, however, 
remained concealed ; and the Scotch, a short time 
subsequent to this transaction, were happy to 
secure him in their interest. 

The influence, the dignity, and importance 
which attached to Swift, from his very intimate 
connection with administration, involved him in 
a perpetual hurry of business; and he was courted 
and solicited by hundreds, whoexpected,through 
his interference, the completion of their views 
and wishes. 

In the mean time, whetiier from indifference 
tm his part, inability on the side of ministers, or 
an apprehension of of&nding the clergy, lyho 
still looked upon our author with distrust and in- 
dignation, no recompence t>r promotion reached 
him until April, 17 13, when he was presented 
with the Deanery of St. Patrick in Ireland ; the 
highest preferment which, notwithstanding all 
his political ccmsequence, he ever attained. 

Though Swift immediately crossed the chan* 
nel to take possession of his newly acquired dig« 
nity, little more than a fortnight elapsed before 
he was importunately urged to return, in order 
that he might endeavour to soften the animosity 
which had broken out between Harley and Bo« 
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Kngbroke, asd which threftleBed> ia its conse-* 
quencesy the efitire dissolntfOD of the ministry. 

The attempt failed ; a eoHipIete disuEion to^k 
place, and Swift, in disgost, returned, m Juiie> 
1714, to the house of a friend in Berk^hire^ 
where he composed his treatise entitled, Sb^ne 
,/ftBc Thoughts upoH the preterU State qf Affairs, in- 
tended as a disclosure of the causes which had 
^eisroned the want of confidence and cordiality 
among the members of administration. This 
tract was ably written, and liMght have proved 
serviceable, had not the death of the Queen, 
which occurred very soon after it was ccHniniti;ed 
to the pressr^at once annrhihit^ the Tory minis- 
try, and siript the Dea» of all his political in-* 
;fliietioe. 

To escape from the triumpk of the opposite 
party, was now with Swift an object devoutly t6 
be washed ^ and he therefore hastened to the Sister 
Kingdom, to bury his chagrin and disappoint^ 
ment in dke shades of a literary privacy. Th^ 
importaflN) part, however, which h€ had ac<ed 
with the Tories, permif^ed htm not, for some time^ 
to obtain the oMivion that he sought : the Whigs 
maliciously seized ef ery opportcraity of insulting 
hrim ; he was abused, and even pelted, as he pass* 
ad al6ng tb6 stxeets ol Dnbtni; nor could he watt 
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or ride securely without the attea^SBce of ser« 
yaais armed for hif protection. The itorm at 
length subsided ( the friend and counsellor of 
Oxford and fioiingbroke was forgotten ; and a 
calm of six years' duration interrened, ere popu- 
larity again accompanied the footsteps of our 
aatbor. 

His pen during this seclusion was not altoge- 
ther idle; he drew up Memoirs relating to that 
Change which happened in the Stueen^a Ministry in 
the year 1710, written in October, 1714; and 
An Inquiry into the Behaviour ^ the Sttteen's last 
Ministry, with relation to their Quarrels anumg them* 
sdves, and the Design charged t^wn them qf altering 
the Succession to the Crown, It is probable also, 
that during this period he revised, corrected, and 
enlarged, his History of the Pour last Years of 
^iueen Awie, a work which had been destined for 
publication in 1713, but which political circum- 
stances at that time, and> in the subsequent year, 
the decease of the Uueen, arrested in its way^ to 
^e press; obstacles which occasioned its oon- 
agnment to the d^sk for nearly half a century. 
Much information, and much developement of 
mystery, wer^ expected from its appearance; but 
when printed in 175S it is said to have greatly 
disappointed the pubHc expectations. 
It was in the year 1720 th&t the Deaa resumed 
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his consequence with the public^ by issuing a 
pamphlet^ entitled A Proposal for the Utdversai 
Use qf Irish MaTUffactures; in which he points out^ 
in a most clear and convincing manner^ the 
wealth and prosperity which would accrue to the 
Irish from Wearing their own manufactures, and 
rejecting those of England < This attempt, a» 
might have been foreseen, brought upon the 
author the vengeance of the Enghsh traders; the 
printer was prosecuted, and imprisoned | but the 
result of this ill-judged resentment was a tide of 
popularity in favour of Swif);; and, after the Chief 
Justice had in vain endeavoured to procure a ver- 
dict of guilty, permission was at length obtained 
frcnn England to grant a noli prosequi. 

Four years after this event the Bean became 
almost an object of idolatry to the Irish by rescu- 
ing them from the artifice and rapacity of one 
William Wood, who had by sinister means pro- 
cured a patent for coining hal^ence for the use 
of Ireland to the enormous amount of one hun- 
dred and eighty thousand pounds. In an address 
to both houses of parliament, drawn up by our 
author, he states the petitioners as alledging the 
fraudulent obtaining and executing of Wood's 
patent ; the baseness of his metal ; and the pro- 
digious sum to be coined, which might be en- 
creased by stealth, from foreign importation, and 
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his own counterfeits^ as well as those at home ; 
whereby, say they> we must infallibly lose all our 
little gold and silyer, and all our poor remainder 
of a very limited and discouraged trade. 

To enforce these representations^ Swifl com- 
BCieDced the publication of a series of letters, 
under the feigned name of M, B, Drapier, and 
placed the ruinous consequences which must ne- 
cessarily attend the enforcement of the patent in 
so striking a light, that the nation, through all its 
ranks, became alarmed and clamorous against the 
■aeasure. So universally indeed were these let- 
ters read and admired, that, it is said, there was 
scarcely an individual in the kingdom, indepen- 
dent of the creatures of government, but what 
had formed from their perusal a fixed resolution 
never to receive one piece of Wood's coin in pay- 
ment. The consequence was, that, though the 
printer was imprisoned, arid a bill of indictment 
ordered to be prepared against him, no Grand 
Jury could be prevailed upon to find it; nor 
could the proclamation of a reward of three hun- 
dred pounds for the discovery of the author, avail 
in the least toward his detection. The triumph 
of Swift was complete ; government became ap- 
prehensive of the consequences of pressing a 
project so deservedly detested ; the patent was 
anhuUed, and the halfpence withdrawn. 
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The style of these celebrated letters is a proof 
of the most consummate art and judgment; they 
were meant to appear as the production of an 
honest shopkeeper of plain good sense^ and^ of 
course, it was requifite that the language should 
correspond with the character; it is, accord- 
ingly, perfectly plain and simple ; and to eyery 
individuaU however moderate his capacity, in the 
' highest degree perspicuous and intelligible. The 
arguments likewise, and their arrangement, were 
as clear and evident as the diction in which they 
were clothed ; and, considering the persons to 
whom these epistles were addressed, and the pur* 
port they were written to answer, the opinion of 
Hawkins Browne will not probably be deemed 
hyperbolical, when he asserted, that *'the Dr»- 
pier's Letters were the most perfect pieces of 
oratory ever composed since the days of Demos* 
thenes/' As a specimen of their style and hu-> 
mour, and of the happy facility with which our 
author supported the character that he had as* 
sumed, the following passage may be adduced : 

" I am very sensible,'* says the Drapier, *' that 
such a work as I have undertaken, might have 
worthily employed a much better pen : but when 
a house is attempted Xq be robbed, it often happens 
that the weakest in the family runs first to stop the 
door. All the assistance I had were some in- 
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formations from an eminent peri»on whereof I am 
afraid I have spoiled a few, by endeavouring to 
make them of a piece with my own productions j 
and the rest I was not able to manage. 1 was in 
the case of David, who could not move in the 
armour of Saul, and therefore I rather chose to 
attack this uncircumcised Philistine (Wood I 
mean) with a sling and a stone. And I may say 
for Wood's honour, as well as my own, that he re^ 
9embles Goliah in many circumstances very ap- 
plicable to the present purpose : for Goliah had 
a helmet qf brass upon his head, and he was armed 
\pith a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat^was 
fifoe thousand shekels of brass; and he had greaves. 
qf brass upon his legs, and a target of brass betipeen, 
his shoulders. In short he was, like Mr. Wood, 
^1 over BRASS, and he defied the armies qfthe living 
God. — Goliah's conditions of combat were like- 
-wise the same with these of Wood : if he prevail 
against us, then shall xve he his servants. But if it 
happens that I prevail over him, I renounce the 
other part of the condition ; he shall never be a 
servant of mine; for I do not think him fit to be 
trusted in any honest man's shop*." 

From the era of this contest to the hour of his 
death. Swift was the undisputed oracle and favou- 
rite of Ireland: and as Johnson has observed, 

* Swift's Wgrks, Nichols's edition, vol. ix. p. 75, 76. 

Vol. III. M 
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*' the Drapier was a sign ; the Drapier was a 
health ; and which way soever the eye or the ear 
was turned, some tokens were found of the iia-> 
tion's gratitude to the Drapier *.** 

We now turn from the tumultuous scenes of 
political warfare to behold our author in the social 
walks of private life ; and here, not less than on 
the public stage, or in the realms of literature, 
shall we meet with singular, and even mysterious 
deportment, and with unparalleled eccentricity of 
humour, thought, and character. 

The prominent feature in the domestic life of 
Swift, is the peculiarity of his conduct towards 
the female sex, which has given birth to a yariety 
of conjecture, and which it is to be regretted can 
be viewed in no light favourable to his reputatioii. 

He had early, and previous to his residence at 
Sir Wm. Temple's, formed an attachment for a 
Miss Waryng, which in May, 1700, after a pro- 
tracted intercourse, and the a\*owal of matrimo- 
nial intentions, he shook off by an unworthy sub- 
terfuge. In a letter of the above date, remaric- 
able for its repulsive and dictatorial tone, he at- 
tempts to frighten the lady from any idea of a 
ftiture union, by demands of an imperious and 
ahnost impracticable nature. Miss Waryng had 
tense and spirit enough to see through and res^t 
^ Lives of the Poets, vol. iii. p. 2^. 
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the artifice, and the object of Swift was ob- 
tained by the cessation of any further corre- 
spondence. 

Before this connection dropped, however, his 
attention was occupied by the beantiful and ac- 
complished Stella, This young lady, whose real 
name was Johnson, was the daughter of Sir 
William Temple's steward, and but fourteen 
years old when Swift, at the age of thirty, under- 
took to direct and superintend her studies as a 
fellow student with a niece of Sir William Tem- 
ple. Her fine talents and interesting manners 
more than ordinarily engaged the notice of her 
preceptor, who took peculiar pleasure in witness- 
ing the improvement of her mind. 

Upon the death of Sir William, Miss Johnson 
resided for some time with a Mrs. Dingley, a re- 
lation of the Temples, until Swift, who had now 
settled at Laracor, invited them to fix their abode 
at Trim, a village near his living. Thither, there- 
fore, these ladies went; Stella in the bloom of 
eighteen, and with a heart already devoted to her 
tutor. It appears, however, that our author, 
though probably conscious x>f the interest he had 
e^ccited in her bosom, acted with the utmost cir- 
cumspection, and avoided every thing that might 
lead her to indulge the hope of a mutual return. 
He strictly preserved the character of a mere 
M 2 
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friend and guardian ; and, though avowedly de->< 
lighting in her company and conversation, took 
care never to be in her presence without a third 
person. 

In this guarded manner did their intimacy sub^ 
sist for seven or eight succeeding years. When- 
ever the Doctor left his living upon a visit of 
any duration, Stella and her frtend resided during 
his absence at the rectory, and on his return re^ 
sumed their former lodgings. Yet this inter- 
course, notwithstanding all the caution observed 
in carrying it on, was productive of consequences 
finally injurious to the peace and tranquillity of 
both. The affection of Stella for this extraordi- 
nary man seemed every day to acquire a fresh 
accession of strength ; and she cherished the fond 
hope that, at no distant period, she might be 
united to the object of her passion. In conse- 
quence of this idea, she had refused, shortly after 
her arrival in Ireland, a very advantageous offer 
from a Mr. Tisdal ; an overture that occasioned 
Swift much apprehension and uneasiness, and 
which, though he did not choose openly to op- 
pose it, he was rejoiced to find at length ineffec<- 
tual. 

The period of Swift's life which passed be- 
tween his settlement at Laraqor, and his journey 
to London in September, 17 IQ, appears to be thp 
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bnly portion which he could be said truly to en- 
joy. In th^ conversation of his amiable Stella 
he possessed without perturbation and anxiety 
some of the most refined pleasures of which our 
nature is susceptible ; aiid when he left her to 
visit the capital of England, he experienced a 
degree of regret and sorrow which at first almosit 
^(bounted to agony. The Journal which he daily 
tiddressed to Stella during his absence, fully 
evinces this ; and at the same time occasionally 
displays a language which, if he had formed the 
resolution of nevet marrying, as hath been as- 
serted by some of" his biographers, was deceptive> 
and, therefore, highly blameable. 

TTie poignancy of his grief, however, was 
during his residence in town removed by an 
ievent which, notwithstanding all -that has been 
said in its exculpation, fixes a stain upon his 
character not easily to be obliterated. Among 
those whom he visited in London was a Mrs. 
Vanhomrigh, whose eldest daughter appeared to 
him so pleasing, both in temper and manner, 
that he offered to become her preceptor, and to 
complete her education. The proposal was wil- 
lingly accepted $ and she made so much progress 
in the space of two years, as astonished not only 
her friends but Swift himself. His astonishment, 
however, was still greater, when, after a long 
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imd painful concealment, and which had eri- 
dently affected her healthy she ingenuously con- 
fessed a passion for him, and declared that her 
whole soul had been occupied not about his pre- 
cepts but her preceptor. 

The vanity of Swift, who was now in his forty- 
seventh year, was so much flattered by this ac- 
knowledgement, that, though he evidently saw 
the impropriety of encouraging a passion which 
from various causes there was so little prospect 
of gratifying, he possessed not resolution ade- 
quate to effect his purpose. He became, in fact, 
so enamoured of his conquest, that Stella faded 
completely from his view, and the lovely and 
fascinating FaneMa, as he termed her, reigned 
the entire mistress of his heart. 

His treatment of Miss Vanhomrigh was, neyer- 
theless, capricious and irritating in the extreme ; 
she was the scibject alternately of alluring praise 
and stem neglect; and, like poor Stella, was inge^ 
niously induced to suppose, though without any 
c<Hnmitment on his part, that she should one day 
become the wife of the man for whom she 
sighed. 

The result of this conduct was dreadful, and 
may be told in a few words. The passions of 
Vanessa were violent; she loved with enthusiasm ; 
and when the Dean retreated to Ireland on the 
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death of the Queen^ she followed him thither^ 
though contrary to his wishes. Their meetings 
were renewed ; yet though often alone with a 
woman who doated upon him, and whom he pro- 
fessed to admire, it is helieyed, and acknow- 
ledged by all his biographers,' that he was in every 
sense of the word a platonic lover. Stella, how* 
ever, became jealous, indisposed, and in danger ; 
and Swift, in order to sooth her mind, and satisfy 
her scruples, agreed to marry her, upon condi- 
tion that they should live in separate houses as 
before, and meet only in the company of a third 
person. Upon her acceptance of these terms, 
they were privately married by Dr. Ash, Bishop 
of Clogher,in the year 1716, a ceremony which 
was kept on his part a profound secret; nor would 
he ever acknowledge the union : a pertinacity of 
resolution which preyed upon her spirits, and in 
1728 hurried her to a premature grave. 

After this nominal marriage he would willingly 
have waved all further intimacy with Vanessa ; 
but he found it impossible, without divesting 
himself of every particle of humanity, to carry 
his intention into execution. Such was tne tide^ 
lity and fervency of her affection, and such the 
acuteness of her feelings, that, so far from acting 
as he purposed, he was drawn into a confession 
of his regard more decided and impassioned than 
ever. As this declaration, however^ was not fol- 
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lowed by any matrimonial offer, a suspicion that 
he was engaged to, or already married to Stella, 
took possession of her mind ; report served but 
to strengthen her apprehensions ; and, unable to 
endure the anxiety of suspense, she wrote to Mrs. 
Johnson upon the subject, desiring to be informed 
whether she really was the wife of Swift or not. 
The answer, which she received in the affirma- 
tive, and the resentment of Swift when he disco- 
Tered the transaction, soon put a period to the 
sufferings of Vanessa ; a fever, the effect of ex- 
cessive agitation, seized her frame, and she ex- 
pired, in 1723, after a short confinement, the 
victim of despair and love. 

To account for the inconsistencies of the Dean 
with regard to these unfortunate ladies, has been 
found by his biographers an undertaking of ex- 
treme difficulty. It is probable, however, that 
the whole mystery may be cleared up, by attri^ 
buting the greater part of his conduct to physi- 
cal defect and inability, originating either in na- 
ture, or from the excesses of a secret habit. To 
the latter it has been ascribed with great force 
of argument and conviction by Dr. Beddoes, in 
his Essays on Health * ; and the complaints to 

* Vide Hygeia, vol, iii. p. 186, et seg. I refer ^ the 
pages of this sensible writer for the detail of the circum- 
stances which warrant his conclusion. They form a lesson 
of incalculable utility to the rising generation. 
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which the Dean was subject, between the age of 
twenty and thirty, giddiness and torpor of sto- 
mach, which increased as he advanced in life, 
and at length terminated in derangement and 
idiocy, add much strength to the supposition. 
Whatever may have been the infirmities, how- 
ever, under which he laboured, it must be allowed 
that " his readiness to kindle, in the female bo- 
som, hopes which he never intended to gratify,*' 
can admit of no justification. 

Though the Dean possessed many friends who 
were solicitous to please him, and one particu- 
larly estimable and confidential in the person of 
Dr. Sheridan, the impression which the death of 
Stella made upon his mind sank deep, and pro- 
duced in his temper, which even in his best days 
was too often harsh and severe, a degree of ex- 
asperation which became intolerable to his ac- 
quaintance, and rendered life a burthen to him- 
self. A few years after this event, the disorders 
to which he had been long subject became ag- 
gravated, both in the violence of their symptoms 
and in their duration; and during the year 1736 
he experienced a fit of giddiness and deafiiess, 
so intense and protracted, as greatly to impair 
his memory, his reason, and imagination. His 
irascible passions, now under little restraint from 
the powers of his understanding, every year ac- 
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quired strength^ and had attained, in 1741, soclt 
a degree of impetaosity, whilst his intellects 
failed in proportion, that legal guardians were 
appointed for the care of his person and property* 

There cannot, in the compass of creation, be 
an object of greater compassion than was Swift 
at this period ; to witness the utter annihilation 
of a mind once so vigorous and comprehensive, 
is, of all events that can occur to humanity, 
the most humiliating and distressing; and, as 
Addison hath justly observed, *' Babylon in ruins 
is not so melancholy a spectacle *•" 

To the dreadful situation in which we have 
described die Dean, succeeded a fit of complete 
lunacy, which, after raging for some months, re- 
duced him to a state of idiocy, productive of nearly 
unbroken stupor and silence. This continued 
until October the twenty-ninth, 1745, when the 
band of Death consigned him to the grave ; to 
that place of rest, where, as he hath himself ob* 
served, in terms strongly descriptive of his feel- 
ings and character, 

— * sfleva indignatio 
UlterioB cor lacerare nequitf . 

Of the character of Swift, the representations 
have been various and opposed ; at one time his 

* Spectator, N<> 4ftl. f Epit^h on HioMelf. 
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portrait has been tinted with the colours of friend- 
ship, at another with those of aversion. He was, 
without doubt, a man of commanding and power- 
ful intellect ; almost unparalleled in wit and hu- 
mour; intimately acquainted with the human 
heart, and a keen observer of the manners, the 
vices, and follies of his species. He was from 
principle charitable ; free from hypocrisy ; and a 
strenuous defender of the rights of an oppressed 
people. 

These great and estimable qualities were sul- 
lied and debased by pride, dogmatism, and mi- 
santhropy ; by a temper harsh, gloomy, and dis- 
contented. Such is the malignancy of a disposi- 
tion prone to vilify and degrade human nature, 
that no abilities, however pre*eminent, can 
atone for such a tendency. The soul of Swift 
seems to have delighted in the accumulation of 
objects of meanness, deformity, and filth ; in the 
display of man as the seat of brutal passions, and 
malignant propensities. This worst feature in 
his character, and which destroys all our interest 
in his works and life, has been the theme of ge- 
neral reprobation ; and I shall conclude this short 
biographical sketch with a description of the 
appropriate punishment selected for him by Mr, 
Hayley, in the regions of Misanthropy ; 
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'< Now mark, Serena ! (the mild guide began) 

'< The proudest phantom of the gloomy clao, 

^* Appointed by this surly Monarch's grace, 

** High-priest of all this Misanthropic race ! 

** See o'er the crowd a throne Of vapours lift 

^* That strange and motly form, the shadfe of swirr ! 

^* Now shalt thou view" (the guardian sprite pursues^ 

*• His horrid penance^ that each day reniews j 

** l^erchance its terrors may overwhelm thy sense, 

** But trust iny care to bear thee safely hence I" 

As thus she spoke^ above the gazing throng. 

High in a saiUng cloud the spectre swept along, 

Vain of his power, of elocution proud. 

In mystic language he haraiigu'd the crowd ; 

'thte bounds he mark'd> with measure so precise^ 

Of Equine virtue^ and of Human vice. 

That, cursing Nature's gifts, without remorse, 

feach sullen hearer wished himself a horse. 

l*leas*d with the pure effect his sermon wrought) 

Th' ambitious priest a rich Tiara caught. 

Which) hovering o'er his high-aspiring head> 

{Sarcastic Humour dailgled by a thread. 

The rich Tiara, for his temples fit, 

Blaz'd with each polish'd gem of brilliant wit ; 

And sharp-fac'd Irony, his darling sprite, 

Who rals'd her patron to this giddy height, 

t'ast on his brow the dangerous honour bound, S 

But, in th6 moment that her priest was trOwn'd, C 

tlis airy throne dissolv'd, and thunder rent the ground. ,) 

l^orth from the yawning earth, with lightning's speed, 

Sprung the fierce phantom of a fiery steed. 

Spurring his sides, whence bloody poison flow'd. 

The ghastly-grinning fiend. Derision, rode ; 

kn her right hand a horrid whip she shakes. 

Whose sounding la^ was form'd pf knotty snjakes i 
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An uncoath bagle ber left hand displayed, 

From a grey monkey's skull by Malice made : 

As her distorted lips this whistle blew, 

Forth rush'd the spectre of a wild Yahoo. 

See the poor wit in hasty terror spring. 

And fly for succour to his grizzly king I 

In vain his piercing cries that succQur court: 

The grizzly king enjoys the cruel sport. 

}$ehold the fierce Y^hoo, her victim cfiught, 

jyfwe her sharp talons through the seat of thought ! 

That copious fountain, which too well supplied. 

Perverted Ridicule's malignant tide. 

Quick from her steed the grinning fi.eQd descends, 

From the pierc'd skull the spleenful brain sh^ lemjU^ 

To black misanthropy, her ghastly king. 

See the keen hag this horrid present bring ! 

Her daily gift ! for, as each day arrives. 

Her destin'd victim for new death revives*. 



Considering the intiiiiacy which subsisted be^ 
Jtween Swift, Addison, and Steele, it might Ji^ve 
been expected that tjie contributioi^s jpf the Doc- 
tor, both to the Tatler and Spectator, would haye 
been frequent and ample. That this has not beeqi 
the case, is, perhaps, no great subject for rpgret, 
The satire and humour of Swift are too stropg, 
too coarse and indiscriminate for the purposes of 
a periodical paper^ written with the profes^e^ 
Yiew of correcting the errors pf mankind by 
gentle and lenient methods ; and of the few pieces 
which he has inserted in the Tatler, some are 
* Haytey's Triumphs of Temper, canjto 3. 
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trifling, and two remarkable for ill-founded and 
malignant ridicule. 

His first contribution to this paper is in N® 9, 
and consists of a few verses, descriptive of A 
Morning in Town. The imagery is curious and 
accurate, and is one, among numerous proofs in 
the works of the Dean, of his vigilant attention 
to minute occurrences and particulai*s. la N^ 
32, he has communicated the history of Mado* 
nella; a licentious and unwarrantable satire on 
Mrs. Astell, a lady of amiable manners, of great 
talents, and unaffected piety. She was the friend 
of the accomplished Lady Elizabeth Hastings, and 
was the author of A serious Proposal to the Ladies 
for the Advancement of their true and greatest ItUC' 
rest, 4rc. It was her intention to have established 
a seminary for female education, and which was 
to have afforded likewise a retreat for ladies who 
might choose to lead a single life, in an agreeable 
retirement firom the bustle and distractions of the 
world. This beneficial design has Swif): wan- 
tonly and grossly misrepresented ; and, in N^ 6S, 
where he continues the satire, he has, with addi- 
tional injustice, endeavoured to throw ridicule 
upon another lady of superior learning, and of 
equal worth. " Mrs. Elizabeth Elstob, the lady 
here alluded to," says the annotator on this num- 
ber, " was learned in an extraordinary way, and 
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not only learned^ but meritorious to a very high 
degree^ for her good dispositions as well as her 
great acquiremeots. Her temper and conrersa- 
tion were extremely agreeable ; and her general 
deportment^ to the advanced age of seventy- 
three^ under singular vicissitudes of fortune, was 
not only inoffensive and irreproachable, but ad- 
mirable and exemplary. In affluence she was 
studious, in want industrious ; and the meekness, 
resignation, fortitude, and piety, she manifested 
conspicuously in struggling many years for a 
scanty livelihood in obscurity and with bad 
health, became the ultimate causes of her eleva- 
tion to an easy affluent station, in the family of 
the late Dutchess of Portland, where she spent 
the last seventeen years of her \ih with cheer- 
fulness, comfort, and great approbation. The 
words in Italics are added with pleasure, on the 
€:xpre8s testimony of her illustrious patroness. 
Mrs. E. died May 30, 1756, and was buried in 
St. Margaret's, Westminster. Besides a compt* 
tent knowledge of her own and the Latin tongue, 
she is said to have been mistress of seven other 
languages. She was uncommonly skilled in the 
Anglo-Saxon, of which she wrote a gram m ar, 
and in northern antiquities. She published, in 
1709, an English translation, with valuable notes, 
and an excellent pre&ce of ^m Anglo-Saxon bo- 
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mily, anciently used in the English-Saxon church, 
and containing a curious account of the conver- 
sion of the English to Christianity ; which seems 
to be the book Swift ridiculed, under the fiction 
of two Saxon novels.'* The annotator adds, " af- 
ter all that can be urged in favour of N** 32, and 
the sequel of it in N** 63, surely wit is a poor 
atonement for such gross misrepresentations of 
truth, and humour a bad apology for injurious 
insinuations of falsehood. The nai*rative of Ma- 
donella throughout, with this witty supplement 
to it, is an instance of the justice of Mr. Sheri- 
dan's remark, ' Swift's power of ridicule was like 
a flail in his hand, against which there was no 
fence' *." 

^ The jeu d'esprit in N® 35, on the family of Ix, 
is supposed to have originated with our author, 
who in every period of his life was remarkably 
attached to the trifling amusement of playing 
upon words. It has been attributed, however, 
though upon what authority is not stated, to 
Charles Dartiquenave, Esq. a gentleman whom 
Swift has recorded as a punster, only inferior to 
himself. N** 50 contains a letter signed Obadiah 
Greenhat, written by Swift, in ridicule of a ludi- 
crous mistake committed by Steele, who, in N° 
57, had mentioned a coxcomb as of a species ut- 
♦ Tatler, vol. ii. p. 115— note, edit, of 1797, 8vo. 



,y Google 



mOGRAPRICAL AND CIllTICAL SKETCHES. 177 

terly new, and yet as described by Sir John 
Suckling sixty years before. 

To the Dean we are indebted for some just ob- 
servations on pulpit oratory, which occupy the 
first part of N° 66. They are deservedly severe 
on the clergy of that age, for their great inatten- 
tion to the cultivation of eloquence and a grace- 
ful manner; and Atterbury is selected as a model 
for their imitation. Swift was himself extremely 
desirous to excel in preaching ; but lamented that 
from the time he entered into political contro- 
versy, " he could only preach pamphlets.'' It 
may be remarked, while the subject is before us, 
that the custom which the English clergy have 
acquired of reading their sermons will, as long 
as it shall be persisted in, prove an insurmount- 
able bar to the attainment of impressive action 
and animated elocution. Short notes, with due 
practice, would soon enable a preacher of ability 
to address his audience with that firm and disen- 
gaged air, with that union of solemnity and 
warmth, so essentially requisite to touch and in- 
terest the hearts of his hearers. 

A portion of each paper, in Nos. 67 and 68, is 
occupied by our author in communicating his 
plan for a Chamber, or Tables, of Fame. The idea 
is ingenious and pleasing ; but the labour of car- 
rying the scheme into execution was destined for 

VOL. HI. N 
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Addison, who, in N** 81, has written a very en- 
tertaining dream upon the subject, though he has 
^y no means strictly adhered to the proposed 
arrangement of his friend. 

These papers of Swift and Addison have given 
birth to a very spirited imitation by Dr. Aken- 
ftide, called The Table qf Modem Fame. The se- 
lection and arrangements of his guests, which 
display the usual taste and acumen of the author* 
are as follow : Columbus, Peter the Great, Leo 
the Tenth, Martin Luther, Newton, Descartes, 
Lewis the Fourteenth, William the first Prince 
of Orange, Edward the Black Prince, Francis 
the First, Charles the Fifths Locke, Galileo, John 
Faust, Harvey, Machiavel, Tasso, Ariosto, Pope, 
Boileau, Bacon, Milton, Cervantes, and Moliere. 
The reason assigned for placing Milton so low in 
the scale, I shall copy as a specimen of this very 
elegant e£fbrt of fancy. 

*^ \ was extremely discontented that no more 
honourable place had been reserved for Milton. 
Yoii forget, says my conductor, that the lowest 
place in this assembly, is one of twenty the most 
honourable gifb which Fame has to bestow among 
the whole human species. Milton is now ad- 
mitted for the first time, and was not but with 
difficulty admitted at all. But have patience a 
few years longer; he will be continually ascend- 
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iog in the goddess's fayour, and may^ perhaps^ at 
last, obtain the highest, or at least the second 
place, in these her solemnities. In the mean 
I time, see how he is received by the man who is 
best qualified here to judge of his dignity. I 
looked at him again, and saw Raphael making 
him the most affectionate congratulations *." 

In N^ 70, the Dean has continued his observa- 
tions, in a letter signed Jonathan Rosehat, on the 
eloquence of the pulpit, and heps thrown some 
unmerited ridicule on a Mr. James Ford, a man 
•oi worth and ingenuity, who taught those who 
stammered, or were deaf and dumb, to speak. 
In the subsequent essay, however, N" 71, he has 
atoned, in some measure, for this ill-f^aced sa* 
im, by a sensible letter on the slovenly and neg« 
iigent conduct of a clergyman iii the discharge 
"of his duty. Swifl was himself a zealous church^ 
man, and, in his capacity of Dean, remarkably 
attentive to the revesHes of the church, to the re- 
pairs of the structure, and to Ae skill and har* 
mony of his choir; he administered the sacra- 
ment weekly, and regularly and daily attended 
the service morning and evening. 

The only entire paper which Swifl wrote in 
the Tatler, is N** 230, on improper phraseology 
and affected abbreviaticHis in our language. It 
^ Dodsley'8 MiMeum, N^ 13. 
n2 
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is a Well Written and useful essay, and may be 
considered as a kind of appendix to his letter 
addressed to Lord Oxford. The following asser- 
tion, however, must be considered as too sweep- 
ing ; and to be admitted, therefore, with many 
grains of allowance J " I would engage,'* says he, 
'* to furnish you with a catalogue of English 
books, published within the compass of seven 
years past, which at the first hand would cost you 
a hundred pounds, wherein you shall not be able 
to find ten lines together of common grammar or 
common sense/' When the Dean in this paper 
inveighed against the adoption of cant words, he 
had strangely forgotten his own addiction to their 
use; even when speaking of this very number 
in his Journal to Stella, he says, " I have sent a 
long letter to Bickerstafl^ let the Bishop of Clog- 
her smoke it if he can." 

N** 238 includes a poem by our author, enti- 
tled The City Shower, prefaced by Steele ; it has 
merit as an accurate description, though it be of 
circumstances not very pleasing to the imagina- 
tion. The Dean, however, entertained a very 
high opinion of it, and says in his Journal, 
*' This day came out the Tatler, made up wholly 
of my Shower, and a Preface to it. They say it 
is the best thing I ever writ, and I think so too*." 
♦ Swift's Warks by Nichols, vol, xiv. p. 235, edit, of 1801. 
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The last piece which Swift c*ontri bated to the 
Tatler, was a letter on the words " Great Bri- 
tain," in N** 258, written in conjunction with 
Prior and Rowe, and with the view of ridiculing 
Steele for an assertion in N** 24-1, in a letter 
signed Scoto-Britannus, that since the union the 
term " Great Britain*' should be used for Eng- 
land and Scotland. This Swift denied, and af- 
firmed, that " the modern phrase ' Great Britain* 
is only to distinguish it from Little Britain, where 
old clothes and old books are to be bought and 
sold*/' Time has sanctioned the opinion of 
Steele. 

It has been a matter of dispute, whether Swift 
had any share in the Spectator; we may, how- 
ever, on his own authority, ascribe to him the 
greater part, if not the whole, of N° 50, contain- 
ing the remarks of the Indian kings on the £ng^ 
lish nation. The paper has been usually given 
to Addison, who yet appears to have been little 
more than an amanuensis on this occasion ; for. 
Swift, in his Journal to iStella, April the 28th, 
1711, observes, ''The Spectator is written by 
Steele, with Addison's help; it is often very 
pretty. Yesterday it was. made of a noble 
hint I gave him, long ago, for his Tatlers, abou.t 
an ladiap, supposed to write his travels into £lng.- 
* Letter to. Alderman Barber. 
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land. I repent he ever had it. I intended to 
have written a bdok upon that subject. I be- 
lieve he has spent it all in one paper ; and all 
the under hhUs there are mine too: but I never see 
him or Addison.'^ A paragraph^ likewise^ in 
N" 575, has been claimed for the Dean by the 
editor of his works, c<Hnmencing with the line, 
*' The following question is started by one of 
the,'* and terminating with the word *' choice.*' 
To the Guardian it is not known that he afforded 
any assistance. 

7. Thomas Parnell, D. D. was born in Dub- 
lin, in the year 1 679. His ancestors, who were 
of great respectability, had been long fixed at 
Congleton, in Cheshire ; but his father, in con- 
sequence of a strong attachment to the republi- 
can party> quitted this country at the Restora- 
tion, and purchased several large estates in Ire- 
land 5 which, together with the family seat in 
England, became the property of the subject of 
our memoir. 

Young Parnell received his school education 
under the tuition of Dr. Jones, of Dublin, and 
was admitted a member of the college of that 
metropolis so early as at the age of thirteen. He 
acquired his degree of Master of Arts on July 
the 9th, 1700, and was ordained a deacon the 
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Same year by Dr. King, Bishop of Derry ; but^ 
being under twenty years of age, it was neces- 
sary that he ^ould apply for a dispensation from 
the primate. Three years after this eyent he 
entered into priest's orders ; and, on the 9th of 
February, 1705, he was collated to the arch-dea- 
conry of Clogher, by Dp. Ashe, Bishop of Clog- 
her. 

He shoi|tly afterwards married miss anne mim- 
€HiN, a lady of great beauty, and of most amia- 
ble temper ; and on whom, during the period of 
his addresses, he wrote the beautiful little song, 
beginning, *' My days have been so wondrous free J* 
Hitherto Parnell had led a very retired acade- 
mical life ; but he now began to make yearly ex- 
cursions to England, and soon became ftuniliar 
with the first literary characters of his age. To 
great sweetness of disposition he added interest- 
ing manners, and powerful talents for conversa- 
tion ; and being possessed of an ample fortune, 
with a liberal and benevolent turn of mind, he 
wanted not, nor did he neglect, numerous oppor- 
tunities of conferring favours and succouring dis- 
tress. 

To Gay, to Swift, to Pope, and Arbuthnot he 
was endeared by daily intercourse and mutual 
kindness, by that reciprocation of talent and 
harmless gaiety which can alone render life a 
scene of rational enjoyment. They together 
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formed the celebrated Scriblerus Club ; and of 
the facetious Memoirs of Scriblerus our author 
wrote that part, termed. An Essay concerning the 
Origin qf Sciences, 

His connection with Swift proved the occa* 
sion of a change in his political opinions : he 
had early imbibed from his family and friends 
an admiration of Whig principles ; but the influ-- 
ence and arguments of the Dean, which were 
brought forward at a time when the Tories were 
in the full possession of power, shook the firm- 
ness of Parnell, and he finally arranged himself 
beneath the banners of Oxford and Bolingbroke. 

About this time an event occurred, from the 
shock of which our amiable poet never perfectly 
recovered, and which for a time overwhelmed 
him in the deepest affliction. In the year 1711 
died Mrs. Parnell; she had brought him two 
sons, whom they lost while very young j and one- 
daughter, who was living, I believe, in 1793 ; 
they were examples of conjugal felicity, and the 
stroke was irreparable. Swift, in his Journal to 
Stella, August the 24-th, 171 1, thus mentions this 
melancholy incident : '^ I am heartily sorry for 
poor Mrs. Parneirs death ; she seemed to be an 
excellent good uatured young woman, and I be- 
lieve the poor lad is much afflicted: they ap- 
peared to live perfectly well together.^' 

Parnell had always been subject to much ine* 
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quality of spirits ; he was either greatly elevated 
or greatly depressed ; and the loss of his wife, 
which preyed unceasingly on his spirits^ induced 
him to seek relief from a source to which no 
man has s^plied^ without injury to fame or health. 
It is the only weakness of his life; and pity drops 
the tear when she records^ that to the oblivion 
of sorrow, thus imprudently sought from the ex- 
hilaration or the stupor of wine^ his premature 
death has been attributed. 

The habit, however, cannot have been flagrant 
or gross; for the succeeding year opens to us the 
busiest portion of his life. Swift had induced^ 
him to write a poem " On Queen Anne's Peace/* 
and seizedtheopportunity of rendering this pro- 
duction subservient to his wish of introducing 
kim to the ministers. *' I gave Lord Boling-. 
broke/* says he in his Journal, dated December 
22, 1712, "a poem of Pariiell's. I made Par- 
nell insert some compliments, in it to his lord- 
ship. He is extremely pleased with; it, and readt 
some parts of it to-day to lord treasurer, who. 
liked it as much : and indeed he outdoes all our 
poets here a bar's length. Lord Boliugbroke has 
ordered me to bring him to dinner on Christmas 
day, and I made lord treasurer promise to see 
him ; and it may one day do Parnell a kindness.'* 
The interview between Lord Oxford and Parnell 
took place, through the intervention of Swift^ on 
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the 3l8t of the January foUowiog. The Doctor 
on that day carried Pamell to court ; '' and I con- 
trived it ao/' he tells Stella, '* that lord treasurer 
came to me, and asked (I had Pamell by me) 
whether that was Dr. Pamell, and came up to 
him and ^>oke to him with great kindness, and 
invited him to his house. I value myself upon 
making the ministry desire to be acquainted 
with Pamell, and not Pamell with the ministry. 
His poem is almost fully corrected, and shall be 
soon out.'' 

The connection, thus begun, between Harley 
and our author, was soon ripened into a disinte- 
rested friendship; the minister found Pamell 
one of the most benevolent of men, and one of 
the most pleasing of companions ; and the poet 
discovered many great and amiable qualities in 
his lordship. Pope, in his epistle to Lord Ox- 
ford, written after Pamelas decease, thus pathe- 
tically alludes to an intimacy so honourable to 
both parties : 

Oh jnst beheldy and lost! admur'd and moam'd ! 
With aoftegt manners, gentlest arts, adQm*d ! 
Blest in each science, blest in ev'ry strain ; 
Dear to the Muse, to uaeley dear in vain ! 
For him thou oft bast bid.the world attend. 
Fond to forget the statesman in the friend : 
For SWIFT and him, despisM the farce of state. 
The sober follies of the wise and great ; 
Dext'roos, the craving, fawning crowd to quit. 
And pleased to 'scape from flattery to wit. 
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)^T was Bolingbroke less struck with the cha- 
racter and manners of Parnell ; he shewed the 
poet much attention^ and frequently invited him 
to his house. Swift^ in his Journal of February- 
Hie I9ih, 1713, says, '' I was at court to-day, to 
speak to Lord Bolingbroke — Parnell and I dined 
with him. Lady Bolingbroke came down to us 
labile we were at dinner, and Parnell stared at 
her as if she were a goddess. I thought she was 
like ParnelPs wife, and he thought so too. Par- 
tiell is much pleased with Lord Bolingbroke's 
favour to him ; and I hope it may one day turn 
out to his advantage.'* 

There can be no doubt that^ had not the death 
of the Queen so soon dissolved Lord Oxford'^* 
administration, Parnell would have met the pre- 
ferment which he merited. He was possessed of 
Considerable pulpit eloquence, and thought it ne- 
cessary, with a view to forward his own eleva- 
tion, to display his oratory in the churches of 
the metropolis ; which he did with such success 
as to acquire no small share of popularity. 

What he looked for in vain from the ministry, 
he soon obtained from another quarter. Swift 
had strongly recommended him to William, arch-* 
bishop of Dublin, in a letter dated April the 30th^ 
1713; in consequence of which, he the same 
year received a prebendal stall; and, in 1716> 
his Grace gave him the vicarage of Finglass, a 
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benefice the value of which was nearly 400 f. 
per annum. 

Parnell wanted not preferment from [>ecuni- 
ary motives^ for his paternal estates were ade- 
quate to his expences^ though he lived, when in, 
London, in a style of much elegance ; but he felt 
the ambition of attaining the dignities of his pro- 
fession ; and, it is probable, he would have risen 
to considerable rank in the church, had not death 
prematurely terminated his career. He died on 
his way to Ireland, in the city of Chester, in 
July, 1718, and in his thirty-ninth year, and waa 
buried in the Trinity Church of that place. 

Few men have been more beloved by his 
friends than Parnell. He was generous, afi&ble^ 
and kind ; he was learned without pedantry, and 
was a poet of considerable merit without vanity. 
His passions were easily moved, for he was pos^ 
sessed of great sensibility ; but he had, in gene- 
ral, sufficient controul over himself to check 
them before they had the power of resistance. 

As an author, he is to be considered as a poet 
and essayist. His poetry, with the exception of 
two or three pieces, appeared not until after his 
death ; when Pope, with a laudable solicitude 
for his reputation, selected those which he thought 
would do most honour to his friend, and dedi- 
cated them to the Earl of Oxford. 

They form one of the most generally pleasing 
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^d elegant volumes in the collected works of 
our poets, and present us with some of the best 
specimens in the language, of sweetness of ver- 
sification and perspicuity of diction; whilst, at 
the same time, their moral tendency and purity 
of sentiment endear them to the heart 

Hesiod, or the Rise of Woman, with which th6 
volume opens, displays a very playfnl imagina- 
tion in the expansion of a mere hint of the Gre- 
cian poet. It was originally printed in one of 
the miscellanies of Tonson, and excited much at- 
tention on its first appearance. 

The Fairy Tale is, perhaps, more than any 
other production of our author, the o£&pring of 
genuine genius; the incidents are exquisitely 
imagined; the diction artfully tinted with the 
hues of antiquity ; and the moral, which gives the 
doe preference to mental over corporeal accom- 
plishments, is drawn with interest and effect. 
The concluding stanzas p6int it with uncommon 
force : 

This tale a sybil-nurse ared ; 

She softly stroked my youngling head, 

And When the tale was done, 
" Thus «ome are bom, my son, she cries, 
«' With base impediments to rise, 

" And some are born with none. 

" Cut virtue can itself advance 

" To what the favorite fools of chance 
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*^ By fortune seem'd design'd ; 
" Virtue can gain the odds of fate, 
" And from itself shake off the weight 

•* Upon th' unworthy mind.** 

A coil^dierable portion of originality is like^ 
wise to be found in the Allegory on Man, which 
contains a very bold and novel personification of 
Time in the era of his youth ; and who^ having 
assigned to Care the union of the soul and body^ 
Jove ordains the latter to preside over and regu- 
late the junction : 

Our umpire Time shall have his way. 
With Care I let the creature stay ; 
Let business vex him, ay'rice blind. 
Let doubt and knowledge rack his mind ; 
Let error act, opinion speak. 
And want affiict, and sickness break. 
And anger bum, dejection chill. 
And joy distract, and sorrow kill. 

A picture but too iaithful of the frailties and mi* 
sery of human nature ! 

The Ni^ Piece on Death, though it contain 
«ome very striking and impressive imagery, has 
been too lavishly applauded ; few lyill agree with 
Goldsmith, when he asserts, that it ** deserves 
every praise ;** and that ** with very little amend- 
ment it might be made to surpass all those night 
pieces and church-yard scenes that have since 
appeared/' Goldsmith either did not relish, or 
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he enyiedy the poetry of Gray ; and this indirect 
satire on by far the most beautiful of elegiac pro- 
ductions, mtist stibject the critic to the unplea- 
sant alternatite of want of judgment of want of 
candour. 

It has been suggested by Johnson, that Darnell 
was indebted to Ciieveland for the hint on which 
he has founded his Hymn to Conienimeni, I da 
not perceive, however, in the works of that now 
obscure poet, any passages which can be justly 
considered as the prima stamina of this beautiful 
efiTusion; which, in point of versificationy imagery, 
and sentiment; may be pronounced one of the 
highest finished pieces that Parnell has writ«^ 
ten. 

The most interesting and celebrated poem,^ 
however, in the works of our bard, is The Hermit; 
a tale, ^which tl» moral is intended to inculcate 
the superintendence of a particular providence ; 
and the management and execution of which 
are highly creditable to the taste and judgment 
of the author. Yet the incidents, it must be re- 
collected, are of ancient date, and were certainly 
in circulation so early as the fourteenth century, 
though not printed until the* latter end of the 
fifteenth ; when they appeared in a collection of 
tales, \inder the title of Gesta Romanomm, whence 
they were copied by Sir Kiilip Herbert, in his 
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Conceptions; by Howell, m his Letters; smd hy 
Dr. Henry More, in his Divine Dialogues, , As 
the reader may wish to compare the . original 
story with the improvements of PameH, I shall 
copy it from Warton's Analysis of the . Gresta, 
who agrees with Goldsmith in supposing it to have 
been originally derived frwn an oriental source^ 
'' A devout hermit lived in a cave, near whicfc 
a shepherd folded his flock. Many of the sheep 
being stolen, the shepherd was unjustly killed 
by his master, as being concerned in the theft. 
The hermit, seeing an innocent man put to death, 
began to suspect the existence of a divine Provi- 
dence, and resolved no longer to perplex him* 
self with the useless severities of religion, but te 
mix in the world. In travelling from his retire-' 
ment, he was met by an angel in the figure of a 
man ; who said^ ' I am an angel, and am sent by 
God to be your companion on the road.' Th«y 
entered a city, and begged for lodging at the 
house of a knight, who entertained them at a 
splendid supper. In the night, the angel rose 
from his bed, and strangled the knight's only 
child, who was asleep in the cradle. The her^ 
mit was astonished at this barbarous return for 
so much hospitality, but was afraid to make any 
remonstrance to his companion. Next morning 
they went to another city. Here they were li- 
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berally received in the house of an opulent ci- 
tizen ; but in the night the angel rose, and stole 
a golden cup of inestimable vahie. The hermit 
noi^ concluded, that his companion was a bad 
angel. In travelling forward the next morning, 
they passed over a bridge, about the middle of 
ivhich they met a poor man,. of whom the angel 
asked the way to the next city. Having re- 
ceived the desired information, the angel pushed 
the poor man into the water, where he was im- 
mediately drowned. In the evening they ar- 
rived at the house of a rich man, and begging 
for a lodging, were ordered to sleep in a shed 
ivith the cattle. In the morning the angel gave 
the rich man the cup which he had stolen. The 
hermit, amazed that the cup which was stolen 
from their friend and benefactor should be given 
to one who refused them a lodging, began to be 
now convinced, that his companion was the devil; 
and begged to go on alone. But the' ange( said, 
" Hear me and depart. When you lived in your 
hermitage a shepherd was killed by his master. 
He was innocent of the supposed offence ; but 
had he not been then killed, he would have com- 
mitted crimes in which he would have died im- 
penitent. His master endeavours to atone for 
the murder, by dedicating the remainder of his 
days to alms and deeds of charity. I strangled 
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the child of the knight. But know, that the fa^ 
ther was so intent on heaping up riches for his 
child, as to neglect those acts of puhlic munifi- 
cence for which he was before so distinguished, 
and to which he has now returned. I stole the 
golden cup of the hospitable citizen. But know, 
that from a life of the strictest temperance, he 
became, in consequence of possessing this cup, a 
perpetual drunkard, and is now the most abste- 
mious of men. I threw the poor man into the 
water. He was then honest and religious. But 
know, had he walked one half of a mile further, 
he would have murdered a man in a state of mor- 
tal sin. I gave the golden cup to the rich man, 
who refbsed to take us within his roof. He has 
therefore received his reward in this world, and 
in the next will suffer the pains of hell for his 
inhospitality.' The hermit fell prostrate at the 
angePs feet, and, requesting forgiveness, returned 
to his hermitage, fully convinced of the wisdom 
and justice of God's government.'* 

'* This,'* says Warton, " is the fable of P^r- 
nelPs HERMIT, which that elegant yet original 
writer has heightened with many masterly touches 
of poetical colouring, and a happier arrangement 
of circumstances. Among other proofs which 
might be mentioned of ParnelPs genius and ad- 
dress in treating this subject, by reserving the 
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discoTery of the angel to a critical period at the 
close of the fable^ he has found means to intro* 
dnce a beantifal description^ and an interesting 
surprise. In this poem, the last instance of the 
iangePs seeming injustice, is that of pushing the 
guide from the bridge into the river. At this, the 
hermit is unable to suppress his indignation : 

Wild sparkling rage iuflames the Father's eyes. 
He bants the bonds of fear, and madly cries, 
** Detested wretch !>* — ^Bot scarce his qpeech began. 
When the strange partner seem'd no longer man : 
His youthful face grew more serenely sweet. 
His robe tum'd white, and flow'd upon his feet ; 
Fair roonds of radiant points inrest his hair; 
Celestial odours fill the pori^ air : 
And wings, whose colours glitter'd on the day. 
Wide at his back their gradual plumes display. 
The form ethereal bursts upon his sight. 
And moves in aU the miyesty of light 4^.'* 

The attainments of Parnell as a classical scho- 
lar were highly respectable ; he was intimately 
acquainted with the Greek and Latin languages; 
and his critical knov^ledge of the former was of 
inlinite service to his friend Pope, when engaged 
in the arduous task of translating Homer. How 
necessary to him was the assistance of our author, 
is evident from a passage in oi^e of his letters, 

♦ Warton's History of English Poetry, vol. iii. Disserta- 
tion prefixed, p. 28. 
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where^ writing to Parnell from Biafield, he ex* 
claims, '' The minute I lost you, Eustathius, with 
nine thousand contractions of the Greek charac- 
ter, arose to my yiew ! Spandanus, with all his 
auxiliaries, in number a thousand pages (value 
three shillings) and Dacier*$ three volumes, 
Barnes's two, VaUarie^s three, Cuperw half in 
Greek, Leo AUatius three parts in Greek, Scali^ 
ger, Macrobius, and (worse than them all) Aulus 
Gellius ! all these rushed upon my soul at once, 
and whelmed me under a fit of the head-acb. I 
cursed them all religiously, damned my best 
friends among the rest, and even blasphemed 
Homer himself. Dear Sir, not only as you are a 
friend, and a good-natured man ; but as you are 
a Christian and a divine, come back speedily, and 
prevent the increase of my sins ; for at the rate 
I have begun to rave, I shall not only damn all 
poets and commentators who have gone before 
me, but be damned myself by all who come after 
me.'* The translation which Parnell has given 
us of the Pervigilium Veneris, ascribed to Catullus, 
and of the Battle of the Frogs and Mice, attributed 
to Homer, are executed with great fidelity and 
spirit. 

The characteristic excellencies of Parnell as a 
poet, are simplicity, sweetness, and perspicuity. 
There is little which is either sublime or pathetic 
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in his writings ; nor are there many traits of a , 
bold and rigorous imagination ; but there is a 
beauty, a delicacy, and an amenity in his style 
and versification, which charm the more by re- 
peated consideration. " Those compositions/' 
remarks Hume, ** which we read the oftenest^ 
and which eyery man of taste has gotten by heart, 
have the recommendation of simplicity, and have 
nothing surprising in the thought, when divested 
ef that elegance of expression and harmony of 
numbers with which it is clothed. If the merit 
of a composition lies in a point of wit, it may 
strike at first; but the mind anticipates the 
thought in the second perusal, and is no longer 
affected by it. When I read an epigram of 
MAftTiAL, the first line recals the whole ; and I 
have no pleasure in repeating to myself what I 
know already. But each line, each word in ca* 
TULLus has its merit ; and I am never tired with 
the perusal of him. It is sufficient to run over 
cowLET once; but parnbll, after the fiftieth 
reading, is as fresh as at the first *" 

The prose of P&rnell is but small in quantity, 
nor is it in quality equal to his verse. Indepen- 
dent of what he wrote in the Memoirs qf Martinus 
Scribkrus, he published the Life of Homer, pre- 
fixed to Pope's version, and a severe but just 
* Vide Hume's Essay on Simplicity and Refinement. 
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satire on Deonk^ under the title €>f the I4ft qf 
ZaUua. He cdntribated, likewise^ both to the 
SPECTATOR and guardian j in the former work, 
he wrote two numbers, W 460 and W 501, both 
Tinons; the first, a description of the PaTadi9c qf 
FooU; the second, an allegorical picture of Pa- 
tiemx under the pressure of affliction. The style 
of these papers is by no means so sweet and 
flowing as might have been expected from the 
author of the Hermit; they exhibit, however,, 
considerable powers of imagination; and the 
Oroito of Orirf, in N"" 501, discloses a group,^ 
which from its circumstantiality and minute finish- 
ing might be easily transferred to the canyass. 

In the Guardian, Nos. 56 and 66> are from die 
pen of our author ; and, like those in the Spec- 
tator, consist of visions or allegories, a mode of 
omnposition which Addison had rendered fa- 
shionable. N** 56 contains the Vinon qfB^fro^ 
amd Reproach; between which, though the re- 
semblance be considerable, the proper distinc- 
tion is well marked, and supported with {impro- 
priate imagery. N° 66 details the Vision qf 
Common Fame, in which the scandal and ]oqu»* 
city of the tea«4able are satyrised with muck 
force and ingenuity. 

«' In the middle of the hall of Comnon Fame,'' 
says the author, <' stood a table painttad after the 
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BMtiMier of the remotest Aaiatic countrtei^ upon 
irhich the lamp> the silver vessel, and cups of a 
irhite earth, were planted in order. Then dried 
herbs were broaght, collected for the solemnity 
in moon-shine * ; and water being put to them^ 
there was a greenish liquor made, to which they 
added the flower of milk, and an extraction from 
the canes of America^ for performing a libatiod 
to the powers <^ Mischief. After this. Curio* 
nty^ retiring to a withdrawing room, brought 
forth the victims, being to appearance a set of 
small waxen images, which she laid upon the 
table one afler another. Immediately then Talk- 
ativeness gave each of them the name of some 
one, wh<Mn for that time they were to represent, 
and Censoriousness stuck them all about with 
black pins, still pronouncing at .every one she 
stuck, something to the prejudice of the person 
r^>re8ented« No sooner were these rites per^ 
formed, and incantations uttered, but the sound 
of a speaking trumpet was heard in the air, by 
which they knew the deity of the place was pro- 
pitiated and assisting* Upon this, the sky grew 
darker, a stonn arose, and murmurs, sighs, groans^ 
cries, and the words of grief or res6ntment> wer^ 
heard within it. Thus the three sorceresses dis- 
covered, that they whose names limy had giren 
* lBDa)oadH]ie, typicidofwHcberBftaiidjorocry. 
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to the images^ were already affected with what 
was done to them in effigy. The knowledge of 
this was received with the loudest laughter^ and 
in many congratulatory words they applauded 
one another's wit and power/' 

To these visions, as published in the Spectator 
and Guardian, a fifth was added by Pope, when 
he collected the works of his friend. It may be 
entitled the Vtsian of a Library of Books, and c:an 
justly establish a claim to the epithets ingenious 
and amusif^. 

8. Henry Grove, a nonconformist divine of 
great literature and piety, was bom on the 4th 
of January, 1683, at Taunton, in Somersetshire. 
He was descended finom the Groves of Wiltshire 
and the Rowes of Devonshire, families of great 
antiquity and respectability, and who had suf- 
fered much under Charles and James the lid. 
for their zealous and firm attachment to the rights 
of conscience, and the cause of religious freedom. 

His parents, who were highly esteemed for 
their singular.worth and christian virtues, early 
impressed the mind of their son with an ardent 
love for religion and morality. To this, the best 
foundation for future excellence, were added the 
accomplishments of a classical education; and 
such rapid proficiency did he make at the gram- 
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mar school, that, at the age of fourteen, he was 
deemed fully qualified to enter upon a course of 
academical study. The taste which he had ac- 
quired at this period for the elegant authors of 
Greece and Rome, he cultivated through life 
Tvith unwearied fondness and assiduity, and with 
a success which rendered him a very acute and 
perspicacious critic, and which imbued his com* 
positions with much of th&fine flavour, and many 
of the happy graces of antiquity. 

Upon leaving school, he was placed under the 
care of the Rev. Mr. Warren, of Taunton, who 
for many years presided over an academy at that 
place with high reputation; and with this gentle* 
man, whose opinions were liberal and unfettered 
by prejudice, he studied philosophy and theo- 
logy, and obtained an intimate and critical know* 
ledge of the sacred scriptures. 

On the conclusion of his course with Mr. War* 
ren, he removed to London, and prosecuted his 
literary career under the superintendence of his 
near relation, the Rev. Thomas Rowe. Here he 
made himself master of the systems of Descartes 
and Newton, and applied himself with such dili* 
gence to the acquirement of the Hebrew lau* 
guage, as enabled him, in a short time, to peruse 
the Old Testament in the original. He formed, 
likewise, during his residence in the metropolis^ 
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several very valuable connections^ and was par* 
ticnlarly happy in entering into a strict frieod* 
ship with Dr. Watis^ which^ though they differed 
upon some controversial potats^ continued un- 
broken during his life. 

Mr. 6rove« having spent two years in London^ 
returned into the country, and, at the age of 
twenty-two, assumed the office of a preacher. 
For this important du^ he was eminently qoali* 
fied ; his learning was considerable, his imagi* 
nation lively, his address and manner solemn and 
impressive, and his voice, though not strong, was 
clear, sweet, and judiciously managed. He con- 
sequently became a very popular preacher ; and 
the devotional spirit which pervaded his dis- 
courses very early attracted the attention of Mrs. 
Singer, afterwards Mrs. Rowe, who expressed 
her friendship and esteem for Mr. Grove, by an 
Ode addressed to him on Death. 

Very shortly after the commencement of his 
ministry, Mr. Grove entered into the matrimo* 
nial state ; and, in 1706, when only twenty-three 
years of age, he was nominated, on the decease 
of Mr. Warren, to succeed him as tutor to the 
academy at Taunton, assisted by two other gen- 
tlemen of established reputation. Ethics and 
pneumatology were the departments that he chose ; 
and finding it necessary, in consequence of this 
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undertakiDg^ to reside at Taunton^ he« for eigb« 
teen years in succession^ preached to two small 
congregations in the nei^boarhood, upon a sa» 
lary of only twenty pounds per annum ! Not* 
withstanding the scantiness of this income, be 
was exemplary and indefetigable in the discharge 
of his duty; and the sermons which he delivered 
in those meetings, though his auditors were few» 
and probably of the lower class, were models 
worthy of imitation ; they were composed with 
uncommon attention and propriety, *' adapted,'^ 
says one of his biographers, *' to the improve* 
ment of the meanest understanding, while they 
were calculated to please and edify the most po. 
lite and judicious hearers * ;" a task of great diffi* 
culty, but which ought ever to be the aim of all 
who preach to a mixed congregation f , 

The first production which Mr. Grove com* 
mitted to the press, was an essay drawn up for 
the use of his pupils, entitled. The Regukuim qf 

* Vide Morgan's Life of Grove, in Aikin's Qeneral Bio- 
graphy, vol. iv. p. 582. 

f I have great pleasure in referring my readers for spe^ 
cimens of this aichierement to the Sermons of the Rev, 
John Bidlake, 2 vols. 8vo. They appear to me, with re- 
gard to language, models of simple elegance ; and, what 
is of still superior importance, they are purely practical ; 
that is, they are free from all mysticism and controversial 
mtter. 
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Diversioru, and published^ in 1708^ in octavo. It 
is well calculated for the purpose it was meant to 
answer ; to call off the attention of youth from 
the too eager pursuit of pleasure^ and to fix it 
with emulative desire on the acquisition of know- 
ledge and virtue. Dr. Clarke having given to 
the public^ about this period^ his *' Discourse on 
the Being and Attributes of God,'^ our author^ 
not satisfied with one of the proofed deduced fixHn 
our necessary ideas of space and duration^ com- 
menced an epistolary controversy with the Doc- 
tor on the subject; which« though it terminated^ 
as is usual, without conviction on either side, was 
closed with mutual expressions of candour and 
good will. 

Our author^s second appearance in the literary 
world took place in the year 1714, by the pub- 
lication of his first paper in the eighth volume of 
the Spectator; and, in 1718, he again came for- 
ward with An Essay towards a Demonstration of 
the Soul's Immateriality^ a work which displays 
much argument, chiefly, however, upon the. 
grounds which Dr. Clarke has occupied in his 
controversy with Collins. 

Mr. Grove's health had always been delicate ; 
he had been subject for several years to frequent 
attacks of the head-ach, and the spring seldom 
returned without afiecting him with a febrile 
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complaint. His duties, as minister and tutor, re- 
quired incessant attention, and his labours in edu- 
cation were this year much increased by the re- 
signation of his colleague, Mr. Darch, whose 
department of mathematics and natural philoso. 
phy was in future conducted by Mr. Grove. This 
accession of mental fatigue and responsibility 
had nearly terminated his useful life; he was 
seized with a violent fever, from which be with 
difficulty recovered* 

As soon as returning health enabled him, he 
expressed his gratitude to his Maker in an Odfi, 
replete with piety and noble sentiment, and re- 
sumed with fresh ardour his public and domestic 
functions. He was worthy of all imitation in bis 
social as well as in his pastoral and academical 
life ; he had a large &mily, and as a father, bus. 
band, friend, and master, was uniformly an 
object of love and admiration. He possessed, in 
fact, the true art of employing and enjoying life; 
of which the following observations, in a letter 
addressed to an intimate friend of his, will stand 
as a convincing proof. They should be engraven 
upon every mind ; and if duly acted upon, the 
result will necessarily be a state of peace, con* 
tent, and hope. 

" It will not,** says he, " be altogether out of 
character^ if I write down a few reflections on. 
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the art of improving human life, so as to pass if 
in peace and tranquillity, and make it yield the 
noblest pleasures it is capable of affording us. 
The first rule, and in a manner comprehensive oi 
all the rest, is always to consider human life in 
its connection, as a state of trial, with an ever* 
lasting existence. How does this single thought 
at once raise and sink the value of every thing 
nnder the sun ? sink it as a part of our worldly 
portion ; raise it as a means and opportunity of 
promoting the glory of the great author of all 
good, and the happiness, present and future, of 
our fellow-creatures as well as our own ? — In the 
fiext place, we are to lay down this for a certain 
maxim, and constantly attend to it, that our hap« 
piness must arise from our own temper and ac« 
tions, not immediately from any external circum* 
stances. These, at best, are only considerable, 
as they supply a larger field to the exercise of 
our virtue, and more leisure for the improve- 
ments and entertainments of the mind : whereas, 
the chief delights of a reasonable being, must 
result from its own operations, and reflections 
upon them as consonant to its nature, and the 
order it holds in the universe. How do I feel 
myself within ? Am I in my natural state ? Do I 
put my faculties to their right use ? — To require 
less from others than is commonly done, in order 
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to be pleased, and to be more studious to please 
them^ not from, a meanness of spirit, not from art- 
ful views, but firom an unafiected benevolence, 
is another rule of greater importance than is 
easily imagined; and more effectually reaches 
all that is aimed at by self-love, without design- 
ing it. — ^To tliis add, that though we should be 
impartial, yet not severe in the judgment we 
pass, and the demands we make upon ourselves ; 
watchful against the infirmities and errors too in- 
cident to human nature, but not supposing that 
we shall be entirely free from them, nor afflict- 
ing ourselves beyond measure to find that we are 
not. Such an over-strained severity breaks the 
force of the mind, and hinders its progress to- 
wards perfection.—- In the choice of conditions, 
or m^ing any steps in life, it is a dictate of wis- 
dom to prefer reality to appearance, and to fol- 
low Providence as our guide,— To be more in- 
different to life, and all things in it, which tli« 
less we value the more we shall enjoy.— And, 
lasitly, to consider that the happiness of the pre- 
sent state consists more in repose than pleasure ; 
and in those pleasures that are pure and calm 
(which are likewise the most lasting) rather than 
in those which violently agitate the passions. 
Happy are we, when our pleasures flow from the 
regularity of pur passions, an even course of 
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piety and goodness, an humble confidence in the 
mercy of God, and from the hope of immortality ! 
not to be contented without a perpetual succes- 
sion of other pleasures besides these, is the way 
never to know contentment *.'* 

The celebrity which Mr. Grove had acquired 
for pulpit eloquence, occasioned him to be fre- 
quently requested to preach to large congrega- 
tions among the dissenters; and the admiration 
which attended these exertions was such, that he 
had various invitations to places of great popula- 
tion and consequence. His love of retirement, 
however, led him to refuse all overtures of this 
kind ; nor would he on any account engage in 
the disputes which, in the year 1719, were car- 
ried on among his brethren with so much warmth 
and animosity, relative to the doctrine of th« 
Trinity. He justly thought such controversies 
rather injurious than beneficial to Christianity, 
and usually productive of dogmatism and a train 
of irritations very inconsistent with the spirit of 
the gospel. 

In the year 1723 our author resumed his pen, 
and published, at the request of many ministei:s 
of great piety and learning, '^ A Discourse an 
secret Prayer, in several Sermons," 8vo. a produc- 
tion which has been highly valued for ita weight 
. * Vide Biographia Britannica, vol. ir. p. ^446, 1st edit* . 
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.of argument and persuasive warmth of manner. 
Two years after this publication, he lost by death 
his second associate in the academy, the Rev. 
JVir. James, whose province of divinity tutor he 
immediately supplied; and he likewise succeeded 
to his pastoral charge at Fulwood, near Taunton, 
the duties of which he regularly performed dur- 
ing the remainder of his life. It being neces- 
sary, however, that he should have some assistant 
ID the academy, he introduced his nephew, Mr. 
Amory, as his coadjutor. 

Alike indefatigable in the closet, as in his pub« 
lie offices, he continued to bring before the world 
Tarious productions of merit and utility, inde- 
pendent of several single sermons. lu 1730, he 
published The Evidence qf our Saviour's ResurreC' 
tim coTisidered, with the Improvement qf this impor- 
tant Doctrine, Svo. ; and Some Thoughts concermng 
the Proqf qf a fiuure State from Reason, occasioned 
by a Discourse qf the Rev. Joseph Hallet, junior, 
on the same Subject, Svo. Both these pieces were 
well received ; the former contained several new 
and ingenious thoughts on a theme already much 
discussed; the latter involved him in a contro- 
versy on the usefulness of reason in religion, 
which terminated completely in his favour, his 
opponents being perfectly silenced, in 1732, by 
his treatise, entitled. Some Queries offered to the 

VOL. Ill, p 
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Consideration qf those who think it cm If^ury to\Rb- 
ligion to shew the Reasonableness qf it, 8to. He 
printed also, in 1732, A Discourse concerning ike 
Nature and Design of the Lord's Supper, 12nio. a 
very useful little tract, and which was followed, * 
in 1734, by a Tolume much applauded by com- 
petent judges, under the title of Wisdom the first 
Spring of Action in the Deity, 8to. ; and to this, 
in the year 1736, succeeded his last offering to 
the public, A Discourse concerning Saving Faith, 
xoith Five Meditations on several Heads qf Practi- 
cal Religion, l2ino. 

In all these productions, and in all those which 
were published after his death, and in his nume- 
rous Sermons, Mr. Grove, taking the Scriptures 
solely for his guide, adhered to the result of his 
own enquiries ; his mind was biassed by no sys* 
tems or creeds, and his theology, therefore, was 
purely practical, and, as far as the fallibility of 
man will allow in judging of the text, perfecdy 
conformably to the tenor of the gospel ; a con- 
formity the more readily attainable, as he dis- 
missed, as much as possible, from his mind all 
speculative ideas and all hypothetical reasoning. 

The close of this good man's life was now ap- 
proaching, hastened probably by the indisposi- 
tion and death of his wife, who, after labouring 
for some time under a nervous disorder, attended 
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with a most afflicting alienation of mind> expired 
in 1736; an event which^ though it was borne 
by Mr. Grove with fortitude and resignation, had 
evidently an effect upon his health and spirJifcs. 
He survived this beloved companion little more 
than a year, a fever terminating his existence the 
S7th of February, 1737-8, 

Besides the articles of Mr. Grove's composi- 
tion already enumerated, and of which a repub- 
lication took place under the care of Mr. Amory, 
in 1747, in four volumes, 8vo. his " Posthumous 
Works'* were given to the world by the same 
editor in 1740, Arming likewise four volumes 
8yo. ; and, in 1749, under similar superinten- 
dence, his System of Moral Philosophy,'* in two 
¥ohimes, 8vo. A complete collection of our au- 
thor's Sermons occupies ten volumes, Svo. 

When we consider that Mr. Grove died in his 
fifty^fifth year, and that, independent of the re- 
gulation of a very large family, (having had thir- 
teen children) he was uncommonly active and 
punctual in the discharge of his duties as a mini- 
ster and tutor, it is a matter of just surprise that 
he found leisure for compositions so elaborate, 
so numerous, and well written. He was, how- 
ever, a rigid economist of his time, possessed a 
J;emper habitually cheerful, and was singularly 
p 2 
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temperate in the gratification of his passions anJ 
appetites. 

The death of Mr. Grove was sincerely lament- 
jed, not only by his family and most intimate 
friends, but by all who had received the benefit 
of his instructions. *' Our sorrow for Mr. Grove's 
sickness/' said one of his hearers, alluding to the 
general grief which his dangerous illness had ex- 
cited, " was not like our concern for other friends 
,when dying, whom we pity and lament ; but a 
sorrow arising as from the apprehension of the 
removal of one of the higher order of beings, 
who had condescended to live on earth for a while 
to teach us the way to heaven, and was now 
about to return to his native place.'^ 

A charity warm and diffusive, a total freedom 
firom ambition, and an undeviating love for truth 
and free enquiry, were prominent features in 
the character of Mr. Grove, To these invalu^ 
able qualities were added such an ample store of 
literature, sacred and profane, fia rendered him 
highly respectable and useful; and manners so 
easy, affable, and unassuming, that to his pupils, 
relatives, and flock, he was ever an object of the 
sincerest afTectioh and esteem. 

It is much to be regretted, that Mr. Grove did 
not contribute more largely to the Spectator ; he 
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lippears to have been admirably calculated^ both 
by his style and manner, for the office of a pub- 
lic instructor and periodical writer. The four 
numbers which he has written in the last volume 
of the Spectator claim a very distinguished rank 
in the estimation of the critic and moralist ; and 
Boswell) in his life of Johnson^ has recorded a 
circumstance relative to one of them> which ought 
fiot in this place to be forgotten. The Doctor 
mentioned, relates the biographer, " with an air 
of satisfaction, what Baretti had told him ; that, 
meeting, in the course of his studying English, 
with an excellent paper in the Spectator, one of 
four that were written by the respectable dis- 
senting minister, Mr. Grove, of Taunton, and 
observing the genius and energy of mind that it 
exhibits, it greatly quickened his curiosity to 
visit our country ; as he thought, if such were 
the lighter periodical essays of our authors, their 
productions on more weighty occasions must be 
wonderful indeed * \" 

Mr. Grove's first two papers, N° 58 a and 601, 
are on self-love and benevolence ; and, with the 
exception of an unjustifiable censure on the pri- 
vate character of Mr. Hobbes, who, however in- 
defensible his philosophy may have been, was 

* BoswelPs Life of Johnson, vol. iv. p. 31 , 8vo. edition 
of 1799. 
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an amiable and virtuous man, are worthy of 
much praise, both in their tendency and execu- 
tion. They insist upon the dignity of human 
nature, in opposition to what has been termed 
the '^ seffish system.'* It is probable, however, 
that the modifications of the latter theory by Mr* 
Gay * and Dr. Hartley f, and whkh have, in a 
great measure, silenced the objections which had 
with great reason been alledged against it, form 
the nearest approximation toward the truth. 

In N^ 626, our author has given us an essay on 
Novelty; from our addiction to which be deduces 
in a most ingenious and pleasing manner, and in 
a style of superior force and elegance to that 
employed in his prior papers, a strong proof of 
man being destined to immortality. " One of 
the finest pieces," remarks Dr. Johnson, *'in 
the English language, is the paper on Novelty> 
yet we do not hear it talked off.'' 

The concluding number of the S()eclator is 
the composition of Mr. Grove, and it is a termi- 
nation worthy of the work ; a more sublime, a 

* Vide Gay's Dissertation, ** concerning the fundamen- 
tal Principles of Virtue," which is prefixed to Dr. Law'a 
translation of Archbishop King's Essay '< on tlie Origin 
of Evil." 

f Vide Hartley's *' Observations on Man, his Frame, his 
Duty, and his Expectations," 2 vols. 8vo. 

X Boswell's Life of Johnson, vol. iii. p. 32. 



,y Google 



mOGBAPfilCAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHES* 215 

more interesting and impressive paper caunot be 
found in the series to which it belongs. The ex- 
)>an5ion of the mental faculties in a future state, 
tjiough it be an idea over which some obscurity 
vaxtst necessarily hang^ is too accordant with our 
wishes, our hopes, and our religion, to be dismiss- 
ed for any length of time. There is every rea- 
spn^ indeed, to suppose, that the happiness of an 
immaterial existence will depend upon the per- 
petual and illimitable progression of intellect; 
and the paper of Mr, Grove is, in every respect, 
well calculated to give force and colour to the 
exl^larating prospect. 

. 9. John Byrom, the younger son of Mr. Ed- 
ward Byrom, a linen-draper, was born at Ker* 
sail, near Manchester, in the year 1691. After 
the ujsnal grammatical education in his native 
place, he was sent to Merchant Taylor's School in 
London, where he distinguished himself by his 
attention to, and proficiency in, classical litera- 
ture. So much greater progress indeed had he 
laade than was usual, that, at the age of sixteen, 
he was thought sufficiently qualified for the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge; where, on the 6th of July, 
1708, he was admitted a Pensioner of Trinity 
College. 
,At this seat of the Muses, Mr. Byrom pulti- 
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vated with assiduity a taste for elegant letters^ 
and especially for poetry^ to which^ even in his 
earliest years, he had shown a marked propen- 
sity. I&ying taken the usual degrees in Arts, he 
was, in 17 14, elected a Fellow of his College, with 
the Master of which, the celebrated Dr. Richard 
Bentley, he had greatly ingratiated himself by 
the sweetness of his disposition, and the regularity 
of his conduct. 

In the August of the year of his election to 
the Fellowship^ he commenced a writer in the 
Spectator; and in the October following pub- 
lished in that work his first and best poetical 
effort, a pastoral under the title of Colin to Phoshe. 
It has been said on good authority, that the 
Phoebe of this pastoral was Joanna, the daughter 
of Dr. Bentley, and that it was written, not so 
much from affection to the daughter, as with the 
aim of securing the interest of the Doctor in pro- 
moting the author's views with regard to the fel- 
lowship, for which, at the period of its composi- 
tion, he was a candidate. 

The popularity which this poem has enjoyed 
for a series of ninety years, must be considered 
as an indication of no inconsiderable merit ; the 
versification is easy and flowing ; and the ima- 
gery in the seventh and eighth stanzas maybe 
termed elegantly rural; but there is a fault in 
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this piece, which, if it were ever intended for a 
serioas composition, completely destroys the 
effect. A ludicrous air pervades the whole, aris- 
hig sometimes from the puerility of the expres- 
sion, and sometimes from the inanity of the sen- 
timent. Since the publication of the Bath Guido 
by Anstey, this association may have been ren- 
dered stronger by the parody, in that humorous 
work, of the first two lines of Byrom's poem : 

My time, O ye Muses, was happily spent, 
When Pbcebe went with me wherever I went, 

BYROM. 

My time^ my clear mother's, been wretchedly spent, 
"With a gripe or a hiccup wherever I went. 

ANSTEY. 

A serious indisposition induced Mr. Byrom, in 
1716, to visit Montpelier; and during his resi- 
dence upon the continent, he imbibed not only a 
taste for the philosophical reveries of Male- 
branche, but became a convert to the wild en- 
thusiasm of Mademoiselle Bourigi\pn; attach- 
ments which convey no favourable idea of the 
strength and solidity of his judgment. 

On the recovery of his health, he returned to 
England, and, as his pecuniary circumstances 
were not such as to support him in an indepen- 
dent style, he adopted the resolution of practising 
in London as a physician; a scheme which, dU 
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Ifaough sooD laid aside^ aad he took no degree is 
inediciae^ procured for him^ throngh life^ the ap- 
pellation of Doctor. 

It was the seducing passion of love which an- 
nihilated his professional views ; for, shortly afler 
he had settled in town, the two daughters of bia 
uncle, Mr. Jos^h Byrom, of Manchester, visited 
London upon some business of their father's, and 
our poet became ardently attached to the younger 
of the sisters. Miss Elizabeth Byrom. He im- 
mediately avowed his affection, and, following her 
on her return to Manchester, so assiduously pro- 
secuted his suit, that, notwithstanding the oppo- 
sition of her parents, who, on account of Mr. 
Byrom's narrow circumstances, were averse to 
the connection, he obtained her hand. The con- 
duct, of his uncle, who waA in very opulent cir- 
cumstances, and who might, without inconve* 
nience to himself, have placed them at ease with 
^regard to fortune, was such, however, as is but 
too often expcirienced from men who place no 
value upon any thing but the accumulation of 
money. Regardless of the worth and accom- 
plishments of his son-in-law, he refused to give 
him any support ; and Mr. Byrom, having soon 
exhausted what little property he possess^, was 
compelled to seek subsistence from the exertion 
of aa art which he had cultivated during his re« 
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sidence sA Cambridge. This was the invention 
of a new and more perfect species of Short-hand, 
which he first taught with such success at Man- 
chester^ that he was induced to try his abilities 
upon a larger theatre; and^ revisiting London^ 
met with so much encouragement^ and acquired 
so many pupils^ several of which were of the first 
rank in society^ that he procured a very comfort- 
able revenue. In the mean time Mrs. Byrom 
continued to reside at Manchester; and, as her 
husband was engaged in the metropolis only for 
the winter season, she had the pleasure of his so- 
ciety during the summer months, and usually 
gave him an annual addition to his family. 

Our author's fame was not, however, established 
without a contest. At the time when he fixed in 
London, a Mr. Weston had acquired considerable 
celebrity in the same art ; and, as Mr. Byrom 
had taken the liberty of pointing out the defects 
of his method, he received from his competitor a 
challenge to a trial of skill. This was accepted, 
and, Mr. Byrom proving decidedly the victor, 
the number of his pupils rapidly increased, and 
among them he had the honour of including the 
celebrated Earl of Chesterfield. 

It was during the time our poet exercised his 
usefiil art in town, that he became acquainted 
with Dr. Byfield, a man of wit and genius, but 
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of very eccentric character and manners. They 
generally met at the Rainbow Coffee-house near 
Temple^bar^ and highly exhilarated the company 
by their mirths their humour^ and repartee. By- 
held was a chemist of some reputation^ and the 
inventor of the Sal volatile oleosum; and upon his 
decease his friend Byrom wrote for him improm^u 
the following terse yet comprehensive epitaph : - 

tiicjacei Dfk Btifieid^ dm volatilu, tandem fixm* 

The ingenuity of Mr. Byrom was at length re« 
warded by an admission into the Royal Society^ 
of which he was chosen a Fellow, under the title 
of M. A. on thfe 29th of March, 1723-4 ; and in 
the Transactions, N° 488, p. 388, will be found a 
paper of his on the elements of short-hand, which 
Was read to the Society on June the 23d, 1748. 

Whilst thus actively and laudably employed 
in the support of a rising family, an event occur- 
red, which at once placed him in a state of com- 
petence, and enabled him to enjoy the pleasures 
of domestic life, for which he had a keen relishi 
free from care and interruption. His elder 
brother, Mr. Edward Byrom, died without issue | 
and consequently the family estate, which he had 
possessed at Kersall, devolved upon our author. 
With the amiable partner of his affections, and 
who, through all the adversities of his life, had 
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preseryed for him an unimpaired attachment^ ba 
now resided chiefly in the country, and amused 
hii leisure by the composition of numerous pieces 
in verse. 

It was a >^eature of character peculiar to Mr. 
Byrom, that he could write with greater ease in 
the fetters of rhyme than in pkin prose; and he, 
therefore, usually made verse the vehicle of his 
thoughts, whatever might be the nature of the 
subject. Archaeological enquiry, or religious 
controversy, moral or literary disquisition, were, 
as well as the effusions of wit and humour, all 
clothed in the same metrical dress. He undep* 
took to prove, in a treatise in verse, that Antique* 
ries were mistaken in supposing that St. George 
of Cappadocia,or even any George, real or emble- 
matical, was the patron of the Order of the 
Garter, and endeavoured to make it appear that 
Pope Gregory the Great was entitled to that bo« 
nour : an hypothesis which he calls upon a Willie, 
a Stukeley, or a Pegge to refute if they are able. 
The challenge was accepted, and a very conb- 
plete and satisfactory refutation appeared, though 
not until after the death of the author, fronj the 
pen of Mr, Pegge, who, in the course of his ob* 
servations, has given us the following sketch of 
his friend. '* My late worthy friend,'' says he, 
'' Mr. Byrom, whose memory I shall always re* 
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yere, was undoubtedly a man of parts and learn- 
ings but rather too fond sometimes of a paradox. 
Amongst his other qualifications^ he had a parti- 
cular knack at versification^ and has accordingly 
delivered his sentiments on this subject in a me- 
trical garb ; for I presume, we can scarcely call 
it a poetical one *.'* 

This predilection for the mere form of poetry 
was, without doubt, a great error of judgment, 
as Mr. Byrom had sufficiently shown his capa- 
bility of writing very elegant and correct prose. 
On subjects, however, where the genuine powers 
of the poet are required, our author has exhibited 
some imagination ; his poem upon Enthusiasm is 
one of the best of his serious pieces; and his lines 
on the Immortality qf the Saul, published in the 
year 1755, include some couplets worthy of pre- 
servation. Among those which are of a lighter 
kind, his Careless Content may be selected for its 
elegance and simplicity, and, as a proof of his 
comic talents, the following portion of his tale, 
entitled the Three Black Crows, may be confi- 
dently adduced : 

Two honest tradesmen, meeting in the Strand, 
One took the other, hriskly, by the hand ; 
Hark-ye, said he, 'tis an odd story this 
AboQt the Crows! — I don't know what it is, 

« ArcksMk)gia, vol. r« p. 13. 
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Replied his friend.— No ! Pm snrpris'd at tliat ) 
Where I came from it is the common chat; 
But you shall hear ; an odd affair indeed ! 
And, that it happened, they are idl agreed: 
Not to detain you from a thing so strange, 
A gentleman, that lives not tar from Change, 
This week, in short, as all the Alley knows. 
Taking a puke, has thrown up three black crowtw — 
Impossible ! — Nay but it's really true ; 
I hare it lirom good hands, and so may you— 
From whose, I pray ? — So having nam'd the man. 
Straight to enquire his curious comrade ran. 
Sir, did you tell — ^relating the affair — 
Yes, Sir, I did ; and if it's worth your care. 
Ask Mr. Such-a-one, he told it me. 
But, by the bye, 'twas Ixvo black crows, not three, — 

Resolv'd to trace so wonchrous an event. 
Whip, to the third, the virtuoso went. 
Sir— and so forth— Why yes ; the thing is fact, 
Tho' in regard to number not exact; 
It was not ttoo black crows, 'twas only one. 
The truth of that you may depend upon. 
The gentleman himself told me the case — 
Where may 1 find him ? — ^Why, in such a place. 

Away goes he, and having found him out. 
Sir, be so good as to resolve a doubt-*— 
Then to his last informant he referred. 
And begg'd to know, if true what he had heard ? 
Did you. Sir, throw up a black crow — Not I — 
Bless me ! how people propagate a lie ! 
Black crows have been thrown up, thr^e, tuw, and one; 
And here, I find, all comes, at last, to none.' 
Did you say nothing of a crow at allf — 
Crow-— crow— pechiqps I might, now I recall 
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The matter oyer — and, pray Sir, what was't ? 
Why I was horrid sick, and, at the last, 
I did throw up, and told my neighbour so. 
Something that was— '^u blacky Sir, as a crow*. 

Mr. Byrom continued to live happy and re- 
spectable in the bosom of domestic peace and 
comfort, until, in the seventy-second year of his 
age, and on the 28th of September, 1763, he sub- 
mitted, after an illness borne with great fortitude 
and resignation, to the stroke of death. 

In all the relations of life Mr. Byrom supported 
a character of great innocence, integrity, and 
virtue ; his talents were very respectable, and 
his industry was great; he possessed a heart alive 
to the finest feelings of humanity, and was a 
sincere and devotional believer in the records 
and doctrines of Christianity, 

The contributions of Mr. Byrom to the Spec- 
tator took place at an early period of his life ; yet 
are they such as reflect great honour on his lite- 
rary acquiranents, and are justly considered as 
ornaments to the work in which they are in- 
cluded. Four papers in the eighth volume have 
been attributed to him by the annotators, but of 
these only two can be considered as certainly of 
his production. These are Nos. 586 and 593; in 
the last of which he himself affirms, " that he has 

* Bjrrom's Miscellaneous Poems, voL i. p. 49^^ 1. 



,y Google 



Vt<>OIlAPHICi%L AND CRITICAL SKBTOHBSk Q25 

no maimer of title to tke vision wUch succeeded 
hi« first letter ;'* an avowal^ however^ which the 
annolators seem to have little regarded, as they 
•till persist in giving our author credit for the 
•composition of N*' 587. For the conjectural as* 
cription of N* 597, they have no other authority 
than what similarity of subject can afibrd ; the 
|>8^>eT appearing to have been formed on some 
bints in Mr, Byrom^s first communicatioQ. 

The two authentic papers of our ingenious 
essayist are <m Dreaming, a subject which, in the 
bands of various writers, has been productive of 
much pleasingillustratlon. He takes it for granted, 
that '' dreams a^e certainly the result of our 
waking thoughts ; and our daily hopes and fears 
are what give the mind such nimble reliriies of 
pleasure, and such severe touches ef pain, in it« 
midnight rambles,^ His object, therefore, is to 
point out the best method of rendering the work-* 
ings of fancy in sleep grateful to the mind, and 
consequently friendly to health liid happiness. 
Temperance in the indulgence of our appetites, 
and the habitual practice of virtue, he justly con- 
tends, are the only means which are adapted to 
the attainment of so desirable a result. 

Hie state of the mind during sleep and dream- 
ing, has been the theme of much controversy 
among physiologists and metaphysicians ; but the 
VOL. in. a 
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best deduced opinions tend strongly to confirm 
the rationality of the means on which Mr/Cyrom 
depends for success. Whether with Dr. Darwin 
we assert that ** the power of volition is totally sus- 
pended in sleep ;" or with Du^ld Stewart, that 
*' the influence ojf the will over the faculties both 
of mind anil body is then interrupted * ;" it will 
follow, that the associations or trains of ideas which 
occur in dreaming, being under little or no sub- 
jection to the influence of volition, (although in 
frightful dreams the will is sometimes painfully 
but unavailingly exerted,) must take their tone 
and complexion either from the mental associa- 
tions of our waking hours, or from the sensations 
and irritations of the corporeal frame. It is ob- 
vious therefore, that if such be the passive stato 
of the mind in our dreams, and that we cannot 
voluntarily adopt or reject a train of thought, of 
what importance it may be ^oth to health and 
peace of mind, that the associations of our waking 
hours, and the state of our bodily organs, be 
such as shall not, during the time which nature 
has allotted to repose, give rise to scenes of guilt, 
of misery, and of terror. 

The couch of , the vicious and luxurious is 
oflen haunted with spectres of every dreadful 

* Vide Zoonomia, vol. i. and DagaM Stewart's Elements 
of tiie Philosophy c^the Human Mind, p. 577. 
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*form and hue^ while the temperate and the pure 
-in heart enjoy slumbers the most delicious and 
•refreshing: 

I>ulci8 et alta quies, placidaeque slmillima morti. 
VircUii Aaeid. lib. v. 9tt. 

Or are transported into regions of ever-varying 
beauty and enjoyment, into 

-a worl2Lof gayer tinot and grace. 



Cer which are shadoviry cast Elysian gleams 
That play, in waying lights, from place to place, 
And shed a roseate smtile on nature's face. 

.THOMSON. 



10. Zachary Pearce, D. D. bishop of Ro^ 
Chester, and a critic of considerable celebrity, 
was bom in High Holborn, London, in 1690. His 
lather, who had acquired great wealth as a dis- 
tiller, educated him at Westminster-school, where 
he was chosen one of the King's scholars, and, in 
1710, elected to Trinity College, Cambridge. 

It was during the early part of his residence at 
the university, that he contributed to the perio- 
idical collections of Steele and Addison; to the 
Guardian in 1713, and to the eighth volume of 
the Spectator in 1714, The production, how- 
ever, which first made him known to the public, 
and which procured him very powerful patro- 
nage, was an editioh of Cicero de Oratore, printed 
Ql2 
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in 17]6> and dedicaled,at the requesl i>f%{n&^, 
to Lord Chief Justice Pitrker* With this tribute 
of respect his lordship was so much pleased^ that^ 
by a strong recommendation to Dr. Bentley, 
then master of Trinity, he procured him a fellow* 
ship. 

Our author, in 1717, entered into holy orders^ 
and receiyed an invitation from Lord Parker, novr 
chancellor, to reside with him as his domestic 
chaplain. About two years after his acceptimce 
of this situation, he became rector of Stapl^ford 
Abbots, in Essex, and, in 1720, of St. Bartholo- 
mew behind the Royal^Echange. He this year 
published, " 4n AccmaU qf Tfinky Colkge, Cam* 
bridge: in 17^21, JBfiiU^l^ dm dc E^UHomN. Z; 
uBcndeh mucqfia, de cornqttu Eputolarum N, T. 
LocU, ^c.s and, in 1722, A Ltttcrtq the Clergy qf 
the Church qfEt^Umd, on oooamm, ^fih€ Bishop of 
Mochatar's Ommkmem to the Tofiner* 

Througji the interest of his generous patron^ 
now Earl of Macclesfield^ he was presented, in 
1723, to St. Martin's in the Fields, and the subse* 
quept year, he dedicated to bis lordship hia 
valuable edition of LonjgsBitf. It was in 1724, 
likewise, that he recced the degree of Doctor 
of Divinity fr^m Archbishop Wake. - 

An e¥e«t now <K?curred, which for s(H&e time 
suspended oi^ author's ho|^ and view^ of pre*- 
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ferment. In 1725, the resignation and impeach- 
ment of Lord Macclesfield took pkce; and, sen- 
tence heimg passed against him in the Uoxkae of 
Lords, he retired from poh tical warfare, and died i n 
1732. Dr.Peareewasmuchattachedtohispstron, 
and, being fully convinced of his innocence, Mt 
seyerely for the persecntion to which be had 
been snbjected. As soon as he had recovered 
froin the diock, howerer, which this event ne- 
ceflsarilj occasioned him, he continued his lite- 
rary career; and having, in 1726, preached a ser- 
mon at the consecration of St. Martini chorch, 
which had been rebnilt in its present magnificent 
style of architecture, he gave it to the world, ac- 
cmnpanied by An Ema^ on the Origin and Pro^ 
gress qfTanpki. In 1727, he published the Mi- 
racks cfJemtB nndicmed, in answer to Woolston ; 
and in 1730, and I7S1, Jbo Litiirs agtdmt Dr. 
Oncers Middklon relating t(k kii Attack upon Water- 
land. 

In the province of criticbm, the Doctor had 
hitherto confined himself to ancient literature; 
but in the year 17S3, he gave the public a con- 
vincing proof of his being equally versed in Eng- 
lish Philology. His Review of the Text of Para* 
disc Lost is a very successful attack upon the 
chimerical emendations of Bentley, who, greatly 
to the injury of his erwn reputation, had printed. 
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in 1732yan edition of Milton's Epic, in which he- 
assumes the absurd licence of correcting' what ■ 
he supposed to be the blunders of the poet'^ 
amanuensis. ''Dr. Pcarce/' remarks Newton in-* 
his preface to Milton's Paradise, ''h^ distin- 
guished his taste and judgment in choosing^ 
always the best authors for the subjects of his. 
criticism, as Cicero^ and Longinus among the 
ancients, and Milton among the moderns. His 
review of the text of the Paradise Lost is not only 
a most complete answer to Dr. Bentley, but may 
serve as a pattern to all future critics, of sound: 
learning and just reasoning joined with the great-^ 
est candour and geutleness of manners. Thewhole^. 
is very well wotthy of the perusal of every lover 
and admirer of Milton *" 

At length the abilities and erudition of Dr. 
Pearce met with due acknowledgment, and in. 
1739 he was preferred to the deanery of Win- 
chester. Here he continued his classical pur*^ 
suits, and, in 1745, published a most excellent 
edition in octavo of Cic^o de Qfficiis. The dig- 
nities of the church now crowded upon our au- 
thor; in 1748, he was made bishop of Bangor, 
and in 1756, bishop of Rochester and dean of 
Westminster* A short time prior to this last pre- 
ferment, he had given some slight assistance to 
» Newton's Milton, Prefkce, 8vo. 2d edition, 1150. 
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Johnson in the composition of his dictionary, 
tliough he chose to conceal his name. " Well 
might he say/' remarks Boswell of his friend 
tbat /' the English Dictionary was written with 
little assistance of the learned; for he told me, 
tliat the only aid he received was a paper con« 
taining twenty etymologies, sent to him by a per- 
son then unknown, who he was afterwards in- 
formed was Dr. Pearce, bishop of Rochester *." 

As the Bishop was greatly attached to a literary 
life, and felt, shortly after his elevation to the see 
at Rochester, the pressure of age and infirmity^ 
he expressed a wish to Lord Bath, in the year 
1763, that the King would accept his resignation 
both of the bishopric and the deanery. His 
majesty, however, through the opposition of his 
ministers, who were jealous of Lord Bath's appli- 
catk>n for the appointment of a successor to Dr. 
Pearce, found himself unable to comply with the 
request, and intimated to our divine the necessity ^ 
of his continuance in the see. Five years after 
this refusal, however, he was permitted to resign 
the deanery, and he had consequently more time 
for his favourite pursuits of study and contempla- 
tion. 

In 1773, his happiness and best comforts re* 

* Boswell's Life of Johnson, vol. i. p. 260, 8vo. editiorv 
of 1799. 
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eeived ao iirepanMe blow horn the Ion ef \m 
hdy, who for fifty4iro yours had boen the feith* 
All and aflfectienate conpaaioo of his domestic 
hours. He sorriTed her bat a short time, and 
died, aiped 84, on June the 2Pth, 1774. 

Two ▼olumes in quarto of his pesthniiKNis 
works appeared in 1777, and were entitled, A 
CommaHary,wkh Ncie$, am ike Fmir EwmgcHttw amd 
the Aeu ef thi ApQ9lk%, together with A Ntw 
Dwulatiom §f St, PonTf Fint EpitOe to the Co- 
rhukkau, amd a Paraphrase ami NaUs, ^ Johnson/^ 
observes his biographer, ** had now an opporta- 
nity of making a grateful return" U>** this" ex- 
cellent prelate, who, we have seen, was the only 
person who gave y m any assistance in the com^ 
pilation of his dictionary. The bishop had left 
some account of his life and character, written 
by himself. To this Johnson made some valuable 
additions, and also fornished to the editor, the 
Reverend Mr. Derl^, " the MWwing dedicai- 
tion 

" TO THE KIN^ 

''sm, 
'' I FUBSUME to lay before your Majesty the last 
labours of a learned Bishop, who died in the toils 
and duties of his calling. He is now beyond the 
reach of all earthly honours and rewards ; and 
only the hope of inciting others to imitate him. 
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jnakes it now fit U be remembered, that he ea- 
j^yed in hia life the farour of your Majesty. 

** The tumultiiary life of priaces seldom per^ 
mits them to survey the wide extent of national 
interest, without losing sight of private merit ; to 
.exhibit ^pialities which may be imitated by the 
highest and the humblest of mankind ; and to be 
at once amiable and great. 

'' Such characters, if now and then they i^ 
pear in history, are contemplated with admira- 
tion. May it be the ambition of all your subjects 
to make haste with their tribute of reverence : 
and as posterity may learn from your Majesty 
how kings should Mve, ma:y l^ey learn, likewise^ 
from your pecyple, how they should be honoured. 
I am, 

** May it pl^we your Majesty, 
'* With the moat profound respect, 
" Your Majesty's 

" Most dutiful and devoted, 
" Subject and Servant." 

The character of Dr. Pearce, in whatever light 
it isviewed,vnU appear alike amiable and respect* 
able. His learning, sacred and profane, ws^ ex« 
tensive and profound ; and as a critic, diough his 
taste and acumen were felt and acknowledged^ 
his candour, gentleness, and forbearance wera 
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equally conspicuoos. In his life he was innoceBt 
and emiaently useful^ and he died full of years 
and Ibll of hope, trusting in the mercies and pro- 
mises of that religion which it had been the pri- 
mary object of his life to inculcate and obey. 

Of the periodical compositions which have en- 
titled him to notice in this work, the first is a hu- 
morous letter in N^ 121 of the Guardian, signed 
Ned Mum, and descriptive of a very novel species 
of society, under the aj^Uation of the Sikne 
Gub. 

To the last vc^ume of the Spectator he contri- 
buted N'' 572, and N'' 6SS ; the former a piece of 
keen ridicule on quacks and quackery, an evil 
which, though great at the period when this paper 
was composed, has since attained a magnitude so 
enormous, as loudly to demand the vigorous in- 
terference of the legislature. About thirty years 
ago the late Dr. Buchan exclaimed, *' As matters 
stand at present, it is easier to cheat a man out of 
his life, than of a shilling, and almost impossible 
either to detect or punish the offender. Not- 
withstanding, this, people still shut their eyes, 
and take every thing upon trust, that is adminis- 
tered by any pretender to medicine^ without dar- 
ing to ask him areason for any part of his con- 
duct. Implicit faith, every where else the object 
of ridicule, is still sacred here." 
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To the disgmce of the nineteenth century, the^ 
fd>servations of this popular writer are more ap- 
plicable than ever. National credulity, with re- 
gard to medkalimposture, seems to be on. the in- 
crease ; and swarms of adventurers, however ig- 
norant and illiterate, are allowed to prey upon 
the public, and to accumulate immense fortunes 
by the ruin of the health and happiness of their 
fellow^ creatures. Surely it is the part* of every 
wise government, by whom population must be 
identified with wealth, to arrest the progress of 
such wide-wasting mischief, and, scorning to 
profit by the sale of patent poisons, to enforce 
the severest punishments for such wanton propa- 
gation of disease and death. 

The subject of N® 633, is on the advantages to 
be derived to elocution from the sublime and in- 
teresting doctrines of Christianity. The Bishop 
compares St. Paul with Demosthenes and Cicero, 
and accounts for the superiority in eloquence 
which he ascribes to the apostle, by imputing it 
to the impressive and stupendous nature of the 
information that he had to convey, and which 
would naturally give to his manner a more than 
common portion ofwarmtb, animation, and zeal. 
He appeals also with exultation to the fragment of 
Longinus found prefixed to one of the manu- 
scripts of the New Testament in the Vatican li- 
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hnry, and in whkh the great critic, after enume* 
rating the mott eminent orators of Greece, closes 
the list by saying, ^ add to these Paul of Tarsus, 
the patron of an opinion not fiilly proved/' Fa- 
bricins has, howoTer, in his Bibliotheca Graeca *, 
anpposed this fri^(ment to be a forgery of the 
christians ; but, as be brings forward no authority 
for the conjectnre, we nuty be still allowed to 
eonnder this passs^ as a fnrther proc^ of the 
taste and candenr of Longinns. 

» lib. IT. c. 31. 
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ESSAY m. 

BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHES OF TUB 
OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENTS OF STEELE AND 
ADDISON. 

X HE ten characters, whose biography we have 
BOW giveD> were, after Steele and Addison, the 
chief contributors to the Tatler, Spectator, and 
Cfuardian ; they have therefore, with propriety^ 
occupied more of our attention than can, con* 
«etently with the limits of our original design, be 
paid to the next two series of periodical writers^ 
of which the first will consist of those anfy who 
have ccmiposed an en$m paper; the second of 
those who have written merefy letters^ or portions 
of a number. 

11. John Gat was bom A. D. 1688, in the 
Ticinity of Barnstaple, in Devonshire. Having 
received a good grammatical education under the 
care of Mr. Luck, the master of the free-school 
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at Barnftaple, he was, owing to the reduced cif^ 
cmnstaoces of his hnuly, destined for trade^ and 
lioand an apprentice to a silk-mercer in London^ 

With this occupation, howerer^ he was greatly 
dissatisfied ; for, haying imbibed a taste ^ poe» 
try and classical literatnre, he was early disgusted 
with the servility and frivoloos nature of his em- 
plo3nnent, and^ shortly afterwards, induced his 
master, who saw his. aversion to the business nn- 
conqnecable, to resign his indentures for a small 
consideration. 

On his release he immediately applied himself 
to the cultivation of poetry, and, in 1711, pub- 
lished his fir^ attempt in verse, entitled RuMd 
Sports, which he inscribed to Mr. Pope, then 
nearly of his own age ; and an intimacy took 
place between the poets in consequence of this 
literary compliment, that ripened into a friends 
ship equally durable and sincere. The poem, 
though written on a theme so trite, is evidently 
the production of one who describes what he has 
himself actually seen ; and it can, therefore, boast 
of several descriptions which are novel and in- 
teresting. 

In 1712, our author obtained a situation which 
left him at full liberty to indulge his taste for 
elegant literature. > He was appointed secretary 
to the.Duchess of Monmouth, and the public was 
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soon gratified by the product of his leisure* His 
Trivia, or. The Art of walking the Streets in Lon^ 
doH, appeared the same year, and procured him 
much reputation. It is a fine specimen of that 
species of burlesque, in which elevated language 
is employed in the detail of trilling, mean, or 
ludicrous circumstances. He occasionally, how- 
ever, -touches upon sul^ects of a very different 
nature ; and the following description of a fire 
is so minutely correct as to make the reader 
shudder : 

At first a glowing red enwraps the skies. 
And borne by winds the scattering sparks arise ; * 
From beam to beam the fierce contagion spreads ( 
The spiry flames now lift aloft their heads^ 
Thro* the burst sash a blazing deluge pours. 
And splitting tiles descend in rattling showers. 

A more sublime and awful, though not a more 
atecurate picture of this dreadful disaster, has been 
given us by Br. Darwin, in his Botanic Garden. 
He is addressing the Aquatic Nymphs : 

from dome to dome when flames infuriate climb. 
Sweep the long street, invest the tower sublime, 
<3iid the tall vanes amid the astonished night. 
And reddening heaven returns the sanguine light; 
While with vast strides and bristling hair aloof. 
Pale Danger glides along the falling roof. 
And giant Terror, howKng in amaze. 
Moves bis dark lirabs across th« lurid blaze : 



,y Google 



240 noGRAnacAL akb csmcAi. sketci 

HorTd in rapleadeat arebes to Oe sides ; 

Id iron ceDs oondenaed the airy sprios. 

And imp'd tbe torrmt with nnfiiiBngwiag; 

—On tlK fierce taews Oe ikowcr 

And sodden darknev liwmAi tlK ifaattei'd vaHs; 

Steamy smoke, and dost in Mended volanies rally 

And Night and silence repossess the Pde ♦. 

Oaj was BOW wilHag to afcertain what were 
bis taleuts for dramatic conpositioii, from which, 
flhocild raccess attend hhn oa the stage, he might 
jastly expect far greater remtmeration than from 
any other department of poetry. He produced, 
therefore, about this period, a favce and a co- 
medy, imd^ the titles ef Hie JlfbAodb, and The 
Wife of Bath; they were both, however, nn- 
saccessfuJ, a disappointment that was alleviated 
the succeeding year by the popularity which ac- 
companied his Skepherd^s Weeky so called, as it 
<:onsisted of six pastorals designated by the days 
•ef the week. This singular but <Mriginal work 
was written to support the cause of Pope in his 
quarrel with Philips, and was intended as a bur- 
lesque parody upon the pastorals of his rival. 
Notwithstanding the vulgarity of manners and 
coarseness of style which these pieces exhibit, 
they are, when we dismiss from our minds the 
caricature intention with which they were com- 
* Part i.* p. 144. 
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posed, 80 just a picture of genuine nature, and 
present us with so many natural delineations of 
rural life, that they became greater favourites 
with the people than any other productions of 
the rustic class. In general, indeed, they were 
read without any reference to, or knowledge of, 
the dispute which occasioned their appearance, 
and are justly considered as representations of na- 
ture, of merit equal with the paintings of Heems- 
kirke or Teniers. They were dedicated to Lord 
Bolingbroke; and in return Gay was nominated 
secretary to the Earl of Clarendon, ambassador 
to the court of Hanover. He had scarcely, how- 
ever, begun to act in his new office,. when the 
death of the Queen closed all his prospects from the 
Tory party ; yet he neglected not the opportu- 
nity, which his short residence in Hanover af- 
forded him, of recommending himself to the royal 
iamily ; and his attentions would probably have 
been successful, could the dedication to Boling- 
broke have been forgotten; a political crime 
which never ceased to operate against all his views 
of official promotion. He did, however, what 
laid in his power ; he congratulated the Princess 
of Wales in a poetical epistle on her arrival; and 
when in 1715 he brought forward a dramatic 
piece, named TAe JVhai d*ye call it, a kind of 
mock tragedy, it was patronised and attende4 

VOL. 111. R 
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both by the Prince and Princess of Wales ; and^ 
tfaongh a mere trifle, acquired for its author a 
considerable portion of profit and temporary 
celebrity. 

Encouraged by the success of this eflfort, he 
again tried his fortune on the stage, iu 17 17, by 
the representation of a comedy, entitled. Three 
Hours after Marriage, i/vith a result, however, 
very different from what todk place on the for- 
mer occasion ; for, thon^ assisted in its compo- 
sition by Pope and Arbuthnot, it was universally 
and deservedly condemned, not only for its fer- 
cical incidents, but lor its unjust satire on Dr. 
Woodward, a very worthy man, and whose vir- 
tues should have shielded him from such an at- 
tack. 

Whatever were the emoluments which had 
hitherto accrued to Gay from his -works, they 
were spent probably as rapidly as they had been 
obtained; and it became an object to himself and 
his friends that something permanent should be 
the result of his labours. It was proposed, there- 
fore, la 1720, that he should publish his poems 
by subscription, in 2 vols. 4to. a prefect by 
which he cleared a thousand pounds. Possessed 
of what appeared to him so large a sum, he called 
upon his friends for their direction in the dispo- 
sal of it to the best advantage ; and like the ge- 
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nerality of those who ask adyice, he heard their 
opinions^ and pursued his own plan. Mr. Lewis^ 
riord Oxford^s steward^ advised him to intrust it 
to the funds and live upon the interest; Br. Ar- 
buthnot to intrust it to Providence^ and live upon 
the principal; and Pope and Swift were for 
purchasing an annuity for life* Instead of se- 
curing the enjoyment of it in any of these modes, 
he chose to purchase South Sea Stock; and with 
the money thus laid out, and a present fr<Ma 
Secretary Craggs in the same aerial funds, he at 
one time firmly believed himself to be the pos- 
sessor of twenty thousand pounds; and, it is 
said, lived according to his expectations! Had 
he been prudent enough to have sold out in 
time, as he was urgently requested to do, he 
might have realized his dreams of wealth ; but, 
confident in the stability of his speculaiion, 
he suffered the irretrievable period to pass, and 
was shortly afterwards stripped both of profit 
and principal. So unexpected a reverse was too 
much for our poet's philosophy ; and, had it not 
been for the soothing care and attention of his 
friends, he would have sunk beneath the stroke. 

The recovery of his health was accompanied 

by the resumption of his favourite pursuits ; and, 

haviag finished a tra^dy, he was honoured with 

an invitation to read it before the Princess of 

r2 
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Wales. ** When the boor came/' says Johnsoni 
** he saw the Princess and her ladies all in ex*> 
pectation; and advancing with reverence, to« 
great for any other attention, stumbled at a stool^ 
and falling forwards threw down a weighty Ja- 
pan screen. The Princess started, the ladiei 
screamed, and poor Gay, afVer all the disturb-^ 
ance, was still to read his play *.'' It is proba« 
ble, that this incident might give rise to Hawkes-> 
worth's paper in the Adventurer, N^ 52, on the 
Distresses of an Author invited to read his play. 
The tragedy, which was named The Captives^ 
was at length acted at Drury-lane theatre, in 
1723, and the author's third night was graced 
by the presence of their Royal Highnesses. 

In the year 1726 appeared the Fables for the 
instruction of the Duke of Cumberland, the most 
finished production of our poet, and to which he 
Will owe his reputation with posierity. 

The Fables of Gay are written with great spirit 
and vivacity ; and the versification is, for the most 
part, smooth and flowing. The scenery and the 
descriptions are frequently happy and appro- 
priate ; and the incidents are occasionally strik- 
ing and well imagined. The defects, however, 
are equally conspicuous ; of the nature of fable 
he seems to have entertained a very lax idea; and 
* LiFcs of the Poets, vol. ii. p. 241. 
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Miany of his pieces are rather tales and allego* 
ries than fables. The moral is t(K> often obscure 
or inapposite ; and he has introduced much too 
large a portion of satire and political matter. 
Excellence in the composition of fable, indeed, 
lias been found of rare attainment : Phaedrus and 
La Fontaine have no rivals; and. though Gay 
may be justly considered as the best writer of 
these pleasing productions in the English lan- 
guage, he is^ without doubt, greatly inferior to 
the Latin bard in terseness and elegance ; to the 
French poet in simplicity and na'iveiL 

The political hopes which Gay entertained 
from the composition of these Fables were never 
gratified ; on the accession of George the lid. 
when he expected the rich reward of all his la- 
bours, he found no appointment allotted him but 
the post of gentleman-usher to the young prin- 
cess Louisa; a place which he rejected with 
contempt, and with a high sense of the indignity 
that had been offered him. 

A very short time after this event, and while 
still smarting from the disappointment he had 
undergone, he produced his celebrated Beggar's 
Opera. It was acted, in 1727, at Lincoln's-inn- 
fields, having been refiised at Drury-lane; and 
the applause and popularity which it acquired 
were beyond precedent. It was performed sixty- 
three nights in succession ; nor was it less a fa«^ 
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▼oorile <m ^ pnmocial t hotWB , Qmf mA 
Rich the manager had greiA reaaoii to be satis* 
fied with the result; aad it was humorously re- 
mariEed by the public, that this opera had made 
Gay rich, and Bkh gti^. 

The object of Gay, in the production of this 
popular trifle, was to ridicule the Italian opera, 
and to satirize the court; and it need scarcely 
be added, that, for a time, he succeeded to the 
extent of his wishes. The tendency of the piece^ 
howeyer, has been justty reprobated; and though 
it did not produce the mischief ^ich Dr. Her- 
ring and other friends to virtue and religion ap- 
prehended from its frequent exhibition, it must 
be allowed to be not only without any moral 
principle, but in its characters and conduct se-< 
ductive and dangerous. 

Encouraged by the patranage of the public, 
our author composed a second part, under the 
title of Polfy; but, owing to the political com^ 
plexion of its predecessor, the Lord Chamber- 
lain issued a prohibition against its performance ; 
a circumstance which in the end proved highly 
favourable to the interests of Gay ; for his friends, 
stimulated by the opposition, exerted themselves 
so effectually in obtaining a subscription foi' its 
publication, that he acquired near twelve hun- 
dred pounds by the expedient ; a sum greatly su- 
perior to the profits of the Beggar's Opera. Nor 
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was this the only good consequence which re- 
sulted from the interference of the conrt party ; 
the Duke and Duchess of Queensbury, who had 
a sincere regard for Gay, received him into their 
'iuKise; treated him with every respect and at- 
tention; and undertook the regulation of his 
finances^ a task to which the poet had ever proved 
himself inadequate. 

He was now no longer at the mercy of fortune ; 
but, as life is necessarily chequered with evil, no 
sooner was he released from pecuniary anxiety 
than his health began to decline. He had for 
some years been subject to returns of a com- 
plaint in his stomach and bowels ; these now be- 
came more frequent and violent ; and he was at 
length seized with an inflammation of these or- 
gans, which proved more than commonly rapid 
in its progress, and he expired on the ith of De- 
cember, 1732, in the forty-fourth year of his 
age. 

Few men were more beloved by those who in- 
timately knew him than Gay ; his moral charac- 
ter was excellent ; his temper peculiarly sweet 
and engaging ; but he possessed a simplicity of 
manner and character which, though it endeared 
him to his friends, rendered him very unfit for 
the general business of life. He was, in fact, as 
Pope has emphatically observed. 

In wit, a man $ rimpUcity, a cluld. 
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Independent of the compositions which vre 
have enamerated^ Gay was the author of the Fan, 
a mythological fiction; of Dione, a pastoral 
drama; of Achilles, an opera, not acted until 
after his death ; and of several minor poems, amon^ 
which the pathetic beauties of the two ballads, 
commencing All in the Downs, and^Tbo^ when 
the Seas xvere roaring, have, without doubt, been 
felt by all my readers. To these may be added 
some posthumous productions ; a second volume 
of his Fables, not equal to the first ; the Distrest 
Wife, a comedy ; and a humorous effusion, enti- 
tled The Rehearsal at Gotham, 

He was the author also of a paper in the Guar- 
dian, N° 149, on dress; a subject which, though 
not very promising, being frivolous in itself, and 
nearly worn out by others, he has contrived to 
render the vehicle both of originality and wit 
For these acquisitions, he is indebted to the inge- 
nuity of his parallel between poetry and dress ; 
which he has supported with much fancy and 
spirit, accompanied by a pretty large portion of 
justifiable satire. 

The dress of our ancestors, at the commence- 
ment of the eighteenth century, with all its fol- 
lies and mutabilities, may be very accurately 
drawn from the various sketches interspersed 
among the papers of Steele and Addison ; and, 
though we may be rather inclined to complain 
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of the too frequent recurrence of the subject, 
there is, most undoubtedJy, a pleasure to be de^ 
riyed from contemplating the drapery and deco^ 
ration of beauty and fashion,, as they existed a 
century ago, especially when these portraits are 
grouped and coloured by masters of such acknow* 
ledged skill and fidelity. 

12. Edward Young, the only son of Dr. Ed- 
ward Young, Dean of Sarum and rector of Upham, 
near Winchester, was born at Upham in Jane 
1681. He was placed by his father upon the 
foundation of Winchester College ^ and in his 
eighteenth year, the period of superannuation at 
this school, was removed to New College, Ox- 
ford. Here, however, he did not remain long ; 
ior on the death of the warden, which happened 
before the expiration of a year, he entered him* 
self a gentleman commoner of Corpus Christi, 
and, in 1708, was elected to a law-^fellowship at 
All-Souls. On the 23d of April, 1714, he be- 
came a batchelor of civil laws ; and, on the 10th 
of June, 1719, doctor. 

As the literary labours of Dr. Young are very 
numerous, and many of them but little read in 
the present day, we shall confine this short sketch 
to the consideration of those only which have 
contributed to give him a permanent station in 



,y Google 



2S0 BIOGRAPHICAL AND CKITICAL SKETCHES. 

the records of fame. His early prodaciioas are 
renaricable for their flattery and advlatidii ; ci 
which, ia a more advanced period of lifo> he was 
so moch ashamed, ^at he suppressed the poems 
and dedications which had, in these respects, the 
most grossly ofiended. 

His Poem an the Last D4^ is Uie first of his 
compositions entitled to notice. It was pub- 
lished at Oxford in May, 1713, and was welL 
received l^ the pnbHc. It contains several 
splendid passages; but, as a whole, must be pn^ 
nonnced tedioos and nninterosting. The sub- 
ject, indeed, is an unfavourable one; as with it 
are already connected some of the most sublime 
ideas which revelation aflfords, and beyond which 
IK> uninspired poet can hope to soar. Dr. Ogili. 
vie has since attempted the same theme; and 
though more bold in his imagery than Yoimg, 
and more uniformly dignified and harmonious in 
the structure of his verse, he too must be con- 
fessed to have failed. 

The next piece of Young, which, in the order 
of time, possesses any considerable merit, is the 
Paraphrase on Part (^ the Book of Job; a daring 
effort, when the grandeur and sublimity of the 
original are duly considered. He selected, how- 
ever, with much judgment those descriptions 
which would best admit the beauties and ampli* 
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fication of modern Terse, and has succeeded 
in rendering his paraphrase highly pleasing and 
poetical. " Young/' very justly observes Dr. 
Aikin, '' has made little addition to the primi- 
tive imagery; but has rendered it more clear 
and precise, while it retains all its force and splen- 
dour. The descriptions are not always accurate, 
and the language sometimes borders upon extra- 
vagance ; but his object was poetical effect, and 
this he has produced in an uncommon degree. 
Thus, after his highly wrought picture of tlie 
lion in his nightly ravages, he fixes and concen- 
trates the impression of terror, by the figure of 
the flying shepherd, who 

— — shudders at the talon in the dust. 

This is a stroke of real genius * !" 

In 1719, the same year which produced his 
Paraphrase on Job, he commenced his dramatic 
career by the production of the tragedy of Bm- 
siris on the stage of Drury-lane. This was suc- 
ceeded,- in 1721, by The Revenge; and, in nis, 
by The Brothers. Of these tragedies, the first 
exhibits most of the poet; the second, though 
not displaying so much fire and imagination, is 
superior in fable, character, and manners; and 
the third is greatly inferior to both. The Re- 
♦ Letters on English Poetry, p. 108. 



,y Google 



252 BlOCftJkPnCAL Asm CBrnCAL SKKlCBEft 

vtmge still a upp arU its ioterert whb flie poblkr, 
aad may be erteemcd m afandard play. 

The year 1725 pmented ovr author to the 
world ID the character of a Satirist. Under the 
title of the jLoiv ^ FoflMT <Ae (^»t€rMi Pooibit, be 
has eodeaToored to trace, in seven satires, the ef- 
fects of this principle on the homan mind. They 
were finished and collected into one publication 
in 1728, and met with so moch patronage, as to 
obtain for the poet more than three tboosand 
pounds. They are written in a style very diffe- 
rent from the rest of his works ; with an union 
of vivacity and ease indeed, which he has no- 
where else attained. They abound in portrait 
painting, and are replete with wit, pleasantry, 
and point. His ridicule and satire never once 
assume the appearance of rancour or of spleen; 
and it seems evidently to have been his intention 
to shame vice and folly, rather by ludicrous re- 
presentation than by bitter sarcasm or angry re- 
proof. 

The chief faults in the satires of Young appear 
to have arisen from a too great partiality to anti- 
thesis and epigrammatic point: occasionally used^ 
they give weight and terseness to sentiment; 
but, when profusely lavished, offend both the 
judgment and the ear. The poet likewise, in- 
stead of faithfully copying from human life, has 
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too often had recourse to the sources of a fertile 
imagination ; heuce his pictures, though vividly 
and richly coloured, are defective in that truth 
of representation which can alone impart to them 
a due degree of moral influence *. 

Nearly at the period of his completion of the 
iKitires, our author exchanged his profession of 
the law for that of divinity . He had never prac- 
tised the former, and for the latter he had al- 
ways entertained a peculiar partiality. On hit 
assuming the clerical character, a circumstance 
has been related which presents us with a very 
striking idea of his credulity and simplicity. 
** When he had determined to go into orders,** 
relates RufFhead, '^ he addressed himself, like 
an honest man, for the best directions in the 
study of theology. But to whom did he apply ? 
it may, perhaps, be thought, to Sherlock or At- 
terbury ; to Burnet or Hare. No ! to Mr. Pope ; 
who, in a youthful frolic, recommended Thomas 
Aquinas to him. With this treasure he retired, 

* The following simile from the satire on Woman is ad- 
mirably exact and illustrative : 

Pleasures arc few, and fewer we enjoy ; 
Pleasure, like qukk'silver, is bright and coy : 
We strive to grasp it, with our utmost skill ; 
Still it eludes us^ and it glitters still ; 
If seiz'd at last, compute your mighty gains : 
What is it, but rank poison in your veini ? 
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in order to be free from iDtermptioo, to an ob- 
scure place in the suburbs. His director hear- 
ing no more of him in six jnonths, and a|>pre> 
bending he might have carried the jest too iaar, 
sought after him,, and found him out just in time 
to prevent an irretrievable derangement *,** 

In ApriJ, 1 728, our new-made divine was ^> 
fKunted chaplain in ordinary to George the Se- 
cond ; and in the same year published, in quarto, 
A Vindication qf ProvidoKe, and a few moiitks 
uAerymrds, A true Estimaie <if Human L^. This 
last piece, which is in prose, is possessed of very 
considerable merit, and has gone through many 
editions. In 1730 appeared his two epistles to 
Pope " concerning the Authors <^ the Age ;'' 
and in July of the same year he wos presented 
by his college to the rectory of Welwyn in Hert- 
fordshire, valued at three hundred pounds per 
anmim. 

Young now looked around him for a compsi- 
nion for life ; and in May, 1731, married J^ady 
Elizabeth Lee, widow of Colonel Lee, and daugh- 
ter of the Earl of Lichfield. With this amiable 
and accomplished lady, who produced him one 
son, he lived in great domestic felicity for ten 
years. She died in 1741 ; and to the sorrow oc- 
casioned by her decease, and that of her daugh- 
•'^ Ruffhead's life of Pope, 8?o. p. 891, Note. 
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ter by ker former husband, we are probably in* 
^lebted for his immortal poem, entitled Night 
Thot^kts, which was begun after he was turned 
of sixty. 

The daughter of Lady Elizabeth, who had 
\>een married but a year to Mr. Temple, son of 
LiOrd Pialmerston, died of a consumption at Lyons 
in 1736 ; her husband followed her to the grave 
in 1740 ; and these amiable young people hare 
been generally supposed to be the Flulander and 
Narcism of the Night Thoughts. That Young 
accompanied Mrs. Temple to France ; that 

** He" flew, " and" snatch'd her fix)m the rigid north, 
' And bore her nearer to the sun, 

there can be no doubt; nor that the painful cir- 
cumstances which are said to have attended her 
funeral, really occurred. 

It has been clearly proved, however, by Sir 
Herbert Croft, that the report which had so long 
prevailed,of Lorenzo being intended for the poet's 
son, is happily without the smallest foundation, 
and indeed rendered impossible by an appeal to 
dates. The Night Thoughts were completed in 
1744. " Young's child," observes Sir Herbert, 
" was not born till June, 1733. In 1741, this 
Lorenzo, this fini^ed infidel, this father to whose 
education Vice had for some years put the last 
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hand, was only eight years old. An anecdote 
of this crael sort, so c^pen to <xMitradiction, so 
impossible to be tme, who coold propagate? 
Thus easily are blasted the reputations of the liv* 
ing and of the dead */* 

The Ni^ Thau^ku form a poem which is, 
perhaps, more than any other in oar language 
perfectly original. I will, not affirm, however, 
that this originality is of the best kind ; on the 
contrary, the work is, in my opinion, greatly de- 
fective both in design and execution ; it was, in 
fact, the ofispring of disappointment and of 
spleen. Yoang was a man of ardent ambition, 
and was perpetually panting after dignities, emo- 
luments, and power; be spared no flattery in 
eariy life, however extravagant or mean, to ob- 
tain the completion of his wishes; and even 
condescended to &wn upon, and to be pensioned 
by, the infamous Duke of Wharton. He sacri- 
ficed, however, to little purpose ; he viras left in 
the possession of a country parsonage, and the 
failure of his views with regard to promotion, 
together with domestic sorrows, laid the founda- 
tion of his gloomy efiusions. The effect was, 
notwithstanding, temporary; nothing could cure 
Young of his thirst of promotion; at the age of 
seventy-seven, he solicited, though in vain, pre- 

* See Johnson's lives of the Poets, vol. iii« "p. 3^, 
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'ferment from Seeker ; and, when founcore, ac« 
cepted the place of clerk of the closet to the 
Princess Dowager of Wales ! 

The general tenor of the Night Thoughts is so 
clark and querulons, so evidently the result of 
morbid melancholy, that I much question whe- 
ther any person has been benefited by their pe» 
rusal. They appear to me calculated to throw 
an air of dissa^sfaciion on every thing around us; 
to have a strong tendency, in fact, either to 
plunge the mind into a state of pensive inacti* 
Tity, or to excite in it the paroxysms of despair. 

The poetic merit of this poem is, in select pas* 
sages, truly sublime and great; but, as a whole. 
It is more remarkable . for false wit, for turgid 
metaphor, and inflated language. The versifi* 
cation is, with few exceptions, totally devoid of 
that variety of pause, that richness and conti- 
nuity of melody, which give to blank veise its 
characteristic charms, its depth, its energy and 
force. For pages together, there is frequently 
more monotony in the construction of the lities 
of Young, than in any specimens of the rhymed 
couplet. Yet his verses are, it cannot be denied, 
for the most part, sparkling and sententious, but 
at the same time insufferably loaded with anti- 
thesis and/point. The first three books are infi- 
nitely superior to the rest ; and the third, espe* 

VOL. III. s 
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cially, exhibits sereral Tery impresave instmceS 
of YoQDg's pathetic powers. 

About the close of the year 1754, our author 
published a prose work of much Taloe, under the 
tith of The Cctt$aurnoifiibmUmi,m Six Letters to a 
Friend an the Lffis im v^fftte; and in 1759 he 
printed, when near eighty, a very spirited Vkd 
entertaining letter in prose on Original Compon* 
iion, and which he addresied to the celebrated 
author of Cbrissa, to whom he promises, in a 
postscript, that his next shall show how far Ad* 
dison is an original ; a promise which, we hav« 
reason to regrel^ was never fulfiUed. 

The last wprk of our aged divine was a poem 
called Resignation, published in 1762. It was 
treated with unmerited harshness by the critics^ 
who represented it as the ofi^ring of second 
childhood. Johnson was, I believe, the first 
who combated the censure, by very justly affirm- 
ing, that *' there is Young in every stanza, such 
as he often wasin the highest vigour *.'' 

The poet of the Night Thoo^ts wrote a va» 
riety of pieces, both in prose and verse, beside 
^ose which we have already mentioned. He 
was at one time extremely partial to Lyric poe- 
try, and published several elaborate odes, under 
the titles of The Ocean, The Sea-Fiece, Imperium 
* LiTCS of the Poeto, vol. iii. p. 344. 
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Pelagi, &c. &c. which he fondly hoped would 
have secured him no inconsiderable portion of 
Pindaric fame. Like many of his predecessors 
and contemporaries, he has miserably failed in 
the attempt ; but it should not be forgotten, that, 
when some yean afterwards he collected his 
productions into ibur volumes, and designated 
them as Tke Works <tf the Author ^f the Night 
Thoughts, he had the judgment to discard several 
of these abortive efforts, many adulatory copies 
of verses, and nearly all his dedications. 

Dr. Young expired in his rectory at Welwyn, 
in April 1765, having attained the age of eighty- 
four. 

The only blemishes in the life and morals of 
Dr. Young were, a too great eagerness for dis- 
tinction and preferment, and a lavish and indis- 
criminate flattery of those whose rank, influence, 
or property, might b^ rendered subservient to 
his views. That he was himself conscious of 
these delects in his character, we possess a most 
remarkable proof. In the year 1727 he published, 
on the accession of the late King, his Ocean, 
. an Ode. Concluding with a Wish. Of this Wish, 
which occupies thirteen stanzas, the following 
lines form a portion : 

O may I steal 

Along the vale 

82 
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Of faamble life, tecme from foes! 

My firteod sincere. 

My judgment clear. 
And gentle business my repose ! 

Prr^hetic schemes. 

And golden dreams. 
May I, onsangoine, cast away ! 

Have what I have. 

And live, not leave, 
lEnamoiir>d of the present day ! 

My hours my own ! 

My faults unknown ! 
My chief revenue in content ! 

Then leave one beam 

Of honest fame! 
And scorn the labourM monument f 

The glaring disparity between these lines and 
his own conduct, struck Young with so much 
force, that, when he re-published the Ode, he 
entirely omitted the stanzas which contain the 
wish ; it is a wish indeed^ as Sir Herbert Crofl 
has observed, *' which few would have suspected 
Young, of forming ; and of which few, after hav- 
ing formed it, would confess something like their 
shame by suppression/' 

With these exceptions, the life of Young is an 
jexemplary instance of piety and virtue. His 
manners and conversation were likewise eip- 
tremely pleasing; and, though an unbroken gloom 
pervade the Night Thoughts, their poet was re- 
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snarkable for cheerfulness. He loyed to promote 
innocent recreation^ and was, it is recorded in 
his own parish, the institutor of an assembly, and 
a bowling-green. His poetry, though too often 
ivild, irregular, and abrupt, and exhibiting no 
great proofs of taste, will, however, long bear 
testimony to the strength and brilliancy of hia 
genius. 

That Dr. Young was a contributor to the 
Guardian, during his residence at Oxford, has 
been the genel*al opinion; but the annotators 
have found few data for the ascription of any par* 
ticular paper to his pen. They have pitched, 
however, upon N** 86, as most probably of his 
composition; and the grounds for their choice 
appear not to haye been lightly assumed. It is 
written from Oxford ; it has much of the style 
of Young; and it is employed on a subject which 
at that time actually engaged his attention, and 
which, in a few years afterwards, he brought 
before the bar of the public^ a finished form. 
He has in this essay instituted a comparison be-> 
tween the author of Job and the ancient classical 
poets, with regard to superiority in the descrip- 
tion of the war-horse ; a parallelism very likely 
to occur to a scholar engaged in paraphrasing 
the Hebrew bard. After quoting the beautiful, 
but well known passages, relative to this noble 
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animal^ from Horner^ Virgil, Lucaiij Silius Itaii- 
cus, Oppian, and Nemesiao, he contrasts them 
minutely with the picture in the sacred writer, 
and giyes a decided preference to the latter. In 
this decision we cannot absolutely acquiesce ; we 
are willing to acknowledge, that in snhlimity 
and grandeur the Hebrew poet is superior ; but 
as a zoologist he is not sufficiently characteristic 
and picturesque; his descriptions, in short, are 
not, in general, such as a painter could copy 
from. An elegant living critic has placed the 
subject in a very different light frcmi that in 
which Dr. Young seems to have viewed it, and 
in one which strikes me as more accordant with 
the truth. 

" The genkis of the western poets,*' he re- 
marks, *' bold, ardent, and precipitate, was pe- 
culiarly averse to precision and accuracy. Hur- 
ried away by the w^rm emotions arising from 
an idea forcibly impressed upon their minds, 
they often seem entirely to lose sight of the train 
of thought which the proposed subject would 
seem naturally to suggest*. Hence their de- 
scriptions, however animated and striking in cer- 
tain points, are seldom full and distinct enough 
to form accurate representations. I will venture 

* See the Bishop of Oxford's truly classical and inge- 
nious Prelectiom on Sacred Poetry, 
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to cite those highly celebrated zoological paint- 
ings in the book of Job, in confirmation of this 
remark. In all of these it is found, that some 
one property of the animal, which it indeed pos- 
sesses in an eminent degree, but not exclusively, 
gives the leading tone to the description, and 
occupies the whole attention of the poet, to the 
neglect of every minuter, though perhaps more 
discriminating, circumstance. Thus, the sole 
quality of the horse which is dwelt upon, is his 
courage in war. This, indeed, is pictured with 
great force and sublimity, but by images, many 
of which are equally applicable to any other war- 
like creature. Even the noble expression of 
' his neck being clothed with thunder,' is not so 
finely descriptive, because it is less impropriated 
than the * luxuriat toris animosum pectus' of Vir- 
gil; and, for the same reason, I can scarcely 
agree with Mr. Warton in preferring the pas- 
sage, * He swdloweth the ground with fierce- 
ness and rage, neither believeth he that it is the 
sound of the trumpet,' to the lines 

Stare loco nescit ; micat auribus, et tremit artus ; 
Colledumque premens volvit sub naribus ignem. 

" The indistinctness of most of the other descrip- 
tions in this book may be inferred from the very 
different opinions entertained by critics concern- 
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ing the animals which the writer intended*^ 
Thus, the bthemoth is by some supposed to be 
the elephant, by others the hippopotamus. The 
rtem, absurdly in our version rendered the uni* 
com, is variously interpreted the rhinoceros, 
urns, orjrx, and bison. What is more extraor- 
dinary, the leviathan, to which a whole chapter 
is appropriated, has, with almost equal plausibi- 
lity, been maintained to be the whale and the 
crocodile— a fish, and an amphibious quadruped. 
It may, indeed, %e alledged, that the design of 
the poet in this place, which was to inculcate 
sublime ideas of the Divine Power and Msgesty 
from considerations of the grandeur of his works, 
and sentiments of humiliation from the compari« 
don of human strength and courage to those of 
other creatures, did not require, or even admit 
of, minuteness in zoological description. Still, 
however, such want of precision in the great out- 
lines of his figures, must be imputed to the preva* 
lence of a characteristic manner, rather than ta 
the decision of the judgment ***' 

13. Ambrose Philips, descended from a fa- 
mily of some antiquHy in Leicestershire, was, 
after the usual grammatical education, seat to 

*l^ Aikin's Essay on the Application of Natural History 
to Poetry, 8?o. 1777, p. \\,€t seq. 
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St. John's College in Cambridge. He early be- 
came a student and a writer of English poetry^ 
and, previous to the year 1708, had published 
one of his most celebrated works, his six pasto- 
rals. These^ notwithstanding the irony of Pope, 
of which we have related the consequences in a 
preceding part of this volume^ are much beyond 
mediocrity. They are inferior^ it is true> in 
point of versification^ to the pastorals of his rival ; 
but it will not now^ I think, be denied, that, in 
the delineation of rural scenery and manners, he 
is beyond comparison more original and faithful 
than the jealous bard of Twickenham. 

Philips, soon after the composition of his pas*, 
torals, left the University for Loudon ; and, fre- 
quenting Button's Coffee-house, which was then 
resorted to by the most eminent literary charac- 
ters, he became acquainted with Steele and Ad- 
dison, and having embraced with ardour their 
political principles, a close intimacy was the 
result. 

In 1709, he published, in NM2 of the Tatler, 
a ''Poetical Letter from Copenhagen,'' addressed 
to the Duke of Dorset. It is a winter-piece, 
finished in a style of great accuracy and beauty, 
and is, perhaps, the best of all our author's per- 
formances ; even Pope, who was acQustomed to 
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ridicule without mercy the poetry of Philips, 
condescends to praise this production. 

The pecuniary circumstances of Philips were 
prohably at this period very limited ; as he re-^ 
fused not to trandate for Tonson the *' Persian 
Tales'' from the French, at a price so low, that 
he was afterwards unwilling to be reminded of 
the transaction. He attempted, likewise, to at* 
tract the attention of the public to his political 
epinions, by publishing the •' Life of Archbi* 
^op Williams ;'' a plan which, I believe, nearly, 
if not altogether, failed. He neglected no means, 
indeed, to improve his situation ; and we find him 
about this time soliciting Swift ixi procure him a 
place under government. ** Tliis evening,'* says 
the Dean, in his Journal to Stella, dated June 
the 30th, 1711, '' I have had a letter frcmi Mr* 
Philips, the pastoral poet, to get him a certain 
employment from lord treasurer. I have now 
had almost all the whig-poets my solicitors ; and 
I have been useful to Congreve, Steele, and Har- 
rison : but 1 will do nothing for Philips ; I find 
he is more a puppy than ever ; so do not solicit 
for him*." 

The production which principally contributed 
towards making Philips known and popular^ 
* Swift»s Works, vol. xr. p. 80. 
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was his tragedy of The IHttrest Mother, in a great 
measure a mere translation from the ** Asidio« 
nmqne^' of Racine^ but which was well received 
upon the stage^ where it still continues to be oc- 
casien^ly acted. Great pains, indeed^ were 
taken to render it a favourite with the town; 
Steele read and lavishly praised it^ before it wag 
acted> in N^ 290 of the Spectator ; Addison re* 
lates the pleasure which Sir Roger de Coverley 
recdved from its representation in N** 335 of the 
same work ; and its publication is announced, with 
remarks on the epilogue, the supposed compo- 
sition of Budgell, in N"" 338, to which Budgell 
replied in N'' S41. By these means the atten- 
tion of the public was still further fixed upon the 
piece, and Philips was enrolled among the wits 
and literati of the day. The success which had 
accompanied his first dramatic essay, though it 
led our author to cultivate this species of poetry, 
did not stimulate him into any hasty efibrt to rei- 
terate the popular applause ; nine years elapsed 
before he again ventured on the stage ; he then, 
however, produced two*tragedies, entitled The 
Briton, and Humphrey Duke of Gloucester; which, 
though possessing much more originality than 
his first drama, were barely endured at the time 
when they were brought forward, and are now 
neglected or forgotten. 
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The aeal which Philips had eTer shewD m 
lapportiDg the whig interest, induced him io 
consider the accessiou of the House of Hanover 
as an event which might probably establish his 
fortune. In this calculation^ he had soon reason 
to find that be had been too sanguine ; for^ though 
not entirely overlooked^ his portion of court ia* 
vour was certainly not ample. He was made a 
justice of the peace^ and^ in ]7]7> a commis- 
sioner of the lottery, situations of no great dig^ 
nity or profit. 

The disappointment of his hopes^ however, 
occasioned no relaxation in his literary industry; 
for in the year 1718 he commenced a periodical 
paper, under the title of The Freethinker, a work 
which not only acquired him considerable repu^ 
tation, but was the mean of procuring him a 
permanent independence. One of his coadju- 
tors was Dr. Boulter, then the humble minister 
of a parish in Southwark, but afterwards bishop, 
of Bristol, and archbishop of Armagh. This 
learned and amiable prelate forgot not, when 
elevated to the highest station in the church, bi& 
former associate; on his departure for Ireland 
he took Philips with him; on his arrival ap- 
pointed him his secretary, and afterwards pro* 
cured him a seat in the Irish House of Commons.. 
These steps led to still greater honours and emo* 
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laments; he was nominated, in 1726, secretary 
-td the lord chancellor ; and, in 1733, was cre- 
ated a judge of the prerogative court. 

In the possession of these lucrative places, he 
remained in Ireland until the year 1748 ; when, 
fnll of years, and wishing to spend the residue of 
life in his native country, he purchased an an« 
nuity of 400/. and re-visited London. Here, 
shortly after his arrival, he published a complete 
edition of his poems, which he dedicated to the 
'Duke of Newcastle ; and he now fondly hoped* 
•free from incumbrance and from care, to enjoy, 
ibr some time, the repose of a healthy old age. 
'He soon added another instance, however, to the 
multitudes which are daily occurring, of the no- 
thingness of all sublunary schemes; he had 
scarcely been a twelvemonth in England, when 
he was seized with a paralytic affection, and ex- 
pired on June the 18th, 1749, in the seventy- 
eighth year of his age. 

Of the habits, manners, and moral character of 
Philips little is known ; he is reported, however, 
to have been a man of integrity, but rather lu- 
dicrously solemn and pompous in his person and 
conversation . Of h is literary merit nothing great 
can be said. As a poet he seldom deviates from 
the path of mediocrity ; and, unfortunately far 
his poetical fame, his quarrel with Pope exposed 
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him to a depreciation in that department beyond 
what justice would require. Swift joined in the 
ridicule^ and they fixed upon the luckfoss poet, 
in allusion to his numerous verses in shwt lines^ 
the nickname of Natnhy Pamby. The Doctor, ia 
his character of Drapier, exclaims. 

And who by the Drapier would not rather damn'd be. 
Than demigoddized by madrigal Namby *, 

The Dean of St. Patrick neither relished the 
flights of Young, nor the humble efforts of Phi- 
lips. No two poets, indeed, could be more op- 
posed; for while the one was too frequent^ 
soaring into the regions of bombast, the other 
was generally crawling contented in the valley. 
Swift has not overlooked the contrast ; but, with 
his usual severity of wit, thus delineates these 
contemporary bards : 

Behold those monarch oaks, that rise 

With lofty branches to the skies. 

Have large proportioned roots that grow 

With equal longitude below : 

Two bards, that now in fashion reigQ, 

Most aptly this device explain : 

If this to clouds and stars will venture. 

That creeps as far to reach the centre ; 

Or, more to show, the thing I mean. 

Have you not o'er a sawpit seen 

* Swift's Works, rol. xviii. p. 453. 
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A «]dlPd mechanic, that has stood 
High on a length of prostrate wood. 
Who hired a subterraneoos friend 
To take his iron by the end ; 
But which excelPd was never found. 
The man above, or under ground. 

The moral is so plain to hit. 
That, had I been the god of wit. 
Then in a sawpit and wet weather. 
Should Young and PhUipt drudge together ^. 

Some of the most pleasing of the poetical com- 
positions of Philips are his Songs and Transla- 
tions from Sappho. The latter first appeared in 
the Spectator^ with some introductory observa- 
tions by Addison; the Hymn to Venus, in N* 
223 ; the Fragment commencing. Blest as the im* 
mortal Gods is he, in N® 229. They are both 
admirably transfused, the fragment especially, 
which, as Addison remarks, " is written in the 
very spirit of Sappho." It is, indeed, the most 
beautiful specimen that we possess of the pas- 
sionate song, and seems to have flowed from a 
heatt exquisitely alive to the finest emotions of 
love and tenderness. All antiquity agrees in at- 
tributing to the muse of Sappho an influence 

* Swift's Works, vd. xTiii« p. 453. This is to be under- 
stood, remarks the editor of Swift, as a censure only of the 
poetical character of these gentlemen. As men the Dean 
esteemed them both, and on Philips in particular con- 
ferred many signal acts of friendship* 
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the most striking over the feelings; and we may^ 
perhaps^ without an hyperbole, affirm, that 

When Sappho ton^d the raptur'd straio. 
The list'niDg wretch forgot his pain ; 
For while she struck the qmv*ring wire 
The eager breast was all on fire ; 
And when she join'd the vocal lay 
The captive soul was charm'd away. 

SMOLLEf. 

When the translator of this delicious bat mu- 
tilated ode of Sappho undertook to compose afl 
essay upon Song-writing, it was not to be sap- 
posed that he would entirely overlook the empiU' 
sioncd song, of which this fragment is so perfect 
a model, and confine himself entirely to that spe- 
cies which chiefly turns upon smart and artifi- 
cial sallies of thought, and may be discriminated 
by the epithet witty. This is the case, however, 
in the only number which he has contributed to 
the Guardian, N** 16; where, neglecting the pas- 
toral and sentimental song, he has employed him- 
self solely in delineating and giving rules for 
what may be aptly denominated the epigram- 
matic song. '* Although many of our most ce- 
lebrated poets,*' observes Dr. Aikin, ''have ex- 
ercised their talents in composing these little 
pieces, (songs] and their pleasing effect is uni- 
versally known and acknowledged, yet have w^ 
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l^t one professed criticism on their composi* 
Aion ; and thi^ though elegant and ingenious^ it 
l>oth too short and too superficial 1;o give preci* 
«ion and accuracy to our ideas on this subject. 
Jt is contained in a paper of the Guardian^ writ- 
ten by Mr. Philips V 

The essay of Philips, indeed, is so far superfi- 
•cial^as it neglects to notice two principal branches 
of the subject th^t he has written upon ; but of 
jthe genus to which he has confined himself, no- 
thing can be more elegant and correct than the 
following description : 

*' These little compositions/' he remarks, " de- 
mand great regularity, and the utmost nicety; 
an exact purity of style, with the most easy and 
blowing numbers; an elegant and unaffected 
^turn of wit, with one uniform and simple design* 
<3rreater works cannot well be without some ine- 
qualities and oversights, and they are in then(i 
pardonable ; but a song loses all its lustre, if it 
be not polished with the greatest accuracy. The 
smallest blemish in it, like a flaw in a jewel, takes 
ofiP the whole value of it. A song is, as it were, 
a little image in enamel, that requires all the 
nice touches of the pencil, a gloss and a smooth- 
ness, with those delicate finishing strokes, which 
- * Aifcia's Essays on Song-writing, p. 9, ^ edit 1774. 

VOL. III. T 
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would be superfluoos and thrown away upon 
larger igures, where the strength and boldness 
of a masterly^ hand gives all the grace.'' 

The author has given us two songs in the same 
paper^ as illustrative of this ingenious piece of 
criticism, and they have much of the brilliancy 
and point upon which he. insists. He is likewise 
believed to be the translator of a Lapland love- 
song, inserted in N*^ 366 of the Spectator, and 
which, in point of versification, is entitled to the 
praise of ease and sweetness. 

14. William Wotton, the son of the Rev. 
Henry Wotton, rector of Wrentham in Suffolk^ 
was born in that parish on the ISth of August, 
1 666* Discovering, at a very early age, an extra- 
'Ordinary fecitity in the acquisition of languages, 
his fiither, who was an excellent scholar, took 
great pleasure in cultivating his talents. The 
result was, that when five years old he viras, not 
without reason, esteemed a literary prodigy. He 
was not cjnly better acquainted with his vernacu- 
lar tongue than boys of double his years, but he 
had also made a considerable progress in Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew; and used to amuse himself 
by translating portions of the scriptures out of 
these languages into English. It was to the pro* 



,y Google 



BIOGBAPHICAL AND CRITICAL 8KSTCHS8. 275 

digious Strength of his memory, and which foiled 
him not when advanced in life, that be was in- 
debted for these singular acquirements. 

Such precocity of talent soon led to distin- 
guished notice. Before he had numbered, ten 
years, he was admitted of Catharine Hall, Cam- 
bridge ; the master of which. Dr. John Eachard, 
paid him, on his admission, the following remark- 
able compliment, which, whatever may have 
been his abilities, must, considering his age, be 
deemed highly hyperbolical : Gulielmus Wottamu, 
iirfra decern afmos, nee Hammondo nee Groiio seam-' 
dus. At College he continued to enlarge his 
stock of literature with a rapidity equal to the 
promise of his infancy; and at twelve years of age 
had added the Arabic, Syriac, and Chaldee lan- 
guages to his former acquisitions. 

In 1679, and in his thirteenth year, h^ took 
bis degree of Bachelor of Arts; in 1681, through 
the interest of Dr. Turner, afterwards Bishop of 
Ely, he was appointed to a fellowship in St. 
John's College^ and in 1691 he became Bachelor 
of Divinity. The same year he was presented 
by Lloyd, Bishop of St. Asaph, to the sinecure of 
Llandrilk) in Denbighshire; and having been 
shortly afterwards created chaplain to the Earl 
of Nottingham, he was preferred by th^t noble- 
man, 1693, to the rectory of Middieton Keynes in 
t2 
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Buckinghamshire. To these hoDours and emolu^ 
ments we haye to add, that in 1705 he was made 
a prebendary of the church of Salisbury by 
Bishop Burnet; and in 1707 he had the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity conferred upon him by 
Archbishop Tenison. 

Such were the dignities and preferments of 
our divine in the established church ; but, though 
amp]e> they were not sufficient, from a want of 
economy, to shield him from the distresses of 
penury. 

Of his literary character he supported the re- 
putation which he had so early acquired by a 
variety of learned publitations. Of these, one of 
the best known and most remarkable is his Re^ 
JkctUms i/pon Ancient and Modem Learning, first 
published in \69^, and intended as a refutation 
if Sir William Temple's celebrated essay on the 
same subject To the second edition of his book, 
which appeared in 1697,Wotton annexed, by 
way of appendix, the elaborate Dissertations 
wpon Phalatis by Bentley, a proceeding which 
not only involved him in the far-lamed dispute 
with Boyle, but exposed him to the irony and 
sarcastic ridicule of Swift; who, in his *'Tale of 
a Tub," and in his " Battle of the Books,*' has 
omitted no opportimity of placing our author in 
a ludicrous light. Wotton endeavoured to reply 



,y Google 



HlOGtAPmCAL ilNO CHITICAL SUTCBBt. STT 

and recriminate by a Drfemx qfihe RtftecHom, and 
by Observations upm the TdU qf a Tub; bat in 
vain; for the satire is preserved and the answem 
are forgotten. The '* Reflections" of Wotton^ 
which were written in his twenty-ninth year^ 
dbplay much literature and research^ and are, at 
the same time> free from all traces of asperity or 
ostentation. 

Our author's next publication of any great im- 
portance was. The History qfBomefrom the death 
€^ Antoninus Pius to the death qfSeverus Alexander, 
6vo. 1701 • This ptoducUon, which was com* 
menced at the request of Bishop Burnet, and in-> 
tended by his lordship for the use of hia pupil^ 
the Duke of Gloucester, i& a species of medallic 
history ; and several use&l tables of medals are 
prefixed to the work. M. Leibnitz, it is said, 
entertained so high an opinion of this book, that 
he strongly recommended it to the late King, 
when electoral prince of Hanover ; '* and it was/' 
says a writer in the General Biographical Diict 
tionary, the first piece of Roman tVstory which 
he read in our language*^'' 

The pecuniary diQiculties under which, from 

the consequences of his own imprudence, pur 

author now laboured, induced him in the year 

V7 1 4. to retire into Souih Wales, where he prose-t 

^ Vol. i^i. p. 594, edition oC 1784^ 
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eutcd his atodies with unabated yigoar. He wrottf 
Memoirs of the Churches of St David's and 
Laodaff; and in 1718 published a valuable work 
in 2 vols. 8VO. under the title of Miscellaneous 
Discourses, relating to the Traditions and Usagei 
qf the Scribes and Pharisees, which had the ho^ 
nour of being praised and recommended by the 
celebrated Le Clerc *. 

Dr. Wotton now applied himself with his usual 
success and asnduity to the study of the Welch 
language and antiquities; and, in 1722, he had 
acquired so complete a knowledge of this ancient 
tongue, that he ventured to preach a sermon in 
it before the British Society. The year follow- 
ing he gave to the public, in the Bibliotheca Li- 
ieraria, a description of the '' Caernarvon Re- 
cord,'^ whilst at the same time he was diligently 
empk^ed upon a translation of the Welch Laws, 
a work of immense labour and erudition, but 
which did nbt appear until four years after his 
4eath. It was printed correctly from his manu« 
scripts in 1750, and entitled Leges WalHca Eccle- 
siastica et Civiles Hoeli Boni, et aliorum Walliit 
principum, qitas ex variii Codicibus Mamiscriptis 
wruit, interprettuiom Latina, notis, ^ glossario illus^ 
travit Gulielmus Wottonus, folio. 

Afler a life principally occupied by literary 
^ See Bibliotheq. Ailcieone & Modeme, t(MSu xiy. p. 212, 
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pursuits. Dr. Wotton died on the 19th oF Febm* 
ary, 1726, leaving behind ^him, perhaps, no eoia^ 
petitor with regard to strength of memory, and 
Tariety of acquisition as a linguist. His early 
attainment of literature was almost unparalleled; 
nor did he confine himself, as is too often the 
case with those who possess an uncommon faci^ 
lity in acquiring languages, to mere philological 
pursuits; but was likewise highly esteemed for 
his skill in logic and geography, chronology, and 
niathematics. Beside the pieces which we have 
enumerated, he wrote various treatises, essays, 
and sermons, several of which were published 
after his decease. 

Dr. Wotton was the author of N^'dS in ne 
OuardiaH, which consists of two letters ; the first 
a translation from Xenophon, descriptive of the 
£urewell address of Cyrus to his friends ; a passage 
remarkable for the strong avowal of a belief in 
die immortality of the soul, and which reflects im^ 
perishable honour on the virtue and good sense 
of the historian ; the second, a comparison be- 
tween the Pharisees and the Sadducees, in which 
lie has attempted to prove, that the latter, who 
were a species of atheists or free-thinkers, virere 
the greater enemies to Christianity; and that 
there is not, in the whole apostolic record, an 
instance of one of this sect acknowledging the 
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mifltioa or the mindes of oar Saviour. Thij 
paper, io both its parts, is written in a style of 
great per^icoity. 

15. Lawrence Eusden, the son of Dr. Eosden, 
rector of Spalsworth in Yorkshire, was, after the 
usual grammatical education^ sent to IVinity CoU 
lege, Cambridge, and, entering into orders, was 
appointed Chaplain to Richard Lord Willonghbj 
De Broke. 

He was considered, during his residence at the 
university, as a young man of promising abiii- 
ties ; his classical attainments were very respect- 
able, and \^e is said to have particularly excelled 
in Latin versification, of which his translation of 
Lord Halifax's poem, on the Battle qf the Bqyne, 
is no mean proof. His lordship, pleased vrith 
the compliment, professed himself his patron, 
and our author became known to the literary 
world. 

It was now the endeavour of Eusden to show 
that he was worthy of the notice which he had 
received; he, therefore, neglected no opportu* 
nity of displaying what talents he possessed. He 
exercised his pen both in the Spectator and Guar* 
dian ; wrote a copy of encomiastic verses on ih9 
Cato of Addison ; and, when the Duke of New* 
castle married Lady Henrietta Godolphin, pro* 
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duced an Epithalamium on the occasioa, Th» 
congratulatory poem did not go unrewarded ; his 
Grace felt so highly gratified by the adulation of 
its author^ that, being Lord Chamberlain at the 
period of Rowers decease in 1718, he eleyated 
Eusden to- the honours of the Laureatship. 

It was an unfortunate circumstance for our 
poet that he succeeded, in this office, a man of 
such acknowledged genius as rowe. The con- 
trast between the author of The Fair PemterU 
and poor Eusden was too apparent, and he be- 
came the butt and ridicule of the town. Old- 
mixon, in a strain of ill-natured irony, observes, 
*' the putting the laurel on the head of one 
who writ such verses, will give futurity a very 
lively idea of the judgment and justice of those 
who bestowed it *." Cooke, in his '* Battle of 
the Poets,*' declared, that 

Ettsden, a laurel'd Bard, by fortune rais'd, 
By very few was read, by fewer prais'd. 

The Duke of Buckingham thus introduced him 
in his Session of the Poets : 

In rnshM Etuden, and cry'd. Who shall hare it. 
But I, the true Laureate, to whom the King gave it? 
Apollo begg'd pardon, and granted his claim. 
But Tow*d that till then he ne'er heard of his name. 

* Arts of Logic and Rhetoric. 
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And, lastly. Pope rendered the ridicule still mor^ 
familiar and permanent, by affirming of the God* 
dess of Dulness, that 

She saw old Pr3m in restless Daniel shine. 
And Euiim eke out BUekmon^t emOeu line*. 

It is not known what could have induced the 
irritable bard of Twickenham to enroll our hap- 
less Laureat among the Dunces. He had never 
abused or offended him; and his talents, though 
not brilliant, were certainly above contempt. It 
would appear, however, that the title he was de- 
corated with, was considered by the wits as law- 
ful game, especially if it were not supported by 
the efforts of genius. That our author's imme- 
diate successor, a man certainly of wit and hu- 
mour, if no great poet, experienced similar treat- 
ment, the following epigram will abundantly 
prove : 

In metry Old England it once was a rale. 
The King had his poet and also his ibol : 
Bat now we're so fh^al, Pd have yon to know it. 
That Gibber can serve both for fool and for poet» 

There is much reason to suppose, that the la- 
dicrous ideas, so generally associated with this 
poetical dignity, arose from Shadwell's promo- 
tion to the Laurel on the dethronement of Dry-^ 

•^ Duaciad, hook i. Hnes 103 and 104. 
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deu at the revolution. Shadwell was a man of 
worth and integrity, but of no poetical ability; 
and Dryden, full of resentment at the indignity 
which he had suffered, took an unjustifiable plea- 
sure in rendering his successor an object of deri- 
sion. His efforts were but too successful; nor 
was Tate, the next possessor of the office, in any 
respect calculated to retrieve the honours due to 
his situation. Rowe indeed for a time conferred 
respectability on the Laureatship; but Eusden, 
Cibberi and Whitehead, who successively wore 
the bays, were little more than nominally poets. 
It should be recollected, however, that the majo- 
rity of those who have filled this Parnassian 
throne, from the commencement of the seven- 
teenth century to the present period, has con- 
usted of men of great and acknowledged poetic 
powers. This will immediately appear from the 
series, if we assist the eye by a distinction in the 
type. Jonson, Davenant, Dryden, Shadwell, Tate, 
Rowe, Eusden, Gibber, Whitehead, JVarton, and 
Pye- 

- Of Eusden little further is known, than that 
he continued to perform his official duty fbr 
about twelve years ; and that, during the above 
period, he translated, but never published, the 
Jerusalemme Liberata of Tasso. Toward the close 
of his life he became addicted to the pernicious 
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habit of intoxication ; his health and mental fi^' 
cnlties were soon irretrieyably injured by the 
practice; and he expired on the 27 ih of Sep tern* 
ber, 1730, in bis rectory at Conningsby, in Lin- 
colnshire^ 

That seyeral compositions by our anthor were 
admitted into the Spectator, is clear from the ac-< 
knowledgment of Steele in N^ 5B5, which closes 
the seventh volume. Only two letters, however^ 
have been hitherto pointed out by the annota-' 
tors ; one in N° 54, descriptive of the University 
Loungers, and one in N® 87 on liiMs; not mach 
importance can be attached to either of them-^ 
and it is, therefore, probable, that by far the 
greater part of the Laureat's contributions to 
this paper remains unknown. 

In the Guardian three communications are at* 
tributed to him; the first is a letter in N° 124> 
under the title of More Roarings qfthe Uon, and 
which possesses a considerable portion of Addi** 
sonian hqmour; the second consists of a version 
of T%e Court of Venus, from Claudian, in N** 127 ; 
and the third occupies N"* 164, which contains 
likewise a translation from the same poet of 7^ 
^teech qf Pluto to Proserpine, 

Though the whole of N" 164 has been ascribed 

* A few poems by Ensden may be (bond in NiiM^ 
Select CoUtcthn* 



,y Google 



BTDGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SKBTCBRS. 285 

ic Mr. Eusden, it would seem, from the nature of 
the prefatory matter, which terminates with a 
high compliment to the translator, that it must 
have been the production of another hand. Were 
We to acquiesce in the common attribution, the 
modesty of Mr. Eusden would appear indeed to 
be ^f a very peculiar kind. The versions of 
Olaudian are tolerably faithful ; the diction is 
occasionally happy> aikl the versification \8, in 
general, correc^ 

1«. Henry Martvn. Of this gentleman the 
only account extant is in Ward's Lives of the 
Professors oftxtesham College. He was, accord- 
ing to his biogi^pher, the eldest son ** of Edward 
Martyn of Upham, in the parish of Albom, in 
Wiltshire, Esq. and Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. 
William Eyre, master of arts of Magdalen-hall 
in Oxford, and sometime minister of St. Edmund's 
church in Salisbury; but silenced, in 1662, for . 
nonconformity. He afterwards retired to Milk- 
sham, in Wilts, where he had purchased RU e^te, 
and died there in the month of January, 1669. — 
Mr. Martyn had by his wife four sons, Henry, 
Edward, (afterwards Professor of Rhetoric in 
Gresham College) Richard, and William ; as also 
two daughters, whose names were Mary and 
Elizabeth. 
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'' Hany was bred to the bar, aod was both an 
excellent scholar and an able lawyer ; bat his in- 
firm state of health woald not permit him to at- 
tend the courts. He was the author of many oi 
those iugenions papers which in the years 1711 
and 1712 were published weekly in the sfecta- 
TOKy and by their agreeable mixture of the Miile 
duici afibrded no less instruction than entertain- 
ment to the public. And the high opinion 
which the editor, Mr. Steele, aQerwards Sir Ri* 
chard, had of his abilities, is evident, from the 
particular compliment he pays him among his 
other correspondents, when he gives us - their 
names. ' The first,' says he, ' I am going to 
name can hardly be mentioned in a list, wherein 
he would not deserve the precedence * ;' and 
then he begins with Mr. Henry Martyn. In 
1713, when the greatest endeavours were used 
to get the treaty of commerce, which had been 
made with France at the peace of Utreqht, rati- 
fied by parliament, he was principally concerned 
in writing the paper against it, called the British 
Merchant, or Commerce Preserved; in answer to 
the Mercator, or Commerce Retrieved, published in 
its favour by Daniel De Foe. As the rejecting 
that treaty, so destructive to the British trade, 
was very much owing to the success of this paper^ 
* Spectator, vcd. vii. M«555. 
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nothing could have heen of greater service to 
the nation at that time. And the singular merit 
of the author was afterwards taken notice of^ and 
rewarded by the government^ in making him 
inspector general of the exports and imports of 
the customs*. He died at Blackheatb^ March^ 
the 25th> 1721, and left one son, named Bendal, 
who is now (1740) a fellow of King's College in 
Cambridge, and secretary to the commissioners 
of the excise f .** 

Steele appears to have entertained a very sin- 
cere esteem for Mr. Marty n; and he has sketched 
the outlines of his character, which was peculi- 
arly amiable, under the appellation of Cottilus, 
in N° 143 of the Spectator J. " Poor Cottilus,*' 
«ays he, '* among so many real evils, a chroni- 
cal distemper and a narrow fortune, is never 
heard to complain. That equal spirit of his, 
which any man may have, that, like him, will 
conquer pride, vanity, and affectation, and fol- 
low nature, is not to be broken, because it has 
no points to contend for. To be anxious for no- 

* See the Prefoce to the Br^uh Merchtnt, published in 
3 voln. 1721, octavo. 

t Ward's Lives, page 332 and 333, folio, 1740. London. 

X The annotators conjecture, that Mr. Henry Martyn 
had a little habitation called his cot at Blackheath, and 
that this circumstance suggested the mane. 
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thing but what saftare deanads as neccMary, if 
it is not the way to an estate, b the way to what 
flieo aim at hy getting an estate. Hiis temper 
will preserre health in the body as well as tran- 
quillity in the mind. Cottilos sees the world in 
a harry« with the same scorn that a sober person 
sees a man drank.'' 

It is probable, from the assertion of Ward, and 
from the intimacy which subsisted between Sir 
Richard Steele and Mr. Martyn, that the latter 
was the author of many papers in the Spectator. 
Of these, howerer, only one, N** 1 80, has hitherto 
been ascribed to him on certain grounds. This 
is occupied by some ingenious and conTincing 
calculations, which are intended to prove the 
Tanity and destractive tendency of all conquests, 
and especially of those which were achieved by 
the arms of Louis the XIV th of France. As N* 
900 is on a subject very similar, and has a refer- 
ence to N^ 180, the annotators think themselves 
warranted in attributing it to the same writer ; 
an ascription which is supported by the circum- 
stance of Mr. Marty n being celebrated for his 
skill in political arithmetic*. > 

17. Fuller, Mr. This gentleman was a con- 
tributor to the Taller at the early age of sixteeiu 
^ Vide SpectMtaft, tdL Ui* p. 177, Note. 
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)le is^ on the authority of Steele himself^ the au« 
thor of N" 205, on Gluttony, dated August the 
1st, 1710. At the period of the communication, 
however, he was unknown to the editor of this 
paper; though it is certain, from the Epiitolaiy 
Correspondence of Sir Richard, that, in the course 
of five years after this event, a very strict inti- 
macy subsisted between them. In a letter writ- 
ten by Sir Richard to Lady Steele, dated Chelsea, 
Monday, Feb. 14, 17 15-16, he says, '' Mr. Fuller 
and I came hither to dine in the air ; but the 
maid has been so slow that we are benighted, 
and chuse to lie here rather than go this road in 
the dark. I lie at our own house, and my friend 
at a relation's in the town *." In a second epis- 
tle to his lady, of the date of March 2, 1716-17, 
he writes, Budgell f , Benson |, and Fuller, came 
in upon me to dinner. The two last stayed till 
the evening ; and Fuller carried me with him 
to the play § ;'* and, in a third, probably of the 
same year, and addressed likewise to his wife, 
he mentions a circumstance which leads us to 
suppose, that Mr. Fuller was a man of consider- 
able fortune. " You ask me,^' he says, " about 

* Epistolary Correspondence, vol. i. p. J 21. 
f Eustace Budgell. 

J William Benson, Esq. Auditor of the Imprest. 
§ Steele's Correspondence, vol. i. p. 138. 
VOL. Ill, U 
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my chariot. Fuller made watt a pieae&t of a 
very good ose : the old one, with tat pounds 
will pmchate a good chaise *.'^ 

The piMige, howerer, in the writings of Sit 
Richard Steele, which gives us the most satisiac* 
lory acconnt of Mr. FoUer, is to he fimnd in the 
Tkcatrt, N* 26, and dated Blatch the 29th, 1720. 
It is employed on the subfect of Dnelling; in tl^ 
conne of which he jnstly remaiks, ''I can hardly 
conceiye a more landabk act, than deckring an 
abhorrence of so fitthionable a crime, which weak- 
Bess, cowardice, and impatience of the reproach 
offools hare broo^tnpon reasonable men. This 
iort of behayioor cannot proceed but firmn a true 
and undaunted courage ;'' and he then proceeds 
to introduce the subject of our present article by 
obsenriag, ** I cannot but have in great yenera- 
tion a generous youth, who in public declared 
his a^^ent and concurrence to this law, by say- 
ings that in spite of the preyailing custom, ' he 
triumphed more in being a second to preyent, 
than he should haye been in being one to pro- 
mote, murder.^ A speech, thus ingenious, could 
come only, from a heart that scorned reserves, 
in compliance to falsehood, to do injury to truth. 

" This was true greatness of mind ; and the 
man who did it could not possibly do it for his 
* Steele's CorreqmndeDce, YfA. I p. 161, 
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«wti sake, but mast be conscioos of a courage 
sufficient for his own defence, who coul4 thus 
candidly, at his time of life, rescue other men 
from the necessity of bearing contempt, or doing 
an ill action. The mind usually exerts itself in 
all its Acuities with an equal pace towards ma- 
turity; and this gentleman, who at the age of 
sixteen, could form such pleasant pictures of the 
false and little ambitions of low spirits as mr« 
FULLER did, to whom, when a boy, we owe, with 
several other excellent pieces, ' The vain-gto* 
nous Glutton,' when a' secret correspondent of 
* The TATLER ;' I say, such a one might easily, 
as he proceeded in human life, arrive at this su- 
perior strength of mind at four-and-twenty */' 

Whether the teveral other excellent pieces al- 
luded to by Steele were contributions to the Tat- 
ler, it is now impossible to ascertain. The essay 
on Gluttony, N** 205, is supposed' by the anno- 
tators to have been revised and corrected by Sir 
Richard. It is certainly an extraordinary pro- 
duction for a youth of sixteen, and indicates more 
knowledge of life than can be readily allotted to 
an age so necessarily unexperienced. ^ The moral 
which this paper conveys is excellent; and it 

* The Theatre by Sir Richard Steele, with The Anti- 
Theatre, &c. 8?o, edition, by Nichols, 1791, p. 194 and 
195. 
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concludes with a very impressiye quotation from 
a sermon by Dr. South. 

1 8.-— Brome, D. D. the author of the Spectator, 
N° 302, descriptive of the character of Emilia* 
This paper had been claimed by Mr. Duncombe 
for his friend Mr. Hughes, and the portrait wai 
said to have been drawn for Ann, Countess 
of Coventry ; but " the real writer,^* says the 
annotator upon this number, " was Dr. Brome, 
the clergyman ' of the parish in which the lady 
lived, who is celebrated here, under the name of 
Emilia. She was the mother of Mrs. Ascham, 
of Connington in Cambridgeshire, and grand- 
mother of the present Lady Hatton. This very 
amiable lady was a great benefactress to Mrs. 
Ockley, the daughter of Dr. Simon Ockley, who 
was lefl at the death of her father not in very 
easy circumstances. Mrs. Ockley, on whose 
unsuspicious testimony this information rests, af- 
firms from her -own personal knowledge of the 
real lady, that the character is feithfuUy deli- 
neated. An internal circumstance in the paper 
itself, the repeated mention of the name of Bror 
mius, seems to corroborate the testimony of Mrs. 
Ockley, and to vouch for the propriety of the 
assignment of this paper to Dr. Brome *.^* 
♦ Spectator, vol. iv. p. 389— note, edit, of 1797. 
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There is reason to suppose^ from the tenor of 
this paper^ that the virtuous and accomplished 
Emilia was the wife of Dr. Brome ; and as the 
passage^ on which this construction is founded, 
will add some slight information to what we have 
already learned concerning our author, and at 
the same time will present an admirable lesson 
to the married of the fair sex, I shall make na 
apology for its transcription. 

Emilia " having for some time given to the 
decency of a virgin coyness, and examined the 
merit of their several pretensions, ^eat length 
gratified her own, by resigning herself to the 
ardent passion of Bromius, Bromius was then 
master of many good qualities, and a moderate 
fortune, which was soon after unexpectedly en- 
creased to a plentiful estate. This for a good 
while proved his misfortune, as it furnished his 
unexperienced age with the opportunities of evil 
company, and a sensual life. He might have 
longer wandered in the labyrinths of vice and ' 
folly, had not Emilia's prudent conduct won him 
over to the government of his reason. Her in- 
genuity has been constantly employed in huma^ 
sizing his passions, and refining his pleasures. 
She has shewn him .by her own example, that 
virtue is consistent with decent freedoms and 
good^humour, or rather that it capuot subsist 
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withoat them. Her good.sense readily instructed 
lier, that a silent example and an easy onrepin^ 
iog behaTiour, will always be more persaasive 
than the ^ererity of lectures and admonitions ; 
and that there is so much pride interwoven into 
the make of hmnan natore, that an obstinate man 
must only take the hint from another, and then, 
be left to advise and correct himself. Thus by 
an artful train of management and unseen per- 
suasions, haying at first brought him not to dis- 
like, and at length to be plQ^sed with that which 
otherwise he would not have bore to hear of, she 
then knew how to press and secure this adyan« 
tage, by approving it as his thought, and second- 
ing it as his proposal. By this means she has 
gained im interest in some of his leading pas- 
sions, and made th^n accessary to his reforma- 
tion." 

To the praise of utility and moral precept, 
which this paper by Dr. Brome deservedly me- 
rits, I wish we could add an eulogium upon the 
elegance and correctness of its style ; it is, how- 
ever, in these respects, deficient, and even the 
extract we have given, will, in more than one or 
two instances, evince the truth of our accusation. 

19. Francham, Mr. It is greatly to be re- 
gretted, that of many of the contributors to the 
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Tatler, Spectator, and Guardiab, we can now csot- 
-lect little that ib likely to gratify curiosity. All 
that we are able to ascertain with regard to Mr* 
Francfaam, for instance, is, that he was an inha- 
bitant of Norwich, and that he wrote N® 520 of 
the Spectator on the death of his own wife. This 
is a paper, however, of so much excellence, that 
-every person who peruses it will naturally wiA 
that his contributions had been more numerous ; 
it may be pronounced, indeed, one of the most 
padretic of the series of essays to which it be- 
longs; and of impenetrable materials must that 
heart be constructed which can refiise to sympa^ 
thize with feelings and sufferings described with 
no much touching simplicity, with tenderness so 
truly unaffected. 

20. DuNLOP, Mb. Oreek Professor in the Uni- 
versity of Glasgow, is reported upon the autho- 
rity of the annotators, to be the author, in con- 
junction with a Mr. Montgomery, of Spectator, N^ 
524. . It had, prior to this ascription, been given 
to Professor Simpson of Gla^w ; but what were 
the circumstances which induced the alteration 
are not specified. Mr, Dunlop is the author of 
a Greek grammar of some celebrity in Scotland; 
and Mr. Montgomery was a merchant of high 
credit and reputation, of a very amiable charac- 
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ter, and possessed of yery considerable abilities. 
" He traded/' relates the annotator, " to Swe- 
den ; and his business carrying him there« it is 
said« that in consequence of something between 
him and queen Christina, he was obliged to leave 
that kingdom abruptly. This event was sup- 
posed to have affected his intellects, much, in the 
Stole manner as Sir Roger de Coverley is repre- 
sented in these papers to have been injured by 
his passion for a beautiful widow *." 

The essay which these gentlemen united to 
compose consists of a Vision, typical of the effects 
of heavenly and worldly wisdom. It displays 
no small portion of invention ; and, as Steele 
justly observes, is writteii much in the spirit of 
John Bunyan^ though, it should be added, in 
diction of much greater purity and dignity. This, 
however, is no mean praise, for few booj^s have 
been more popular than the Pilgrim's Progress; 
it has gone through more than fifty editions, 
and has been translated into most of the Euro- 
pean languages. Though treated with contempt 
by the learned on its first appearance, and for 
many years afterwards, owing chiefly to the 
coarseness and vulgarity of Jts language, it has 
lately received the applause to which it is enti- 
tled for strength and fertility of imagination. 
♦ Spectator, vol. vii. p, 284— note, 8to. 1797. 
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Mr. Granger^ Mr. Merrick, Dr. Roberts, and 
Lord Kaims, have spoken strongly in its favour ; 
the latter remarking, that *' the Pilgrim's Pro- 
gress and Robinson Crusoe, great fayourites of 
the vulgar, are composed in a style enlivened, 
like that of Homer, by a proper mixture of the 
dramatic and the narratiye ''*'.'' To these we may 
add the encomium of Cowper, who has immor* 
talized the inventive enthusiasm of Bunyan by 
the following emphatic lines : 

Oh tbou, whom, borne on fancy's eager wing, 
Back to the season of life*s happ)' spring, 
I i^eas'd remember> and while memory yet 
Holds fast her office here, can ne'er forget. 
Ingenious dreamer, in whose well-told-tale 
Sweet fiction and sweet truth alike prevail. 
Whose hum'rous vein, strong sense, and simple style, 
May teach the gayest, make the gravest smile. 
Witty, and well employed, and like thy Lord, 
Speaking in parables his slighted word, — 
I name thee not, lest so despis'd a name 
Shoukl move a snf er, at thy deserved fame j 
Yet ev»n in transitory life's late day. 
That mingles all my brown with sober grey, 
Kevere the man, whose Pilgrim marks the road. 
And guides the Progress of the soul to Godf . 

* Sketches of the History pf Mm, vol. i. p. 250, 251.— 
i^ote, 2d edition. 

f Tirocinnium : or, a Review of Schools j Poems, vol. ii. 
p. dOg, ^Ith edit. 1788, 
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21 . Thomas Buks, B« D. CkgoMeUor of Wor- 
eetter, aad Prebendary tsi that calhedi-ai, is now 
only known as theandMir of N** 36, io the Omar- 
dimu This paper is ascribed to him on the an- 
thority of Dr. Zachary Pearce, Bishop of Ro- 
chester! and contains^ to adopt the aathor^s own 
title, a Modest Apohgyfar Fmmrng* 

If it be tme, as Addison has asserted in the 
Spectator, N® 61, that ^ the seeds of panning are 
in the minds of all men/' the endeavour to limit 
this play upon words to its proper field will be 
esteemed no useless task. Dr. Krch defends 
punning merely for its tendency to excite mirth 
and good humour in cofwersatian, and without 
any wish for its propagation from the press, or 
its introduction into composition of aqy kind. 

There was a period in our literature when 
punning infested almost every department of 
learning; when the prelate and the poet, the 
historian and the philosopher, alike considered 
the pun as one of the greatest ornaments of fine 
writing; and when even the monarch coante^ 
nanced the absurdity, and was desirous of being 
esteemed the best punster of the age. This fri- 
volous fashion existed during the entire reign of 
James the First, and for several subsequent years j 
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and as a striking proof of the extent of the evil, 
I shall quote a few paragraphs from a sermon 
of this era, a species of eloquence in which it 
will readily be granted that it ought least to have 
appeared. 

*' Here I have underiakm one who hath over^ 
taken many, a Machiavillian (or rather a match* 
less villain), one that professeth himself to be a 
Jriend, when indeed he is a ji^nd.— His greatest 
andtif is but dissembled enmity. — His Ave threatens 
a va; and therefore listen not to his treacherous 
Ave, but hearken unto Solomon's Cktve; and 
though he speaketh favourably, believe him not. 
-^Though I call him but a plain flatterer (for I 
mean to deal very plainly with him), some com- 
pare him to a devil. If he be one, these words 
of Solomon are a spell to expel this devil, — Wring 
not my words, to vn^ong my meaning ; I go not 
about to crucifie the sons, but the sins of men. — 
Some flatter a man for their own private benefit : 
—this man's heart thou hast in thy pocket ; for 
if thou^n^ in thy purse to give him presently, 
he vdll find in Ms heart to love thee everlast- 
ingly*." 

* A Caution lor the Credulous. By Edward Solton, 
preacher, quarto, p. 44. Aberdeen printed, 1629, Edin- 
burgh re-printed, 1696. Vide Beattie on Laughter and lu- 
dicrous Composition, p. 380. 
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22. The Rev. Deane Bartelett, Thu wot* 
thy divine was educated at Merton College, Ox-> 
ford; where, on the fifth of July^ 1693, he was 
admitted to his degree of Master of Arts. It is 
generally supposed, that his intimacy with Steele 
commenced at this University, as Sir Richard 
was at that time a member of the same College. 
That he was the author of N** 130, in the Guar- 
dian, on the Merits qfihe speculative and the active 
Parts qf Mankind, we can bring forward the au- 
thority of Steele himself to prove, who, in his 
Apology, after quoting two paragraphs from this 
paper, adds the following marginal note : ^' This 
most reasonable and amiable light in which the 
clergy are here placed, comes from that modest 
and good man, the Rev. Mr. Bartelett *." 

The paper thus assigned him reflects great 
credit upon his abilities and good sense. The 
style is lucid, pure, and simply elegant ; and the 
view which he has taken of the two classes that 
form the subject of his essay, and the arguments 
with which he supports his positions, are in a 
high degree rational and perspi<^uous. 

We shall now proceed, according to the ar- 
rangement laid down at the commencement of 
this essay, to notice those authors who have con- 
* Steele's Political Writings, 12mo. 1715, p. 253. 
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tributed merely letters, or portions of a number, 
to the Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian. 

23. The Rev. William Asplin. We learn 
that this gentleman was a writer in the Tatier, 
from the dedication to a work which he pub- 
lished in 1728, entitled Alkibia; A Dissertation 
en Worshipping towards the East, &c. and which 
opens with the following passage : '' In the 
brightest days of Britain, when Bickerstqff' pre- 
sided in the chair of wit, and o'er this happy 
land showered manna down which suited every 
taste, / had the hotumr, though unworthy and im- 
knoum, to be accepted as an humble correspondent *," 

Mr. Asplin was a member of Alban's-hall, Ox- 
ford; took the degree of A. M. there in 17 IQ, 
and afterwards resided at Banbury. Three let- 
ters in the Tatier, two of which are dated from 
Hedington, a village near Oxford, and one from 
the University, are conjectured by the annota- 
tors to have been the productions of his pen. 
The^**, in N** 4^, is on the subject of Puppet* 
shows; the second, in N° 71, gives a ludicrous 
account of the Reformation of Manners at Ox- 
ford ; and the third, in N*^ 72, requests a decision 
on a wager, to which a term made use of by 

* See vol. i. of this work, p. 158, where the whole of tb^ 
dedication is giyen. 
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Steele^ in N"" 69, had giyen rise. The two for- 
mer, which are signed Benjamin Beadlestafi> pos- 
sess some humoar ; the latter is of no yalue. 

24. John Henley, notorionsly known to com- 
mon fame, under the appellation of Orator Hen- 
ley, was the son of the Rev. Simon Henley, Vicar 
of Melton Mowbray, in Leicestershire, and was 
bom in that parish on the 3d of August, 1 692. 

In the early part of his life he gave the pro- 
mise of being an useful and ornamental member 
of society ; he was diligent and successful in the 
acquisition of literature; and having attained more 
grammatical knowledge than is customary for a 
youth of seyenteen, adding to the classical lan- 
guages an acquaintance with Hebrew, he was re- 
moved to St. John's College, Cambridge. Here 
he prosecuted his studies with eqtial zeal aiid 
attachment; and having taken his degree of Bat- 
chelor of Arts, he was requested by the trustees 
of the school at Melton at first to assist in, and 
af^rwards to a»ume the whole charge of that 
establishment. This he conducted with so much 
ability, as to raise it from a declining to a very 
flourishing state. 

ShorUy afler his entrance upon the direction 
of this school, he was ordained a deacon by Dr. 
Wake, Bishop of Lincoln ; he then took his de* 
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gree of M. A. and in due time was admitted t» 
priest's orders, and officiated as the curate of his 
native town. His liie had hitherto been indus- 
trious and respectable ; but he now^ unhappily 
for himself, became inflamed with the ambition 
of figuring as a preacher in London. He pro- 
cured many letters of recommendation ; and suc- 
ceeded so far as to gain the patronage of the 
Earl of Macclesfield, who presented him with 4 
benefice in the country worth 80 /• per annum. 
Not clH»iBg,howeTer,to reside upon this prefer- 
ment, he obtained a lectureship in the city, and 
acquired^ and maintained for some time, great 
popularity as a preacher. He assisted Dr. Burs- 
cough, afterwards ^shop of Limerick, in the 
duties of the pulpit;, and received a scarf from 
Lord Molesworth as his chaplain. 

He now flattered himself with a permanent 
establishment in the metropolis, and used every 
efibrt to realise his wishes. He was disappoint- 
ed, however, in all his expectations; and, deter- 
mined not to revisit the couai^, he declared that 
he thought it '' as lawful to take a licence from 
ike King and Parliament at one place, as ano- 
ther ; at HicksVHall as at Doctor's Commons ;'' 
he relinquished, therefore, his benefice and lec- 
tureship, and set up an oratory in Clare- 
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market. Butcher-row. Here on Sundays he 
preached upon theological subjects; and on the 
Wednesdays, as he affirmed, upon all other 
sciences. 

These discourses soon degenerated into ribal- 
dry and abuse, and at length into downright 
blasphemy and buffoonery. His auditors paid a 
shilling each ; and as they chiefly consisted of ig- 
norant mechanics, and sometimes of the very re- 
fuse of society, he had occasionally recourse to 
expedients of a very singular cast in order to re- 
plenish his finances. He once, it is said, col- 
lected an amazing number of shoemakers, by 
ph)mi8ing to teach them the art of making a pair 
of excellent shoes in a few minutes; when he* 
hold ! this wonderful abridgment of labour was 
effected by cutting off the tops of ready-made 
boots! 

To this disgraceful mode of earning his bread, 
our orator added another, nearly as despicable ; 
that of writing for any political party that was 
weak enough to employ him. In the pursuit of 
this traffic, he was the author of a periodical 
paper entitled the Hyp-Doctor; for which, though 
possessing not the smallest merit, he was paid 
100/. per annum. 

Having at length completely succeeded in ren^ 
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dering himself an object of contempt^ this siiigu- 
lar character paid the debt of nature on October 
the I4th, 1756. 

The literary abilities of Henley, of which so 
much had been expected from the unwearied in- 
dustry of his youth, proved of a very inferior 
order. On his first arrival in town, he had pro- 
cured employment from the booksellers; he 
translated the Epistles of Pliny, several of the 
productions of the Abbe Vertot, and the Italian 
Travels of Montfaucon. At Melton, likewise, 
he had written a poem entitled Esther, and com- 
menced a work which he termed Universal Gram* 
mar, of which it is related that he had finish- 
ed ten languages with prefatory dissertations. 
Whilst at St. John's College, Cambridge, he be- 
came a correspondent in the Spectator, and two 
letters are attributed to him, on good authority ; 
one in N® 396, on Punning, signed Peter de 2uir, 
and another in N'^^IS, on Physiognomy, signed 
Tom Ttveer. They are neither of them such as 
merit much notice ; the first indeed may be pro- 
nounced little short of nonsense, but the second 
is seasoned with a portion of wit and humour. 

25. Shepheard, Miss. This lady and the sub- 
ject of the next article were collateral descen- 

VOL. III. X 
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dants of Sir Fleetwood Shepheard*. To Mis 
Shepbeard we are indebted for two letters in the 
Spectator ; the first, sabscribed Parthcma, in N^ 
140, ia written to request adyice and direction 
on reading, and the choice of authors ; and the 
second, with the mgnatore oi Leonora, in N^ 163, 
relates a severe disappointment in lore, which, 
there is reason to belieye, really occurred to the 
amiable writer of this epistle. They both im- 
part a very pleasing idea of her talents and cha- 
racter; and the latter has the additional merit of 
diciting from Addison in the succeeding num« 
ber, the pathetic narrative of Theodosius and 
Conttantia, intended by its author as a consolatory 
lesson for his afflicted corre^ndent. 

• 26. Perrt, Mas. the sister of Miss Shepbeard, 
has contributed one short letter to the Spectator, 
in N^ M, for the purpose of reminding Addison 
of a promise which be had made in N* S7, of re* 
cotnmending a select library for the improve- 
ment of the hiv sex. The answer, to which 
this letter has given birth, occupying the re- 
mainder of N^ 92, is full of that exquisite hu- 
mour and pleasantry so remarkably the charac- 
teristic of the author of Cato. 

* Spectator, vol. ii. p. 449— note. 
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27. William Congrsys was bora at Bardsey, 
near Leeds, in February 1669 *; bat, his fether 
being a military man, and haying a command in 
the army, which made it necessary for him ta 
▼isit Ireland, he was consequently educated in 
the sister-kingdom. After the customary gram- 
matical discipline in the public school of Kilken* 
ny, he was sent to the university of Dublin, and> 
having there perfected himself in classical lite* 
rature, he came over to England, and vnui en* 
tered as a student of the law at the Middle 
Temple. 

He soon, however, relinquidied the initiatory 
studies of the law for the more inviting region of 
the Muses ; and ventured, at a very early period 
of life, to solicit the attention of the literary 
world, by the publication of a work of fancy 
tinder the title of Incognita, or Love and Duhf re^ 
conciled. Vivacity and imagination are to be 
found in this production, but neither nature nor 
probability ; it has deservedly, therefore, drop- 
ped into oblivion ; nor was its original reception 
fortunately such as to encourage our young au- 

* Mr. Malone has, in his life of Dryden, published Um 
entry of Coogreve's bi^tism &t Bardsey, and consequently 
terminated the dispute which has so long subsisted relative 
to the place of his birth. 
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ihar in tlie proKcutioB of noveWwritrng^-^In a 
■wfl trnlj aaycioug to the lover» of the 
diaaa, he commeaccd bis fint cooMdy, entkled 
3V OU Bgrdbffor, to zxnme hjiwrft » he affirm- 
ed, in a dow re coy e ry firom a fit of sidmeas. 
" The age of the writer confld^ed,** says J<^u[i- 
son, '^ it is indeed a yery wonderfnl perfiHmance ; 
for, wfaeoerer written, it was acted (1693) when 
he was not more than twenty-one years old *.** 
It is erident, firom the entry di8CX>Tered by Mr. 
Bfalone^that the Doctor has made a considerable 
mistake with r^;ard to the age of the anthor, 
and which has been foUowed by eyery succeed- 
ing biographer. Congreye must haye been four 
and twenty when the Old Batdidar was first pro- 
duced upon Uie stage; these additional three 
years, however^ detract little or nothing fi-om 
the vahie of the play, which still merits the en- 
comium of Dryden, who declared, '* that he 
Beyer saw such a first play in his life." 
• To the applause which Congreye receiyed 
from the public in consequence of this dramatic 
effort, was added the substantial patronage of 
Lord Halifax, who, with a generosity highly to 
be praised, immediately made him a commis- 
sioner for licensing hackney coaches; and> 
shortly afterwards, presented him with a place 
♦ Lives of the Poets, voU ii. p, 187. 
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in the Pipe-office^ and another in the Customs; 
the annual value of which was estimated at six 
hundred pounds. 

Thus encouraged^ our author exhibited great 
fertility, as well as great genius, in the rapid pro- 
duction of his pieces. In the year 1694, ap-^ 
peared his Doyble Dealer, a comedy ; in 1695, his 
L&cefor Lorn, a comedy; and in the year 1697; 
The Mourning Bride, a tragedy. Of these plays 
the Double Dealer was the only one which wa^ 
coldly received. The new theatre, which Bet- 
terton had built in Lincoln's-inn-fields, was very 
successfully opened with Ixyoe for Love; and the 
Momning Bride was, if possible, more raptu- 
rously welcomed than even the effusions of the 
laughter-loving muse. 

When Dr. Johnson asserts that Congreve 
*' had produced these four plays before he had 
passed his twenty-fifth year," he is again led into 
an error; the poet had attained the age of twenty- 
eight on the completion of his tragedy; they 
cannot, therefore, in my opinion, warrant the 
extraordinary encomium which the learned bio- 
grapher has lavished upon them in the following 
sentence : '' Among all the efforts of early genius 
which literary history records, .1 doubt whether 
any one can be produced that more surpasses the 
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common limits of nature than the plays of Con« 
greye *•" 

Shortly after the appearance of the Monming 
Bride^ a most violent and, at the same time, we 
are sorry to say, a justly merited, attack was made 
by Jeremy Collier upon the licentiousness of the 
English theatre. It was entitled, A short View 
qf the Jmmoraliiy and Prqfanaiest qf the English 
Stage, and exposed, with keen wit and great 
warmth of indignation, the indecency and bad 
tendency of the comedies of Dryden, Vanbrugb, 
and Congreve. Dryden, though much cha- 
grined, was prudently silent ; but Vanbrugh and 
Congreve endeavoured to reply, and were, as 
ought ever to be the case in such a cause, com- 
pletely defeated. 

The disgust which our author felt in conse- 
quence of this exposure was greatly increased 
by the reception which his next c<miedy, called 
The Way qf the World, experienced from the 
public. He had bestowed more than usual atten- 
tion on the conduct and evolution of the i&ble 
and incidents of this drama ; and when he found 
it neglected on the stage, he embraced the reso* 
lution of no longer cultivating a department of 

♦ LiveS|Vol.ii.p.l90. 
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literature so subject to the decisions of ignorance 
and bad taste. ^ 

The residue of life was spent by CongreTe in 
the enjoyment of literary ease, nnviolated by the 
Cimtentions of party and faction. He was an 
object of esteem to both Whigs and Tories, the 
beloved friend of Steele, of Pope, of Swif^ ; ad<^ 
mired and caressed by the great, and almost 
adored by Henrietta Duchess of Marlborough, 
who entertained for him a regard so singular and 
romantic, that it appeared sometimes the conse*- 
qnence rather of insanity than of affection *. 

What greatly contributed to render Congreye 
an object of more than common attention and 
regard, was the undeviaiing sweetness of his 
temper, combined with a tasteful and elegant 
affluence ; for, on the return of the Whigs to 
power, his income was increased to twelve hun- 
dred pounds a year, by the gift bf the sinecure 
place of secretary to the island of Jamaica. That 
his manners and conversation were likewise 
polished and interesting, there is every reason to 

* Common fame reports, says Dr. Kippis, that she had 
his figure made in wax after his death, talked to it as if it 
had been alive, placed it at table with her, took great caie 
to help it with different sorts of food, had an imaginary sore 
on its leg regularly'dressed, and, to complete all, consulted 
physicians with relation to its health, Biographia Briton' 
mea, 2d tdii. vol w, p, 79. 
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believe, not only from die singular attachmenC 
which he experienced from the fashionable and 
the great, but from the public acknowledgment 
of Sir Richard Temple, afterwards Viscount Cob-J 
ham. At Stowe this accomplished nobleman 
drew round him the most distinguished literati 
of the age ; and among these none graced his fes- 
tive board more frequently than Congreve, for 
whom he entertained so sincere an esteem, that, 
on the decease of the poet, he erected, in the 
beautiful gardens of Stowe, a monument to his 
memory ; the lines on which, as particularly de- 
scriptive of the engaging suavity of his manners^ 
are worthy of transcription. 

Ingenio 

Acri, faceto, expolito, 

Moribusque 

XJrbanis, candidis, facillimis 

GuuELMi Concrete, 

Hoc 

Qualecanque desiderii soi 

Solamen simul ac 

Monumentum 

Fosuit Cobhazn. 

1736, 

Loss of sight from cataracts in his eyes, and 
severe paroxysms of the gout, rendered the 
latter days of Congreve, it is said, cheerless and 
gloomy. The period of these afBictions, how^ 
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erer, could not have been long protracted ; for^ 
from an epistle to Lord Cobham^ published in 
the last edition of the ^ographia Britannica^ 
and CTidently^ from its political allusions, written 
by our author but a short time previous to his 
death, it clearly appears, that, though declined in 
health, his mind was cheerful and resigned, and 
that he was capable of amusing himself with 
literary composition. He thus begins and termi- 
nates the poem, which may be considered as one 
id the best of his miscellaneous pieces ! 

Sincerest critic of my prose or rhyme. 

Tell how thy pleasing Stowe employs thy time. 

Say Cobham, what amuses thy retreat?-— 

Or stratagems of war, or schemes of state ?— 

Come, see thy friend retired, without regret. 

Forgetting care, or striving to forget; 

In easy contemplation, soothing time 

With morals much, and now and then with rhjrme ; 

Not so robust in body as in mind. 

And always undejected, though declined 4^. 

After in vain visiting Bath for relief, our zvk^ 
thor returned to London, and expired there on 
th0 29th of January 1728-9, and in the 60th yea^ 
of his age. 

The conduct of Congreve is chargeable with 
two instances of very un\justifiable affectation 
and vanity ; the first, iii his reception of Voltaire^ 
^ BiO{^rap])ia Britaimica, vol, iv< p. 76, 77, note* 
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who, wishing to pay hia respects to a mao eele* 
brated for his literatare and wit, naturally turned 
the coaTersation on his writings ; Congreve, in 
replyj treated them as trifles beneath him, and 
declared that he expected to be visited not as an 
author but as a gentleman. Voltaire, who felt 
highly disgusted with the absurd foppery of the 
poet, took his leave with this severe but just re- 
mark, that kad Mr. Congreve, wtfartimai€fyf«}r htm- 
s€(f, been a mere geiUlenum^ ke, Vdtaire, should mott 
assuredly hskve felt not the smallest wish to sec 
him : the second, in bequeathing ten thousand 
pounds, nearly the whole of his property, to Hen- 
rietta Duchess of Marlborough, at* a time when 
his own family, of great antiquity and respecta- 
bility, were in reduced circumstances. The re- 
sult of this sacrifice to vanity was, that he lay in 
state in the Jerusalem-chamber, and was buried 
in Westminster-abbey, where a monument was 
erected to his memory by the lady whom he had 
uselessly enriched. 

It is solely to his dramatic works that Con- 
greve owes l^is reputation with posterity. His 
comedies, more than those of any other writer, 
abound with wit and repartee ; his plots too are 
full of invention and ii^cident ; 4i|d his characters 
are generally striking and novel, ^nd supported 
with uncommon vigour and vivacity, liis defects. 
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however, are as prominent as his excellencies ; 
his wit is indiscriminately lavished, and, there- 
fore, very ofiten misplaced, and consequently un- 
natural ; his characters are the creatures of ima- 
gination, vividly drawn and highly entertaining 
it is true, but they present no features which re«- 
mind us of real life public or private; and finally, 
they are grossly offensive to decency and morality. 

In estimating the value of his tragedy, the opi- 
nions of the critics have widely differed ; it has 
been praised without measure ; it has been con- 
demned without mercy. Its chief fault arises 
from the use of diction too florid and affected ; 
it possesses, however, several impressive and very 
highly finished passages, and its plot is conducted 
with address and ingenuity. 

The miscellaneous poems of Congreve are, 
with very few exceptions, greatly belpw medio- 
crity, and ought, with much trash of a similar 
description, to have been omitted in the late col- 
lections of our poetry *. 

* The poets included in Johnson's Lives amount to fifty* 
two, of which eighteen at least ought to be omitted in any 
edition pretending to the merits of utility and taste ; name- 
ly, Rochester, Ot;may, Pbntfret, Dorset, Stepney, Walsh, Smith, 
Duke, King, Sprati Halifax, Hughes, Sh^M, Congreve, 
ChranviQe, Yalden, and Broome, Otway, Smith, and Con- 
greve, are great dramatic poets, but their miscellanies are 
alike worthless and insignificant 
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Br. JohnsoD has obserred, speaking of Coo- 
giere doriDg his state of retireiDeBt, that be 
** seems not to have taken much pleasure in writ- 
ing, as he contributed nothing to the Spectaior, 
and only one paper to the Tailor, though pub- 
lished by men with whom he might be su|^>06ed 
willing to associate */' The contribution of oar 
author, however, occupies but one third of N® 42, 
in the Tatler, the other two parts being supplied 
by Steele and Addison. It is dated, '' Will's 
Coffee-house, July the 15th, 1709,''andisofcon* 
nderablt value, as it depicts a female character 
of uncommon excellence. Under the appella* 
tion of Aspasia, Congreve has drawn a portrait of 
Lady Elizabeth Hastings, the daughter of the 
Earl of Huntingdon, the glory and the orna- 
ment of her sex. '' Scarce has any age,'' remarks 
the annotator, ^' since the commencement of the 
Christian a^ra, produced a lady of such higl| 
birth and superior accomplishments, who was a 
greater blessing to many, or a brighter pattern to 
all. By all accounts she appears to have been 
little lower than the angels." Steele has likewise 
delineated the virtues and attractions of this illus- 
trious lady in his happiest manner. '* Aspasia," 
•ays he, ^' must be allowed to be the first of the 
beauteous order of love, whose unafiected frec^ 
* lives, voU ii. p« 193, 
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dom and conscious innocence give her the at- 
tendance of the Graces in all her actions. Thai 
awful distance which we bear toward her in all 
our thoughts of her^ and that cheerful familiarity 
H^ith which we approach . her, are certain in- 
stances of her being the truest object of love of 
any of her sex. In this accomplished lady, love 
is the constant effect, because it is never the de- 
sign. Yet, though her mien carries much more 
invitation than command, to behold her is an 
immediate check to loose behaviour; and to love 
her is a liberal education; for, it being the na- 
ture of all love to create an imitation of the be- 
loved person in the lover, a regard for Aspasia 
naturally produces decency of manners and 
good conduct of life in her admirers *.'^ 

Lady Elizabeth Hastings died in 1740; and in 
1742 was published an interesting detail of her 
life, by Thomas Barnard, M. A. who appears to 
have felt, and very duly appreciated, the extraor- 
dinary beauty and utility of her character. 

With such an example before him, of which 
it is clear, from the sketch that he has given us, 
that he understood the full value, it is somewhat 
singular that Congreve should have so egregiously 
&iled in painting the females of his drama ; who 
sure either women void of all delicacy, or repre- 
* Tatler,No49. 
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sented with manners aukward, unnatural^ and 
affected. 

' 28. Philip Yorke^ Earl of Hardwicre^ was 
born on December the 1st, 1690, at Dover, in 
Kent. After a classical education under Mr. 
Morland, of Bethnal Green, he commenced the 
study of the law in the Middle Temple, and was 
called to the bar in 1714. 

He became early distinguished for his profes* 
sional abilities, and in 1718 obtained a seat in 
parliament for Lewes, in Sussex. The succeeding 
year he was promoted to the office of solicitor- 
general ; and from this period his advancement in 
official consequence and dignities was unusually 
rapid. He was made attorney-general in 1723-4; 
lord chief justice of the king's bench in 1733 ; 
shortly afterwards a baroir of the kingdom, with 
the title of Lord Hardwicke Baron of Hardwicke, 
in the county of Gloucester ; on the death of 
Lord Talbot in 1736-7, lord high-chancellor; and, 
finally, in 1754, an earl of Great Britain, with the 
titles of Viscount Royston and Earl of Hard- 
wicke. 

The character of Lord Hardwicke is, in every 
point in which it can be viewed, equally amiable 
and great. As a lawyer, a judge, and a states^ 
man, he conferred the highest benefits on his 
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eountry by his talents^ integrity, and impartiality. 
He revered and protected, with unshaken firm* 
ness, the liberties and constitution of his country, 
supporting with one hand the just prerogatives 
of the crown, and with the other arresting any 
encroachment on the rights of the subject. As 
an orator, his eloquence was clear, graceful, and 
harmonious, his diction impressive and select, 
and his arguments succinct, perspicuously ar« 
ranged, and pointed. 

In private and domestic life, his piety, his 
benevolence, and engaging manners, secured him 
the warmest affections of those who enjoyed his 
intimacy ; and fnmi the salutary controul which 
he had long acquired over his appetites and pas- 
sions, he possessed a tranquillity and evenness of 
mind which no circumstances could shake, and 
which, though naturaUy of a delicate constitution, 
preserved his health and spirits nearly unim* 
paired to the age of 73. At this period he was 
attacked with a dysenteric complaint, and, after 
some months of suffering, which were endured 
with the utmost patience and resignation, he sub* 
mitted with cheerfulness to the common lot of 
mortality on March die 6th, 1764. During his 
lordship^s last illness, his friend. Dr. John Green, 
bishop of Lincoln, wrote the following aSec- 
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tionate lines; suggested by theyisibly approadi* 
ing fate of this accomplbhed Peer; 

O still let Envy rear her bead. 

To hiss at Hardwieke's name^ 
Let Slaoder still her venom qiread. 

To taint his spotless name ; 

Can Enry there infix a sting. 

Whose harmless wound will last? 
To him can real mischief spring 

From Slander's baneful blast ? 

A day will come, that day I fear. 

When Envy's crest sball fall. 
When Slander's tongue shall mute appear. 

Or cease to pour its gall; 

When every mouth his name shall boast. 

And every heart revere : 
That fatal day I dread the most; 

That day is much too near. 

Lord Hardwicke was^ at an early period of life, 
a contributor to the Spectator. It is affirmed, on 
the authority of Dr. lliomas Birch, that he was 
the author of two numbers in this work ; only 
one of his compositions, however, can now be 
ascertained, and this is a letter on Travelling, in 
N® 364, signed Philip Homebred. From its date, 
which is April the 28th, 1712, it must have been 
written when our author was but twenty-two 
years of age ; a circumstance which^ were iine- 
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cessary, should disarm the rigour of criticism. It 
is, however, if not remarkable for originality or 
depth of thought, a sensible and entertaining 
production, not deficient in humour, and in its 
style easy and perspicuous. 

The subject had been previously noticed by Ad- 
dison in the Tatler N** 93, and since by Swift, by 
Chesterfield, and by Hurd. The sound judgment 
and literary acquisitions which are necessary to 
render a tour upon the continent useful and or- 
namental, are seldom to be met with in very early 
life ; and the ridiculous custom, which prevailed 
at the era of this letter, and through the greater 
part of the century in which it was written, of 
sending raw and half educated young men to 
France and Italy> was productive of nothing but 
vice and folly, of consummate foppery, and of 
the. worst species of pedantry, the affectation of 
foreign forms and manners. '^ Among the many 
impertinencies,'' observes Swift, *' that superfi- 
cial young men bring with them from sTbroad, 
this bigotry of forms is one of the principal, and 
more predominafit than the rest ; who look upon 
them not only as if they were matters capable 
of admitting of choice, but even as points of im- 
portance, and are therefore zealous upon all oc- 
casions to introduce and propagate the new forms 
and fashions they have brought back with them; 
VOL. in. Y 
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SO that, usoally speaking, the worst bred person 
in company is a young trareller just retursed 
from abroad *• 

29. WiLUAM Fleetwood, a prelate of great 
learning and piety, was bom in the year 1656 ; 
and having received a good education at Eton 
school, was elected to King's^ollege, in the uni- 
versity of Cambridge. He took orders about 
the period of the Revolution ; was shortly after- 
wards appointed chaplain to King William and 
Queen Mary ; and, through the interest of Dr. 
Godolphin, vice-provost of Eton, he was made 
fellow of that college, and rector of St. Austin^ 
London. 

The celebrity which, in this situation, Mr. 
Fleetwood acquired as a preacher, soon led to 
further preferment ; he was, in a short time after 
his establishment in die metropolis, chosen lec- 
turer of St. Dunstan's, in Fleet-street ; and, just 
previous to the decease of King William, he was 
nominated to a canonry of Windsor. 

A strong inclination for literary retirement in- 
duced Mr. Fleetwood, in the year 1705, to re- 
sign his living and lectureship, and to retire to a 
small rectory which he possessed near Eton. 
Here, while immersed in the study of history 
and antiquities, he was unexpectedly, and witb- 
* SwifVs Works, roU x. p. 220, 221. 
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out the least solicitation ou his part^ chosen by 
Queen Anne to fill the see of St. Asaph. He suc- 
ceeded Dr. Beveridge ; and though he found the 
political and religious opinions^ which prevailed 
in the diocese of St. Asaph, widely different from 
his own, his manners, his virtues and address were 
such, that no prelate had been remembered there 
more universally loved and respected. 

The attachment which this worthy divine had 
uniformly i^ewn for liberty and the protestant 
religion was rewarded, on the accession of the 
House of Hanover, by the valuable bishopric of 
Ely, a preferment which rendered his exertions 
in the support of liberal knowledge and rational 
piety much more extensive and beneficial. 

The literary labours of our author, during his 
advancement to, and possession of, these eccle* 
siastical dignities, were immense; not less than 
forty-two of his publications are noticed in the 
Biographia Britannica, all of which were subser* 
vient to the best and most usefiil of purposes. 
' They may be arranged under the heads of Anti- 
quities, History, and Theology; and we shall men- 
tion a few of these works as specimens of his 
exertions in each of the departments. His clas- 
sical literature and critical powers were exhibited 
to great advantage in one of his early produc- 
tions, entitled Inscr^Honum Antiquarum Sylloge, 
Y 2 
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in duos paries distribtda, Bfc, 8yo. 1691 ; the first 
part contains a choice collection of pagan^ th^ 
second of christian^ inscriptions^ illustrated bjr 
notes. His profound skill in British antiquities 
was demonstrated^ in 1707, by a work called 
Chramc<m Precioswtt; &t. An Account of English 
Gold and Silver Monty, the Price qf Com and other 
Commodities, and of Stipends, Salaries, Wages, SfC. 
in England, for six hundred Years last past, Sfc, 
8vo. ; and his knowledge of church history, 
and his acumen in the detection of popish legends 
and miracles, in The Life and Miracles of St, We^ 
n^frede, together xvith her Litanies, toith some histo* 
rical Observations made thereon, Syo. 1713. The 
holy well of this pretended saint was in his dio* 
cese ; and the Romish einissaries were active in 
endeavouring to persuade the crowds who re^ 
sorted to die waters, that the relief which they 
obtained was owing to the influence of St. We- 
nefrede, and that, consequently, it was incum- 
bent upon them to embrace the religion that she 
iiad professed ; an artifice which the Bishop not 
only exposed, but, it is said, completely put a 
stop to, by this production. 

The publications of his lordship on the subject 
of divinity were very numerous ; of these, some 
of the most important were, A plain Method of 
Christian Devotion^'JjfC. 8vo. 1692; An Essay vpon 
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miracles, in J\vo Discourse, 8?o. 1701 ; The ReU' 
sanable Communicant, Sfc. 8vo. 1704 ; Sixteen Prac- 
tical Discourses upon the relative Duties qf Parents 
and Children, Husbands and Wives, Masters and 
Servants, ^c. 2 vols. 8vo. 1705 ; The Thirteenth 
Chapter to the Ramans vindicated, Sfc» Svo. 1710 ; 
I%e Judgment qfthe Church of England, in the Case 
qf Lay-baptisni, and qf Dissenter's Baptism, Svo. 
2 vols. 1712. lliese pieces reflect much credit 
upon the talents and intentions of the writer^ and 
were received by the public with no small de« 
^ree of deference and favour. 

To the political principles of the Bishop^ how* 
€ver, which were those of pure Whiggism, the 
prejudices of party paid little respect. Th^ 
change in the government which^ took plac^ 
toward the close of 1710 threw the friends of his 
lordship out of power; and as he was too con^ 
scientious to disguise his dislike of the measures 
of the Tory administration, and even went so far 
as to publish his opinions of their conduct in a 
Fa^sermon, it became the determination of mi* 
nisters to embrace the next opportunity that 
should occur of expressing their resentment. This 
was afforded them so early as 1712, by his lord- 
ship publishing Four Sermom: }. On the Death 
qf Queen Maty, 1694.. 2. On the Death qf the 
Duke qf Gloucester, 1700. 3. On the Death qf 
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King JKlliam, 1701. 4^. On ike Stuart Accessum 
to the Tkrant, m 1702. With a Pttface. Loadoo, 
8yo. As he had formerly preached tfaeae aer* 
mons with great approbation, they were of coarse 
not assailable ; bCit the preface, which contained 
the most pointed reprdadion of the political sys^ 
tern of the Tories, was instantly seized upon, 
and condemned by a motion of the House of 
Commons to be burned by the common hang- 



The consequence of thb injudicious order was, 
that the work was not only purchased clandes- 
tinely, and circulated with avidity, but Steele 
introduced the preface into the Spectator. '^ If 
the design was to intimidate me,'' remarks the 
Bishop, " they have lost it utterly; or, if to sup- 
press the book, it happens much otherwise ; for 
every bodj^s curiosity is awakened by diis usage,, 
and the bookseller finds his account in it above 
any one else. The Spectator has comoeyed above 
fourteen thousand cf them into other people's hands, 
that woM otherwise have never seen or heard<^it ^. 

This celebrated preface, and Steele's introduce 
tory observations, form N* 384 of the Spectator, 
which, " aays the annotator, was not pu]^isbed 
till twelve o'clock, that it might come out pre- 

* Letter to (he Bishop of Salisbury, Biographia Britaa- 
nka, vol. iii. p. 1974, Note* 
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cisely at the hour of her Majesty's breakfast^ and 
that no time might be left for deliberatiog about 
serving it up with that meal^ as usual/' The 
preface is well written, in a manly clear style', 
and with a marked abhorrence of the then fa- 
shionable doctrine^ tha)t Christianity is the friend 
of arbitrary power* 

After a life of exemplary virtue and ^utility. 
Bishop Fleetwood paid the debt of nature, at 
Tottenham, iu Middlesex, in 1723, and in his 
sixty-seventh year. 

" His various merits,'' remarks his latest bio- 
grapher, '' entitle him to the character of a great 
and a good man. His learning in the different 
branches more immediately connected with his 
profession was very respectable, and he was in- 
timately conversant in British history and anti- 
quities. His life was so studious, that there were 
very few of his hours during which he allowed 
himself any relaxation. — A& a prelate of the 
church of England, he did honour to his station 
by his dignified and prudent deportment; and 
in the diocese of St. Asaph, where he was almost 
the general patron, he took particular care to 
fill the vacant churches with virtuous and wor- 
thy clergymen, paying no regard to the solicita- 
tions of the great and powerful on behalf of any 
persons who were not found to answer that de* 
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scription. To the poor and necessitous he was a 
generous benefactor^ and a liberal encourage r of 
every truly charitable design. To the interests 
of civil and religious liberty he was ardently at- 
tached^ and was greatly concerned to see so much 
passion and uncharitableness as were occasioned 
in his time by difference of opinion hi matters 
of religion ; rightly judging, that mere mistakes, 
and such differences as did not influence prac- 
tice, were to be borne vnth. He was also mo* 
dest, humble, uncensorious, and calm and meek 
in his temper ; but at the same time possessed a 
degree of cool and sedate courage, which he did 
not fail to exhibit on proper occasions ; and ta 
crown the whole, he was a bright pattern of in- 
nocence of life, integrity of heart, and sanctity 
of manners. We cannot persuade ourselves to 
omit recording a curious anecdote of our prelate^ 
which is related in the " liichardsoniana,'^ page 
333 — 335, and which we shall give in the words 
of the author, Mr. Jonathan Richardson, junior : 
" One of our great divines, a most worthy as 
well as reverend bishop (Fleetwood), told my fa- 
ther (in my hearing), who was full of doubts and 
scruples then in matters of faith, when I was a 
boy, that, where mystery began religion ended. It 
makes wild work where reason does not govern 
the raptures which religious enthusiasm inspires. 
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The same excellent and honest divine advised 
my father at that time> as he was depressed with 
doubts^ to make a truce with texts and fathers, 
and read Don Quixote^ telling him withal, that, 
in his present situation of mind and weakness of 
spirit, he was not capable of doing them justice, 
nor was equal to such high points of speculation. 
* Ah, doctor !' said my father 5 ' but if I should 
be mistaken, and put up with an erroneous faith ?* 
^ Well/ said the good divine, and constant friend 
(for he loved my father for his sincere and warm 
desire to know his duty, and how he might best 
please his Maker), ' Well, and if you should ?* 
' If I should !' said my father in surprise : if I 
should be mistaken, afler the most diligent en- 
quiry I can make, I am sure to make God my 
enemy V ' Are you so ?* said Fleetwood, warmly 5 
' then he is no God for me :' which expression 
(for they were his very words, as I have often 
heard my dear father relate them) he proceeded 
Co explain and soflen, by giving him a just and 
reasonable idea of the common Father of man- 
kind •/' 

30. Heneage Twisden was the seventh son of 
Sir William Twisden, Bart. He was cut off, by 

* Morgan's Life of Fleetwood, Aikin's General Biogra- 
phy, Fol. iv. p. 129, 130. 
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the chance of war, at an early period of his mi- 
litary career, and at a time when his friends had 
every reason, from his talents, his virtues, and 
accomplishments, to consider him, not only as a 
loss to themselves, but to society at large. A 
short time before his death he contributed a let*^ 
ter to the Toiler, of which Steele, in his pre&ce 
to the octavo edition of 1710, thus speaks t 
** When I am upon the house of Bickerstaff, I 
must not forget that genealogy of the &mily sont 
to me by the post, and written, as I since under- 
stand, by Mr. Twisden, who died at the battle 
of Mons, and has a monument in Westminster* 
abbey, suitable to the respect which is due to his 
wit and valour.^' 

This letter, which is dated May the 1st, 1709, 
and forms part of the eleventh number of the 
Tatler, contains a very ingenious and humorous 
genealogy of the &mily of the Staffs. Its author, 
who was a captain of foot in Sir Richard Tem- 
ple's regiment, and aid*de-camp to John Duke 
of Argyll, fell, in the service of his country, dur- 
ing the course of the year which produced this 
epistle, at the age of twesty-nine ; and to him we 
inay with propriety apply the beautiful lines of 
Collins : 

Blest youth, regardful of thy doom. 
Aerial hands shall build thy tomb. 
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With ibadovy trophies crown^ ; 
Whilst Honour bath'd in tears shall rove 
To sigh thy name through every grove, 

And call his heroes roand* 



SI. Ja^oss Heywood, the author of m letter in 
the Spectator, was for many years a wholesale 
linen-draper on Fish-streeC-hill, and maintained a 
high degree of respectability in the city. He 
was a governor of Si. Bartholomew's, Christ's, 
Bridewell, and Bethlem-hospitals, and of the 
London workhouse; but feeling no inclination 
for a public life, he chose to pay the customary 
fine of 500/* on being elected alderman of Aid- 
gate ward. He died in the 90th year of his age, 
at his hoTMe in Austin-friars, July the 2Sd, 1776, 
having retailed his health and spirits undl within 
a short period of his departure* 

The letter which Mr. Heywood contributed 
to the Spectator is included in N^ 268, and is 
written to complain of a very ofiensive mode of 
jesting, which, at that time, prevailed at the 
thes^e, a place of amusonent to which Mr. 
Heywood was particularly partial, and wher^ he 
bad the misfortune to have his nose severely 
pulled by way of humour and frolic, and as a 
specimen of corporeal wit. 

It appears also, Arom a paper in the Guardian j, 
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that Mr. HejH'^ood was a great politician, and 
that he was himself, in the early part of his life, 
the slave of a habit which, though not so hostile 
to the feelings of his neighbours as palling of 
noses, was at least very injurious to their apparel. 
''There is a silly habit/' says Steele, "among 
many of our minor orators, who display their 
eloquence in the several coflfee-housesH>f this ^r 
city, to the no small annoyance of considerable 
numbers of her majesty's spruce and loving sub- 
jects, and that is a humour they have got of twist- 
ing off your buttons. These ingenious gentle- 
men are not able to advance three words until 
they have got fast hold of one of your buttons; 
but as soon as they have procured such an exceU 
lent handle for discourse, they will indeed pro- 
ceed with great elocution. I know not how well 
some may have escaped, but for my part I have 
often met with them to my cost ; having, I be- 
lieve, within these three years last past been ar«. 
gued out of several dozens, insomuch that I have 
for some time ordered my tailor to bring me 
home with every suit a dozen at least of spare 
one^, to supply the place of such as from time to^ 
time are detached, as an help to discourse, by 
the vehement gentlemen before mentioned. This, 
way of holding a man in discourse is much prac<* 
tised in the coffee-houses within the city, and 
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«lt>es not indeed so much prevail at the politer 
«nd.of the town. It is, likewise, more frequent* 
ly made use of among the small politicians than 
any other body of men ; I am therefore some- 
thing cautious of entering into a controversy 
with this species of statesmen, especially the 
younger fry ; for if you offer in the least to dis- 
sent from any thing that one of these advances, 
be immediately steps up to you, takes hold of one 
of your buttons, and indeed will soon convince 
you of the strength of his argumentation. I re- 
member upon the news of Dunkirk's being deli- 
vered into our hands, a brisk little fellow, a poli- 
tician and an able engineer, had got into the 
middle of Batson's coffee-house, and was fortify- 
ing Graveling for the service of the most chris- 
tian king with all imaginable expedition. The 
work was carried on with such success, that in 
less than a quarter of an hour's time he had made 
it almost impregnable, and in the opinion of se- 
veral worthy citizens who had gathered round 
him, full as strAig both by sea and land as Dun- 
kirk ever could pretend to be. I happened, 
jrawever, unadvisedly to attack some of his out- 
works ; upon which, to show his great skill like- 
wise in the offensive part, he immediately made 
an assault upon one of my buttons, and carried 
it in less than two minutes, notwithstanding I 
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made as handsome a defence as was possible. 
He had likewise invested a second^ and would 
certainly have been master of that too in a very 
little time> had he not been diverted from this 
enterprise by the arrival of a coarier, who brought 
advice that his presence was absolutely neces* 
sary in the disposal of a beaver ; upon which ho 
raised the siege, and indeed retreated with pre- 
cipitation/' 

" The real person here alluded to,'' remarks 
the annotator on this piissage, *^ was Mr. James 
Heywood. He outlived this silly habit^ how* 
ever, and gave the annotator this, and a varie^ 
of simibr information, gratis, for he was not a 
button worse or better for it *." 

32. Isaac Watts was born at Southampton, 
on the 17th of July, 1674. He was the eldest 
of nine children, and exhibited, even in his in- 
fancy, so much attachment to books, that when 
but four years of age he began to acquire the 
Latin language, of which, along%ith Greek and 
Hebrew, he shortly afterwards obtained a com- 
petent knowledge, under the tuition of the Kev. 
Mr. P^nhom, master of the Free-school at South- 
ampton. 

Having chosen to dissent from the established 
* Guardian, vol. ii. p. 11, 12, 13, and the note. 
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churchy he was, in 1690, placed under the care 
of the Rev. Thomas Rowe, who taught an aca« 
demy in London; and in 1693 he united in com- 
munion with the congregation of his tutor, a 
man of great worth, and the pastor of a hody of 
Independents. 

On the completion of his academical studies 
he returned, at the age of twenty, to his father's 
house, where for two years he exclusively de- 
voted himself to a preparation for the awful du- 
ties to which he was destined. At the close of 
this period, heing invited by Sir John Hartopp 
to reside with him as domestic tutor to his son, 
he embraced the proposal, and during the five 
years which he spent under this gentleman'^ 
roof, he perfected himself in a critical knowledge 
of the Greek and Hebrew Scriptures. 

It was in the last year of his residence with 
Sir John that he undertook the sacred functions 
of his profession, by preaching on his birth-day, 
1698, and very shortly afterwards he was fixed 
upon as an assistant to the Rev. Br. Chauncey, 
on whose death, in 1701-2 he was appointed to 
fill the pastoral office as his successor. 

Scarcely, however, had he assumed the charge 
of hiQ flock, before a dangerous illness so com- 
pletely interrupted his duties, that the congre- 
gation deemed it necessary to provide him with 
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a regular assistant in the person of Mr. Samuel 
Price, whose services commenced in July, 1703. 
To such a state of debility, indeed, was Mn 
Watts reduced by this attack, that some years 
elapsed ere he was able to renew his former ex- 
ertions; on the re-establishment of his health, 
however, he again punctually, and with uncom- 
mon assiduity, performed all the duties of his 
station, until, in September, 1712, he was once 
more afflicted with disease ; with a fever so vio- 
lent, that his constitution sufifered from it an irre- 
trievable shock; and, though he survived the 
period commonly assigned to human life, he felt 
the injuries which it had occasioned even to the 
hour of his death. 

The calamity, however, was productive of an 
event which made ample compensation for all 
that he had undergone ; his extreme languor and 
depression, combined with a well-founded admi- 
ration of his moral character and talents, called 
forth into active exertion the benevolence and 
friendship of Sir Thomas Abney, who, in a 
manner which could not be resisted, invited him 
to his house, was indefsitigable in his endeavours 
for the restoration of his health, and had the sa- 
tisfaction of seeing him restored to his vvouted 
cheerfulness and utility. Under the hospitable 
roof of this gentleman and his lady. Dr. Watts 
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^ent the remainder of his life ; for six and thirty 
years he was treated by the members of this fa- 
mily with unremitting deference and esteem; for, 
though Sir Thomas lived but eight years to en- 
joy the society of our worthy divine, equal pro- 
tection and domestic comforts were extended to 
him by his widow and her daughters. 

In October 1716, four years after the com- 
mencement of his illness, he returned to the du- 
ties of his ministry, which, during his confine- 
ment, had been performed by Mr. Price, as joint 
pastor. In 1728 the universities of Edinburgh 
and Aberdeen conferred upon him, without his 
knowledge, and in the most respectful manner, 
the degree of doctor in divinity, an honour which 
his piety, his learning, and philosophy had long 
merited. 

Until the infirmities of old age overtook him. 
Dr. Watts continued, not only to discharge his 
official fiinctions with exemplary regularity, but 
to benefit the public by the productions of his 
pen ; at length, increasing weakness compelled 
him to relinquish both employments ; his resig- 
nation as a minister, however, was not accepted ; 
nor would his congregation, though remunerating 
another pastor, omit the salary that he had been 
accustomed to receive. 

Dr. Watts died uQder the roof of Lady Abney, 
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without pain or struggle, on the 25th of Novem* 
bcr, 1748, aged seventy-four. 

In his literary character. Dr. Watts may be 
considered as a poet, a philosopher, and a theo- 
logian. In the first of these departments, if he 
did not attain a very high rank, he was, at least, 
considerably above mediocrity; and his devo- 
tional poetry, in particular, possesses a sweetness 
and simplicity, both in thought and diction, 
which deservedly acquired for it, especially 
among the Dissenters, with whom his psalms and 
hymns are in daily use, an established reputa- 
tion. 

His philosophical productions can claim the 
Tare merit, of being always practically useful, 
and have been of the most essential service in the 
education of youth. His logic has received the 
highest encomium by its admission into the uni- 
versities; his Phihsophieal Essays; his Treatise 
on Education, &c. &c. are conducive to the best 
purposes of morality and instruction ; and on his 
work entitled The In^rofoemerU qf the Mind, no 
greater or happier eulogium can be given than 
what the following paragraph from Dr. Johnson 
aflbrds: 

'* Few books have been perused by me with 
greater pleasure than his ' Improvement of the 
Mind/ of which the radical principle may in- 
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deed be found in Lockers 'Conduct of the Under- 
standing i' but they are so expandied and rami- 
fied by Watts> as to confer upon him the merit 
of a work in the highest degree useful and pleas- 
ing. Whoever has tkie care of instructing others, 
may be charged with deficiency in his duty if 
this book is not recommended *.'* 

In theology the compositions of our author are 
uncommonly numerous; and every page displays 
his unaffected piety, the purity of his principles, 
the mildness of his disposition, and the great 
goodness of his heart. The style of all his works 
is perspicuous, correct, and frequently elegant ; 
and, happily fi>r mankind, his labours have been 
translated and dispersed with a zeal which does* 
honour to human nature; for there are probably 
few persons who have studied the writings of 
Dr. Watts without a wish for improvement; 
without an effort to become a wiser or a better 
member of society. 

This slight sketch of Dr. Watts*s life has been 
occasioned by his contribution to the Spectator, 
of a Letter and a Psalm in N" 461. The letter, 
after a well-merited compliment to die editor on 
the taste and mbrality-which distinguish his pe- 
riodical essays, contains some just critical obser- 
^ Lives of the Foets, vol. iii. p. S4s5. 
z 2 
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▼adoDS on the 114th psalm; and these are soc- 
ceeded by a literal and m^cal Tersion of the 
sacred ode, in which the Doctor has preserved 
with fidelity a peculiar beauty that he had dis- 
covered in the ccMidact and arrangement of the 
original. 

S3. Anthony Henlbt v?as the son of Sir Ro- 
bert Henley, of the Grange in Hampshire ; and 
inherited from his father, who occupied for many 
years the lucrative office of Master's Place of the 
King's Bench Court, an unencumbered estate of 
three thousand pounds per annum. 

He was educated at Oxford, where he early 
distinguished himself by the elegance of his taste, 
and by a critical knowledge of ancient literature. 
Shortly after .his arrival in this celebrated uni- 
versity, however, he met with such a reception 
from Dr. Goodwin, then president of Magdalen 
College, that the impression which it occasioned 
was nerer obliteratdl during his life. The Doc- 
tor, who was the rigid patriarch of indepen- 
dency, and the intimate friend of Cromwell, was 
of opinion, that there could be no religion un- 
accompanied by gloom and melancholy ; and he 
therefore systematically surrounded himself with 
an apparatus calculated to excite despondency 
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and teitor. The interview of young Henley with 
this formidable divine has been thus related by 
Addison. 

" A gentleman^ who was lately * a great or- 
nament to the learned worlds has diverted me 
more than once with an account of the reception 
which he met with from a very famous indepen- 
dent minister^ who was head of a college in those 
days. This gentleman was then a young ad- 
venturer in the republic of letters^ and just fitted 
out for the university with a good cargo of Latin 
and Greek. His friends were resolved that he 
should try his fortune at an election which was 
drawing near in the college, of which the inde- 
pendent minister, whom I have before mention- 
ed, was governor. The youth, according to cus- 
tom, waited on him in order to be examined. 
He was received at the door by a servant, who 
was one of that gloomy generation that were 
then in fashion. He conducted him, with great 
silence and seriousness, to a long gallery, which 
was darkened at noon-day, and' had only a single 
candle burning in it. After a short stay in this 
melancholy apartment, he was led into a cham< 
ber hung with black, where he entertained him- 
self for some time by the glimmering of a taper, 
until at length the head of the college came out 

* Mr. Henley died the year before this was written^ 
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to him, from an inner room, with half a dozen 
night-caps upon his head ; and religious horror 
in his countenance. The young man trembled ; 
but his fears increased, when, instead of being 
asked what progress he had made in learning, 
he was examined how he abounded in grace. His 
Latin and Greek stood him in little stead ; he 
was to give an account only of the state of his 
soul ; whether he was of the number of the elect; 
what was the occasion of the conversion ; upOn 
what day of the month, and hour of the day it 
happened; how it was carried on, and when 
completed. The whole examination was summed 
up with one short question, namely, whether he 
was prepared for death ? The boy, who had been 
bred up by honest parents, was frighted out of 
his wits at the solemnity of the proceeding, and 
by the last dreadful interrogatory ; so that, upon 
making his escape out of this house of mourning, 
he could never be brought a second time to the 
exaniination, as not being able to go through the 
terrors of it*.*' 

After some years spent at the university, Mr. 
Henley relinquished it for the metropolis, where 
he soon became familiar with the learned and the 
great. To the former, he was recommended by 
the accomplishments of his mind, and by the 
* Spectator, N«494. 
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generosity of his patronage ; to the latter by his 
wit and gaiety, and by the easy elegance of his 
manners. He was no less a favourite with the 
ladies; and from his poetry and gallantry he was 
thought to resemble the character of Tibullus. 

With the Earls of Dorset and Sunderland he 
was peculiarly intimate; and he cultivated a 
friendship of the strictest kind with a Mr. Nor- 
ton, of Southwick in Hampshire, a gentleman 
whose temper, whose studies and pursuits were 
very similar to his own. This cordiality long 
subsisted fervent and unimpaired; but at lengthy 
from some cause which cannot now be ascertain* 
ed, they quarrelled, they separated, and both 
immediately married. Mr, Henley selected the 
daughter of the Honourable Peregrine Bertie, 
sister to the Countess Pawlet ; a lady who pre- 
sented him with thirty thousand pounds, and, in 
due course of time, with several fi«e children. 

Mr. Henley now turned his attention to the 
political state of his country; and in the last year 
of the reign of King William he obtained a seat 
in parliament, which he ever afterwards filled, 
for Weymouth or Melcomb, in the county of 
Dorset. He was a zealous defender of the prin- 
ciples of liberty, as established by the Revolu- 
tion; and had the firmness to move in the House 
of Commons for an address to her Majesty, that 
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she would be grackmsly pleased to promote Mi^ 
Benjamin Hoadley, for his strenuous exertions in 
Vindicating the constitution of 1688; a motion 
which for a time rendered him an object of ha- 
tred to the Jacobites and Non-jorors. 

The fayonrite diversion of Mr. Henley was 
mosic, of which he was an exquisite judge. He 
sung with great art, and performed upon several 
instruments with approved skill ; he wrote seve- 
ral poems also for music, and the greater part of 
the opera of Alexander, which vras set by his 
friend Mr. Purcel. So highly, indeed, was his 
knowledge of this charming art esteemed, that 
not an opera could be certain of applause until 
it had received his approbation. 

His social and companionable qualities, his vi- 
vacity and humour, rendered him a valuable ac- 
quisition to the first associations of conviviality 
and wit. He was, therefore, a member of seve- 
ral clubs ; and among these, of the celebrated 
Kit-Cat, where he became acquainted with Dr. 
Garth, who entertained so high an opinion of his 
abilities and character, that he dedicated his 
Dispensary to him in terms which must lead the 
reader to form a very exalted idea of the virtues 
and accomplishments of our author. 

This amiable man died on the eleventh of Au- 
gust, 1711^ at a period of life when his friends 
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|ind the public had reason to hope for a much 
longer enjoyment of his worth and utility. 

Though the compositions of Mr. Henley, both 
in politics and general literature, are supposed to 
have been numerous, they are at present little 
known, owing probably to the anonymous forni 
under which they appeared. ** Mr. Henley," 
«ay8 his earliest biographer, *' wrote several 
things, though he did not put his name to them ; 
I have been informed, that he often assisted the 
writers of the Tatler and Medley. Be it as it will, 
'tis certain no man wrote with more wit and 
more gaiety. He affected a low simplicity in his 
writings, and in particular was extremely happy 
in touching the manners and passions of parents 
and children, masters and servants, peasants and 
tradesmen, using their expressions so naturally 
and aptly, that he has very frequently disguised 
by it both his merit and character *.'' 

That our author was a frequent correspondent 
of Steele in the tatler may be deduced from 
Gay's pamphlet, entitled " The Present State of 
Wit.'* " I have heard,'* remarks that gentle- 
man to his friend, speaking of the Tatler, *' that 
several of those letters which came as from un- 

♦ See Memoirs of the Most Illustrious Persons, who died 
in the year 1711, ps^e 534. London, 8vo. 1712. 
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known hands were written by Mr. Henley ; 
which is an answer to your query, who those 
friends are whom Mr. Steele speaks of in his Jast 
Tatler *.*' The annotator^ likewise^ upon N** 25 
of the Tatler> having occasion to mention Mr. 
Henley, observes, *' this fine gentleman and ele- 
gant writer was certainly a writer in the Tatler, 
and, it may be, in the first or second volumes of 
the Spectator. The late Bishop of Rochester, 
Dr. Z. Pearce, remembered his having read, or 
heard read, a paper written by A. Henley, Esq. 
which Steele thought too severe on the ministry, 
and durst not venture to publish f .^' 

Yet, notwithstanding there is great probability 
in the supposition that Mr. Henley was a con- 
tributor to every volume of the Tatler, only one 
piece can be ^pointed out as certainly his ; and 
that is, a Letter in No. 193, tokhthe signature of 
J, Downes, It is a composition of a political and 
satirical cast; for, under the character of the sup- 
posed writer (Downes the prompter) the first 
Duke of Leeds is alluded to, and by '' a gentle- 
man of the inns of court,'' is meant Harley the 
minister. Of this letter C. Gibber has expressed 
his opinion, by declaring that '' the affiurs of the 

♦ Swift's Works, Nichols's edition, vol. xviii. p. 38, S9. 
t Tatler, ocUvo edition cf 1797, voL i. p. 993, Note& 
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«tate and the stage are compared in it with a 
great deal of wit and humour * ;" and Steele, in 
a letter addressjed to Nestor Ironside, Esq. in the 
Guardian, and signed with his own name, has 
4;has spoken of it : " Old Downes is a fine piece 
of raillery, of which I wish I had been author. 
.All I had to do in it was to strike out what re* 
Jated to a gentlewoman about the queen, whom I 
thought a woman free from ambition, and I did 
it out of regard to innocence fJ* It is remark- 
able, that when Steele wrote his preface to the 
fourth volume of the Tatler, he was ignorant Uiat 
Henley was the writer of this epistle, though one 
of his most intimate j&iends, and classes it as the 
production of an unknown ^ correspondent. It 
should not be concealed, likewise, that Mr. Tem- 
ple Stanyan is said to have assisted Henley in 
the conqn^sition oCthis pditical satire. 

34. James Greenwood was the teacher of a 
boarding-schopl at Woodford in Essex, and the 
i^uthor of an '' Essay towards a practical English 
Grammar,^' which was accompanied with notes. 
At the commencement of the 1 8th century, when 
few attempts had been made to regulate the struc- 
ture of our language, this was a very valuable 

• * Life of Otbfoer, vol. i. p. 398, edition of 1756, iSmow 
tN»53. 
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work, and justly entitled the ¥mter to the thaukv 
of his coantr3anen« Mr. Greenwood contributed 
a very useinl letter to the Tatler on edacation, 
N* 234 ; in which he particularly insists on the 
advantage and propriety of well grounding the 
student in the English grammar preparatory to 
his initiation in classical literature. Towards 
the close of this epistle, he speaks in high terms 
of a grammar, with notes, then in the press, and 
which was afterwards published in 17 11 *. *' On 
one page of this grammar,'^ says the annotator, 
*' prefixed or annexed, was engraven the head of 
Cato the Censor, in compliment to Steele in the 
character of Bickerstaff ; and from the other, he 
(the annotator) copied faithfully the following 
recommendation of the book. *' This treatise 
being submitted to my censure, that I may pass 
it with integrity, I must declare, — ^That as gram- 
mar, in genera], is on all hands allowed the foun- 
dation of all arts and sciences ; so it appears to 
me, that this grammar of the En^sh tongue has 
done that justice to our language, which till now 
it never obtained. The text will improve the 
most ignorant, and the notes will employ the 

* The full title of this grammar is as follows : *' A Gram- 
mar of the English Tongue, with Notes, giving the Grounds 
and Reason of Grammar in general, printed for Jehn 
Brightiand, 1711.»» 
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most learned. I therefore enjoin all my female 
correspondents to buy and study this grammar, 
that their letters may be something less enigma- 
tic; and on all my male correspondents like- 
wise, who make no conscience of false spelling 
and false English, I lay the same injunction, on 
pain of having their epistles exposed in their 
own proper dress, in my Lucubrations. Isaac 
Bickersta£^ Censor *." Mr. Greenwood was, at 
one period of his life, surmaster of SU Paul's 
school ; and, besides his grammatical essay, pub- 
lished *' The London Vocabulary,'* and a selec- 
tion of poems, under Ihe title of The Virgin 
Muse. He appears to have been a yery worthy 
and respectable man. 

35. John Weaver. Of this gentleman little 
more is known than that he wrote a letter in N** 
334 of the JS^iectator, on Dancing; in the course of 
which he announces his intention of shortly pub- 
lishing an Essay on this elegant art. The letter 
18 dated March the 24th, 1712; and before the 
close of the same year he executed his intention 
by printing the work with the following title : 
'' An Essay towards a History of Dancing; in 
which the whole art, and its various excellen- 
cies^ are in some .measure explained. Contain- 
♦ Tatler, ?oL iv. p. 992, Note. 
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ing the several sorts of dancing, antiqae and mo^ 
dem^ serious, scenical, grotesque, &c. With the 
«i8e^of it as an exercise, qualification, diyersion, 
&c." London, 12mo. 

I have had no opportunity of perusing Mr. 
Weaver's book ; but I must in justice say, that 
his letter in the Spectator rei9ects considerable 
credit on his abilities, and exhibits a much greater 
portion of learning than usually falls to the lot 
of a dancing-master. Steele has spoken with ap- 
probation of his book in N° 466 of the Spectator. 

36. Richard Parker, the intimate iriend^ and 
fellow-collegian of Steele at Merton College, Ox- 
ford *, is recorded as a contributor both to the 
Tatler and Spectator. He took his degree of 
M. A. at Oxford, on April the 17th, 1697, and 
was esteemed one of the most accomplished scho^ 
fetrs of his time. Oldiswoith, in his Life of £d« 
Hiund Smith, copied by Dr. Johnson in his Lives^ 
has mentioned Mr. Parker as particularly inti- 
mate with> liiat poet ; and has related that Smith; 
having finished a translation of Longinus, '' sub-^ 
mitted it to the judgment of the Rev. Mr. Richard 
Parker, an exact critic in the Greek Tonguef ." 

* See vol. i. of these Essays, p. 43, 
t Jolmsoa's Lives of the Poets, vol. ii. p. 15, edition ot 
1797. 



,y Google 



BIOGRAPHICAL At4D CRITICAL SKETCHES. 351 

Mr. Parker was for many years vicar of Em- 
1)161011, in Northumberland, a living which had 
been given him by his college; and it is said, by 
the annotator on the edition of the Tatler pub- 
lished in 1797, that " fourteen or fifteen years 
ago it was still in the remembrance of several 
gentlemen in Bamburyshire, that Steele spent 
some time with Mr, Parker on his way to, or 
from, Edinburgh *." 

Though Mr. Parker was much respected in 
the North for his virtues, his learning and polite-* 
ness, he was by no means calculated as a com- 
panion for the generality of those who surrounded 
him. His parishioners and neighbours were, for 
the most part, great fox-hunters and great drink- 
ers ; and their importunate hospitality and bois- 
terous mirth were so oppressive to our divinej 
that he found himself under the necessity of de- 
clining their society. The first letter in N** 474 
of the Spectator, which is occupied by a descrip* 
tion of the unpleasant consequences of such rural 
company, has been, with great probability, as- 
cribed to Mr. Parker. It gives a striking pic- 
ture of the uneducated manners and gross ex- 
cesses that characterized the gentlemen of the 
chase about a century ago ; when pleasures of a 
more refined nature, and the resources of elegant 
* Tatler, t©1. ii. p. 498, Note. 
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literature were, when compared with their ^rr« 
sent diffbsioD, the portioo bot of very few. Mr. 
Parker has exprea^d his sufferings in strong 
language. " It is to me/' he observes, '* an in- 
supportable affliction, to be tormented with the 
narrations of a set of people, who are warm in 
their expresxions of the quick relish of that plea- 
sure which their dogs and horses have a more 
delicate taste of. I do also in my heart detest 
and abhor that damnable doctrine and position, 
of the necessity of a bumper, thou^ to one's 
own toast; for though it is pretended that these 
deep potations are used only to inspire gaiety, 
they certainly drown that cheerfulness which 
would survive a moderate circulation.'' 

Mr. Parker lived to a very advanced age, and 
died thq vicar of Embleton. He was a man of 
exemplary virtue, and was considered, by the 
best judges, as a most accomplished classical 
scholar. 

37. Nicholas Rowe, the son of John Rowe, 
Esq. Serjeant at law, was born at Little Berkford, 
in Bedfordshire, in 1673. He obtained the prior 
part of his education at a private school in High- 
gate, and was afterwards removed to Westmin- 
ster, where, under the care of the celebrated Dr. 
Busby^ he made a rapid progress in the acquiai- 
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tlon of the learned languages^ and at the age of 
fifteen was elected one of the king's scholars. 

His father^ who had destined him to the study 
of the law, thought him qualified, when sixteen, 
for a student of the Middle Temple; and for 
6ome years he prosecuted the initiatory studies 
of his profession with so much zeal and ability, 
as to promise the attainment of considerable emi- 
nence as a barrister. The death of his father, 
however, which took place when he had reached 
his nineteenth year, relaxed his efibrts; and a 
partiality for elegant literature, and especially 
for poetry, which he had early imbibed with en- 
thusiasm during his residence at Westminster, 
began to share, and at length to occupy the whole 
of his time. 

The fi*uit of this change in the direction of his' 
pursuits, was, at the age of twenty-fire, the pro- 
duction of a tragedy, under the title of J7ie Am- 
bitious Siep-Motker, and which being received 
with very general applause, fixed him for ever 
in the service of the Moses. He relinquished, 
therefore, entirely any further attention to his 
profession; and we are to view him, for some 
years,' as almost exclusively occupied ju writing 
for the stage. 

We shall therefore proceed to notice briefly 
his dramatic pieces without interruption from in* 
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allttfioo to penwiyi tke» actiag aa impMtaait 
part on ^ palitkal rtage, set with more ap- 
pbttie tlHui it iotnoiicaUj aMvited. Whea it 
wa« knows that Tamrriinr waa diawn for King 
Williani, and Bs^aaet fiw Ltwii die Fbnrtoenth, 
nothing at that time was wanting to render it fi 
fiiToorite with the pnblie. 

To Mb Pindar prodnction soeceede^in 17Q3, 
the tr^^y •f the Pair Feakmi,itbu^, frim the 
beauty and mek>dy <^ the Tersificationy the swee^ 
neas oi the diction, and tbe interesting oondoct 
of the &b]e, still eonUmies to attract, with power 
equal to what it first pasasBsed, the kyvers and 
admirers of the drama. It has had Ike merit, 
likewise, of famishing toBichardaon tiie basis on 
which he has constructed the highly-finished 
character of Lovelace. 

The next two tragedieaof Rowe* the Ufyssos 
acted in 1706, and the Rq^^i Compart in 1708, 
met with a very cold reception on the stage, and 
are now no longer remembered. The poet, how- 
ever, made ample atonement for these £ulures 
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by the composition of his Jane Share, the best 
and most, pathetic of his pkys^ and which^ toge* 
ther with his Fair Penitent^ will remain a dur« 
able monument of his genius. The last dramatic 
efibrt of our author was Lady Jane Gr^, greatly 
inferior in every respect to its immediate prede- 
cessor, and which seems to have excited little at* 
tention, either on its first appearance, or since. 

Rowe, as a dramatic poet, has not attained the 
highest excellencies of his art ; he is not distin- 
guished for his powers of exciting either pity or 
t.error, nor are his characters boldly or accurately 
discriminated ; in these respects, which form the 
essential virtues of the tragic bard, he is not only 
inferior to Shakspeare, with whom competition 
may be pronounced nearly hopeless, but to 
Fletcher, to Massinger^ and to Otway*. The 
qualities which have enabled Bowe to maintain 
his station on the stage are, the dignity and me- 
lody of his verse } the amatory softness which 
breathes through many of his scenes ; the beauty 
of his sentiments, and the interesting con^ruc- 
tion of his fables. 

Not content with the cypress wreath of Mel- 
pomene, our poet ventured, in 1706, to court the 

* See some excellent observations on the comparative 
merit* of Mftssinger and Bowe in Cnmbertend's Observer, 
N«88. 
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Mwe of Cantdj, mmA broiigkt fanmd aft the 
theatre at liocofai's-iBS-fields a piece of this de- 
tcriptioB,n three actiyCadledTlrBBior. It was, 
hofwever, to completeiy dcficieat ia the rtt co- 
anca, that, thoi^ it is recoided of iti a^hor that 
be sat laoghiDg almost coamfaircly ia the hooic 
at what he deemed incompaiaMe strokes of wit, 
tlie audience onaoimoasly, and Tery seriously 
and indignantly, condemned it to perpetual ob- 
lirioo. 

Two works which employed much of Mri 
Rowers time and attention remain to be no6ced. 
The first is an edition of Shakspeare's plays, 
which he published in 1709, with a diort life of 
Shaktpeare prefixed. He appears not to have 
been well qualified for this task ;' Rowe, says 
Mr. Capell, ** went no further than to the edi- 
4ion nearest to him in time, which was the folio 
'Of 1685, the last and worst of these impressions : 
l4iis he republished with great exactness; cor- 
recting here and there some of its grossest mis^ 
takes, and dividing into acts and scenes the plays' 
that were not divided before *. The second is a 
version of Lucan's Pharsalia, in the rhymed cou- 
plet of ten syllables, which, though fiirished be- 
fore, was not published until ten years after his 

'* Ccypell's edition of 'Shakipearei IntroductiQo, p. 15, 
16. London, 1767. 
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death. This is a very successful attempt^ and 
exhibits the spirit and genius of the Romaic bard 
with great energy and fidelity. The versifica- 
tion, if not equal, in point of vigour, richness, 
and variety, to that of Pope, or Mickle, as it ap« 
pears in the Iliad and Lusiad, is rarely defec« 
tive in smoothness and modulation, and sometimes 
displays a considerable portion of melo4y and 
beauty. The miscellaneous poems of Rowe, pub- 
lished in the editions of the British Poets, are, 
with the exception of The Despairing Shepherd, 
of little value. 

The pecuniary circumstances of our author, 
which had been originally independent, were in 
the latter part of his life augmented to affluence 
by places under government. In the reign of 
Queen Anne, he had been appointed by the Duke 
of Queensberry secretary for public affairs ; and 
upon the death of bis Grace, it is related that, 
with a view to preferment, he frequently at- 
tended the levees of the Earl of Oxford, where 
at length an incident of rather a ludicrous nature 
put an end to his assiduities. . '^ Mr. Rowe," 
says the vrriter of his life in the Biographia Bri-< 
tannica, ** going one day to pay his court to th« 
Earl, then advanced to be Lord High Treasurer, 
was courteously received by his lordship, who 
asked him if he understood Spanish, well ? He 
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answered no; but thinkiog that the Earl nti^t 
intend to send him into Spain on some honour^ 
able commianon, he presently added, that he did 
not doabt in a short time both to understand and 
speak it : and the treasurer approTing of what 
he said^ Mr. Sowe took his leave, and immedi* 
ately retired to a private country farm-house; 
where in a few months having learnt Spanish, 
he waited again upon the Earl, to acquaint him 
with his diligence ; wberenpon his lordriiip ask* 
ing if he was sore he understood the language 
thoroughly, and oar author answering in the a& 
firraatfve, that fathomless minister burst oat into 
the following exclamation : ' How happy are yoa, 
Mr. Rowe, that yoa can enjoy the pleasure of 
reading and understanding Don Quixote in the 
original * ♦ !** 

For the disappointment which he thus suffered 
he was liberally consoled on the accession of 
George the First, when he was immediately made 
, poet-iaureat, and one of the hnd surveyors of 
the customs in the port of London. To these not 
very congenial employments were shortly afier* 
wards added the clerirship of the council to the 
Prince of Wales, and the secretaryship of the 
presentations, to which, without any solicitation 
on his part, he was instantly appointed by the 
» Vol. V. p. 3521, Note E. 
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lord cliancellor Plarker on his receival of the 
«ea]s« 

His enjo3niieiit of these promotions ws, how- 
ever, bnt of i^oft duration ; for he died on the 
sixth of Decemher, 1718, aged forty-four, and 
was buried on the nineteenth of the same month 
in Westminster-abbey* 

Mr. Rowe twice Entered into ^e conjugal 
state, and had a son by his first* and a flatighter 
by his second, wife. He was a mate elegant in 
fais person and manners, of a lively and amiable 
temper, yet partial to occasional solitude; he 
therefore frequently retired into the country, 
where, according to the relation of his friend. 
Dr. Welwood, he usually employed his time in 
the, study of divinity and ecclesiastical history. 
He was not only well acquainted with the learned 
languages, but familiar with French, Italian, and 
Spanish, the first of which he spoke with flu- 
ency, 

Mr. Rowe was the author of a single letter in 
the Guardian, N^ 1 16, signed with the initials of 
fais name. In N^ 98 of^ the same paper, Addison 
had given notice of the erection of a lion's head 
at Button's coffi^e-house, the expanded mouth of 
which was intended for the reception of such 
letters and pa^rs as might be sent him by his 
correspondents ; and Mr. Rowe, who representt 
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himself as in the country^ probably in one of his 
usual retirements, humorously petitions in his 
letter for an out-rjding lion, or a couple of jack- 
alls, for the accommodation of those who by dis- 
tance are rendered incapable of paying their 
respects to his metropolitan Majesty *, 

38. Goldin6,Mr. To Mr. Golding, concern- 
ing whose life and character no circumstances 
have reached the present times, has been attri- 
buted the first letter in N** 250 of the Spectator^ 
It is an elegant and entertaining essay on the 
language of the eyes, as descriptive of the va- 
rious pattions which agitate the human breast.- 
" Love, anger, pride, and avarice," remarks the 
author, *' all visibly move in those little orbs/^ 

The expression of love and desire in the eye^ 
has more particularly been the theme of the poets 
in every age; and some have been peculiarly 
happy in painting that tender languor, that tre- 

* The folbwing paragraph, which I copy from the Lon- 
don papers, announces the fate of this celebrated, and I may 
say, classical head. " The beautiful carved and gilt Lion's 
Head Letter»box, which was formerly at Button's cofiee- 
house, was on Wednesday, Noyember the 7tb, J 804, knock- 
ed down at the Shal^speare tavern, Covent-garden, to Mr. 
Richardson, for 17/. 10*. The Antiquarian Society of- 
fered Mr. CampbeU 100 guineas for this piece of curiosity 
wot twelv^ months since.'' 
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mulods BXid voluptuous lights that dewy radiance 
which imparts to the eye a fascination so irre- 
sistibly attractive. Anacreon possesses several 
exquisite delineations of this kind, and in his 
twenty-eighth ode has applied the term TTPOS, 
or hiimid^ to the eyes of Cytherea; an epithet 
which has probably given birth to an admirable 
line in Collins*s Ode to Pity : 

Long, Pity, let the nations view 
Thy sky-worn robes of tenderest blue, 
jind eyes qfdeuBy light. 

No bard, however, has on this subject equalled 
Tasso ; nor can there readily be found two lines 
of greater beauty, or descriptive accuracy, than 
what the following exhibit : , 

Qnal raggio in onda le scintilla un riso 
Negli umidi occhi tremolo et lascivo. 

39. Robert Harper, the author of a letter 
with the signature of M. D. in N** 480 of the 
Spectator, was an eminent conveyancer of Lin- 
colnVinn. It is related, that in this letter, which 
does not occupy a single page, Steele made se« 
veral alterations, and that the original draught 
was communicated to the annotators by the Rev. 
Mr. Harper, of the British Museum. The tenor 
of this brief epistle is such as to induce us to sup- 
pose« that Mr. Harper was a man of consider^ 
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able merit, bat that his abilities were obscured ^ 
by an excessive, and therefore iDJarioiis, degree 
of diffidence. 

40. Peter Anthony Mottecx, a native of 
France^ was bom at Rouen, in Normandy, in 
1660. He chose England as his place of resl« 
dence on the revocation of the edict of Nantz, 
and for some time lived with his reh^on, P^ul 
Dominique, Esq. Mr. Mottenx is one of the few 
Frenchmen who have obtained a perfect know, 
ledge of oar language ; he acquired, indeed, such 
an intimacy with its idiom and colloquial ex- 
pression, that his translations from the Spanish 
and the French exhibit completely the air <rf 
original composition. '* Motteux,'' observes Mr. 
Tytler, speaking of his version of Don Quixote^ 
'' with no great abilities as an original writer, 
appears to me to have been endowed with a 
strong perception of the ridiculous in human cha* 
racter ; a just discernment of the weaknesses and 
follies of mankind. He seems, likewise, to have 
had a great command of the various styles which 
are accommodated to the expression both of grave 
burlesque, and of low humour. Inferior to Sraol* 
let in inventive genius, he seems to have equal* 
led him in every quality which was essentially 
requisite to a translator of ]>on Quixote.— On 
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the whole/' he concludes, " I am inclined to 
think, that the version of Motteux is by far the 
best we have yet seen of the romance of Cer- 
vantes*." 

Oar author engaged, likewise, in the still more 
difficult task of translating Rabelais, a writer 
whose style is so obsolete, that but few of his own 
countrymen are fully able to develope his mean- 
ing. The first three books of this singular satire 
had been so well translated by Sir Thomas Urqu- 
hart, that Motteux only continued the version ; 
and tile whole was afterwards revised by Mr. 
Ozell. Mr. Tytler has pronounced the version, 
thus corrected, ** one of the most perfect speci- 
mens of the art of translation. The best critics," 
says he, *' in both languages have borne testi- 
mony to its faithful transfusion of the sense, and 
happy imitaticm of the style of the original ; and 
every English reader will acknowledge, that it 
possesses all the ease of original composition f." 

In addition to these literary labours, Motteux 
trandated several plays, which were brought with 
some success on the stage ; he wrote also several 
prologues and epilogues, and dedicated a poem 
Oh Tea to the Spectator. All his exertions, how- 

* Essay on the Principles of Translation, p. 267, 268^ 
and 312, 2d edition, 8vo. 1797. 
t Ibid. p. 396, 397. 
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ever, as a member of the republic of letters, were 
inadequate to his support ; and he found it ne- 
cessary to relinquish his pen for the more profit- 
able returns of trade. He opened, therefore, an 
East India warehouse in Leadenhall-street, and 
obtained a valuable appointment in the General 
Post-office. His contribution to the Spectator 
is relative to this change in his condition, and 
the letter in N^288, signed with his name at 
length, may be considered as a species of adver- 
tisement, descriptive of the elegant and costly 
articles in which he dealt. 

These new emplo3rment8 soon placed our quon- 
dam translator in easy circumstances; he mar- 
ried a beautiful and amiable woman, and became 
the father of a family of fine children. All that 
life afibrds for rational and domestic enjoyment 
appeared to be now within his reach ; when the 
indulgence of licentious appptite, at an age too 
which seems to indicate that it was the result of 
habit rather than of sudden temptation, not only 
exposed his character to the world, but deprived 
him of existence. He was found dead, on the 
morning of the 19th of February, 1717-18, in a 
brothel near Temple-bar ; and so strong was the 
suspicion, arising from the combination of cir- 
cumstances, that he had been murdered by the 
wretches who surrounded him, that' the ofiibr of 
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a Conditional pardon, and a reward of fifty pounds 
for the discovery of the murderer, was advertised 
in the London Gazette. The completion of his 
58th year took place on the very day that he 
was destroyed. 

41. William Harrison, after the customary 
initiation in classical learning at Westminster 
school, completed his education at New College, 
Oxford, of which he became a fellow. He ap- 
pears to have left the university for the capital 
about the year 1708; for Swift, in a letter to 
Stella, dated October the J 3th, 1710, thus speaks 
of him : — " There is a young fellow here in 
town we are all fond of, and about a year or two 
come frotn the university, one Harrison, a little 
pretty fellow, with a great deal of wit, good 
sense, and good nature ;— he has nothing to Uve 
on but being governor to one of the Duke of 
Queensberry's sons for forty pounds a year*.** 
Fortunately for our young adventurer. Swift early 
imbibed for him a considerable degree of esteem, 
and at length seems to have felt for him the af- 
fection of a parent. 

When Steele closed the Tatler on January the 
2d, 1711, Swift advised Harrison to resume the 
subject, and to write a fifth volume of the Tat- 

« Swift's Works, Nichols's edition, vol xir. p. S28. 
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ler, pranisinf him his anistaiice, and that of Mr. 
Secretary St. John. Flattered by the proposal, 
Harrison commenced the mdertaking on Janii* 
ary the ISth^ 1711 ; on which day the Dean, 
writing to Stella, mentions the first nnmber in 
the following terms : " To-day little Harrison's 
new Tatler came ont : there is not much in it, 
hot I hope he will mend. Yon must understand 
that upon Steele's learing o£^ there were two or 
three scrub Tatlers came out» and one of them 
holds on still, and to-day it adrertised against 
Harrison's, and so there must be disputes which 
are genuine, like the straps for razors. I am 
afraid the little toad has not the true rein for 
it *.** Harrison obtained likewise the assistance 
of Henley and Congreve, and continued the work 
until May the I9th, 171 1, at which period fifty- 
two had been published, and were collected into 
a volume, which the editor called the Mh of 
the Tatler. It is greatly inferior, howerer, to 
the papers of Addiscm and Ste^ and soon sunk 
into oblivion. 

The regard which Swifl professed for our au- 
thor was about this time productive of an ap- 
pointment for him, which ought to have been as 
lucrative as it was honourable ; through his inle^ 
rest with Mr. St. J<^n, he procured for hm the 

« Swift'f Woito, Nicholas tditioii,TQl.xiT. p. SUk 
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Queen's secretaryship to lord Raby, then ambas- 
sador at the Hague. The income of this office 
diould have been full a thousand pounds a year, 
Imt government paid him not a groat ; and when 
lie returned from Utrecht with the Barrier Treaty 
in Januaryj» 1713, he was not only three or four 
hundred pounds in debt, but without a farthing 
kk his pocket. Of his extreme penury at this 
time, Swif): has recorded a Tery striking proof. 
'' Harrison,'^ says he, *^ was with me this mom^ 
ing, (Jan. 31, 1712-13,) we talked three hours;, 
and dien I carried him to court. When we went 
down to the door of my lodging, I found a coach 
waiting for him. I chid him for it; but he 
whispered me, it was impossible to do oUierwise ; 
and in the coach he told me, he had not one ^- 
thing in his pocket to pay it; and therefore 
' took the coach for the whole day, and intended 
to borrow money somewhere or other. So there 
was the Queen's minister intrusted in affairs of 
the greatest importance, without a shilling in his 
pocket to pay a coach *.'' 

It is probable, that had Mr. Harrison lived he 
would have obtained the revenue to which he 
was entitled ; he survived the incident, however, 
that we have just quoted but a fortnight, and 
died, most sincerely lamented * by Swif);, on Fe^ 
* Swia's Woi^s, vol. xy. p. 374. 



,y Google 



$6^ BICX^EAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SK&TCHES. 

bniarythe 14th, 1712-13. The passage in Swifts 
works, which records the illness and death of thi« 
' amiable young man, reflects so much honour on 
the Dean's feelings and benevolence, and forms 
so pleasing a trait in his character, that I gladly 
seize the opportunity of presenting it to my 
readers. 

Journal to Stella, February the 12th, 1712-15. 
** I found a letter on my table last night, to tell 
me that poor little Harrison, the Queen's secret 
tary that came lately from Utrecht with the Bar- 
rier Treaty, was ill, and desired to see me at 
night ; but it was late, and I could not go till to^ 
day. — I went in the morning,, and found bim 
mighty ill, and got thirty guineas for him from 
Lord Bdingbroke, and an order for a hundred 
pounds from the treasurer to be paid him to-mor- 
row ; and I have got him removed to Knights- 
bridge for the air. He has a fever and inflam- 
mation on his lungs, but I hope will do well. 

^' 1 3th. Itoas to see a poor poet, one Mr. Diaper, 
in a nasty garret, very sick. I gave him twenty gut* 
neasfrom Lord Bolingbroke, and disposed the other 
sixty to two other authors, and desired a friend to- 
receive the hundred pounds for poor Harrison,, 
and win carry it to him to-morrow morning. I 
sent to see how he did, and he is extremely ill ; 
and I am very much afflicted for him, as he is 



,y Google 



BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SKETCHES. 369 

my own creature^ and in a very honourable post, 
and very worthy of it. I am much concerned 
for this poor lad. His mother and sister attend 

im, and he wants nothing. 
** 14th. I took Pamell this morning, and we 
walked to see poor Harrison. I had the hun- 
dred pounds in my pocket. I told Pamell I was 
afraid to knock at the door ; my mind misgave 
me. I knocked, and his man in tears told me 
his master was dead an hour before. Think what 
grief this is to me ! I went to his mother, and 
have been ordering things for his funeral with 
as little cost as possible, to-morrow at ten at night. 
Lord Treasurer was much concerned when I told 
him. I could not dine with Lord Treasurer, nor 
any where else ; but got a bit of meat toward 
evening. No loss ever grieved me so much : 
poor creature ! 

'^ 15th. At ten this night I was at poor Harri- 
son's funeral, which I ordered to be as private 
as possible. We had but one coach with four 
of us ; and when it was carrying us home after 
the funeral, the braces broke, and we were 
forced to sit in it, and have it held up, till my 
man went for chairs, at eleven at nighty in terri- 
ble rain. I am come home very melancholy^ 
and will go to bed*.'* 

♦ Swift»s Works, vol. xv. p. 382, 383. 
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Some part^iof this detcripiioo appeal itrbngly 
to the heart, and the lines in Italics shew that 
Swift was not only actire in relieving distress, 
where his affections were engaged, but that he 
was charitable from principle: a feature in his 
conduct which will induce us, if any thing caa^ 
to overlook the frequent shades which darken 
and deform his character. 

Mr. Harrison was the author of I%e Medicine, 
a Tale, in N"" 2 ofSteek's Toiler; the foundation 
of which, says Sir Richard, *' is from a real ac* 
cident which happened among my acquaint- 
ance." A story, however, very similar to this 
in the leading circumstances, is thus related by 
Burton in his entertaining folio, called ^'The 
Anatomy of Melancholy ;^^^-'' An honest woman, 
I cannot now tell where she dwelt, but by report 
an honest woman she was, hearing one of her 
gossips by chance ccmiplaine of her husband's 
impatience, told her an excellent remedy for it, 
and gave her withall a glasse of water, which 
when he brawled shee should hold still in her 
mouth, and that toties quoHeM, as often as hee chid ; 
shee did so two or three times with good nsic* 
cesse, and at length seeing her neighbour, gave 
her great thanks for it, and would needs knowe 
the ingredients, she told her in briefe, what it 
was, Faire water, and no more j for it was not 
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the water, but her silence, which performed the 
cure. Let every firoward woman imitate this 
example, and be quiet within dores *.*' 

Harrison has certainly the merit of expanding 
and improving the tale, but with regard to his 
versification little commendatory can be said. 
Beside these verses, he was the author of some 
poems, which may be found in Dodsley's and 
Nichols's Collections. 

42. Gilbert Budgell, the second brother of 
Eustace Budgell, whose life we have sketched at 
the commencement of the fourth part of these 
Essays, was the author of some elegant verses at 
the close of N° 591 of the Spectator. The paper 
to which they are appended, and which the an- 
notators conjecture to have been the compodtiou 
either of our author or his brother, is employed 
in detailing maxims and cases relative to the pas- 
sion of love ; and the poetry of Gilbert describes, 
with no common skill and beauty, his ardent, but 
almost hopeless, attachment for the fair Corinna. 
Some of the lines remind me of the second and 
third stanzas of Mrs. Barbauld's exquisite song, 
'' Come here, fond youth, whoe'er thou be,'* 

* Anatomy of Melancholy, Part iii. sect iii. memb. iv. 
subs^ct 2. 

B B 2 
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^oogh the cpapl^ of Badgell are undoubtedly^ 
much inferior in point of simplicity and taste. 

43. HsNRT Bland, D. D. first headmaster of 
Eton school, then prorost of the College, and a£* 
terwards dean of Dnrharo, ¥ras the author of a 
moat feilhful and elegant Latin translation of 
Cato's soliloquy, inserted in N** 628 of the Spcc^ 
tator. It had usually been attributed to Bishop 
Atterbury, until Mr* Walpole assured Mr. Ni« 
chols " that it was the work of Bland, and that 
he had more than once heard his father. Sir Ro^ 
bert Walpole, say, that it was he himself who 
gave that translation to Mr. Addison^, who was 
extremely surprised at the fidelity and beauty of 

44. Charles Dartiquenavb, or, as his name 
is commonly spelled, Darttnei(f, the convivial 
friend of Swift, Steele, and Addison, was cele- 
brated as an epicure and a punster. ** He was,'^ 
say the annotators, '' undoubtedly a writer Sn 

* Spectator, vol. viii. p. 351, notie by Mr. Nichols, 
8fow edit, of 1797. I find that I hsve not been correct in 
aifcribiug a trftnslatioD of tbi« soliloquy, in vol. t. p. 363, to 
Atterbury as well as to Bland ; a mistake into which I was 
probably led by a too hasty comparison of the Biographia^ 
Britannioa with the Variorum edition of the Spectator. 
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the Tatlar, though his papers cannot at present 
be ascertained/' Dartiquenave was paymaster 
of the works ; and his connoisseurship in the cu- 
linary 4rt, and his labours at the table> have been 
recorded by Lord LjrtUeton, one of whose " Dia- 
logues of the Dead'' is between Apicius^ an an^ 
cient epicure, and Dartineuf^ a modem epicure. 
Of this luxurious mortal the following notice has 
escaped Swift in his Journal to Stella : *' Darte- 
neuf invited me to dinner to*day. Do not you 
know Darteneuf ? That is the man that knows 
every thing, and that every body knows; and 
that knows where a knot of rabble are going on 
a holiday, and when they were there last *.'* It 
is not probable that many of my readers will be 
anxious to ascertain the compositions of a man 
who appears to have been so completely a slave 
to the grossest of appetites. 

4^. Richard Ince was educated at Westmin- 
ster; on leaving which school he became a student 
of Christ's church, Oxford. That he was a con- 
tributor to the Spectator we have the testimony 
of Steele hipiself, who, at the conclusion of N^ 
^55, has added the following postscript : '' It had 
not come to my knowledge, when I left off the 
Spectator, that I owe several excellent sentiments 
* Swift's Works, vol. xiv. p. 384* 
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and agreeable pieces in this work to Mr. Ince, <^ 
Gny'a^mn" It is to be regretted, that bo en- 
- qniry has yet been able to discover the papers 
of Bir. Ince, who was an amiable and acc<«n« 
plidied man, and, it is said, particularly conver* 
sant in Greek literature. 

In 1740, Mr. Ince, through the interest of Lmrd 
Granville, who had been his associate at West- 
minster school, obtained the office of secretary 
to the comptrollers of army accounts ; a place, 
the duties of which he performed for twelve years 
with so much courtesy as well as regularity, that 
he was rewarded not only with the approbati<m 
of the public, but with the warmest affection of 
those whom he immediately employed. On the 
decease of his brother, Mr. Ince came into the 
possession of an affluent fortune, which he spent 
with liberality and elegance, and died on the 
13th <rf October, 1758. 

46. Caret, Mr. of New College in Oxford, 
was, according to the acknowledgment of Steele, 
an assistant in the Spectator ^. His pieces, how* 
ever, are unknown; and probably, from the length 
of time which has now elapsed, no enquiry will 
in future be competent to their detection. 
♦ Spectator, N* 555. 
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We have now reached the close of that enu- 
meration, which we professed to give, of those 
who are known to have contributed, in any de* 
gree> to the composition of the Tatier, Spectator, 
and Guardian. The essays including this series 
have extended, notwithstanding the adoption of a 
plan of great brevity, much beyond the limits 
to which they had originally been circumscribed, 
owing to the discovery, as the work proceeded, 
of no less than twelve names> in addition to the 
number which had been stated in the preface. 

The execution of so many miniature sketches 
must necessarily be attended with considerable 
difficulty. To compress a volume into a few 
pages with little injury to the interest and effect, 
will be pronounced an enterprize of no easy 
achievement; and where, on the other hand, the 
materials are trifling or defective^ it is an at- 
tempt of still greater labour to give them a struc- 
ture and arrangement which shall gratify the 
reader. It has been my aim, however, notwith- 
standing the frequent recurrence of these obsta- 
cles, to render the biography of these three essays 
not only accurate but entertaining ; and I have 
therefore availed myself of Civery resource, that, 
consistently with the space to which I have con- 
fined myself, seemed likely to impart the stamp 
of novelty, instruction, or amusement. 
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As the sacceMion of names has been regulated 
by the number and importance of the c<Mnmuni- 
cations, and not by the title of the Pftper to which 
they are attached ; it will, in my opinion, prore 
an useful and satis&ctory appendix, to throw into 
tabular ibrms, under the appeUations of Tatler, 
Spectator, and Guardian, the respectire contri- 
butors to these papers, and the comparative quan« 
tity of their assistance. T^us the reader will, at 
one view, perceive by whose labours, and in what 
proportion, each work was constructed. 

' TATLER— N'^STl. 



CoDtribaton. 



Letters ud Ptrti 
of Paper*. 



Steele 

Addison 

Steele and Addison 
Swift and Addison., 

Hughes 

Swift 

Fuller 

Asplin... 

Congrevc 

Twisden. 

Henley, Anthony .. 

Greenwood 

Harrison ,,••.. 

Partiquenave, 

12 
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In this table of the Tatler, I have attributed to 
Steele all those papers in which, with the excep- 
^on of Addison^ he was an associate with the 
other contributors; they amount, as the arrange- 
ment shews, to twenty-four. The entire essays 
of Sir Richard, therefore, may be estimated at 
J 64, a proportion of the whole which places in 
a very striking light his iqdustry, and the fertility 
of his resources. 

SPECTATOR— N** 635. 



Contrilnitors. 



Addison.... 

Steele 

Bud^ell 

Hughes..... 

Grove 

Pope 

Parnell 

Pearce 

Martyn.f.., 

• Byrom 

Swift , 

Brome 

Francham.. 
Dunlop.... 
Hardwicke 
Fleetwood , 
Tickell .... 



Eatire Papers. 



274 

240 

37 

11 

4 

2 

2 

2 
2 



Letters and Parte 
of Papers. 



13 

I 
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SPECTATOR— N** dSS—Canimutd. 

CoBtrilmtora. 



Philips 

Eosden 

Henley, John 

Shepheard, Miss^ 

Perry, Mrs 

Heywood 

Watts 

Weaver ,.•.. 

Parker 

Golding 

Harper 

Motteux 

Budgell, Gilbert 

Bland 

Ince. 

Carey. 

Anonymous 




33 

The numbers in this table of the Ijpectator, 
which the letters and parts of papers contributed 
to form, are ascribed to Addison, or to Steele, as 
they respectively assisted in their construction. 
In the Tatler and Guardian, the annotators have 
constantly given to Steele those papers for which 
no other owner could be found ; and in the Spec- 
tator they have allotted him every one to which 
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the initials T, or R, are annexed; though the for- 
mer letter is generally supposed to imply that the 
numher was merely transcribed. Independent of 
this appropriation^ however, and although curio- 
sity and enquiry have not been deficient in their 
researches, there are fifty-three papers in the 
Spectator, of which the authors are totally un- 
known. It is probable that several of them are 
the compositions of Budgell and Tickell. 

GUARDIAN— N^ 176. 



Contribators. 



Letters tind Parti 
of Papers. 



Steele 

Addison 

Berkeley 

Pope 

Tickell 

Budgell 

Hughes 

Parnell 

Gay.... 

Young 

Philips, 

Wotton 

Birch 

Bartelett 

Eusden 

Pearce 

Rowe 
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ESSAY. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE EFFECTS OF THE TATLEK, 
8PECTATOE, AND GUARDIAN^ ON THE TASTE, LITE- 
RATURE^ AND MORALS OF THE AGE. 

X o the periodical writings of Steele and Addi- 
son^ we are indebted for a most faithfal and mas- 
terly delineation of the taste, the manners, and 
morals, which prevailed daring the eventful reign 
of Clueen Anne ; a portrait, indeed, by many 
degrees more highly finished than any which 
can be produced of preceding or subsequent 
periods. Of this picture a reduced, but, we hope, 
an accurate copy, will be found in our introduc- 
tory essay, where we have endeavoured to pre- 
sent a clear, though compressed, view of litera- 
ture and manners as they existed in 1709. 

That it was the constant endeavour 'of Steele 
and Addison to correct the vices, ridicule the 
follies, and dissipate the ignorance which too 
^nerally prevailed at the commencement of thef 
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eighteenth century, equally appears from their 
professions, and the tendency of their produc- 
tions. This great, th is noble object, the Specta^ 
tor ever holds in view; and he has taken an 
early opportunity of expressing, in the most 
clear and decided language, what were his views 
and wishes, and what were the means which he 
had adopted for the purpose of carrying his in<* 
tentions into execution. " I shall endeavour,** 
he observes, '* to enliven morality with wit, and 
to temper wit with morality, that my readers 
may, if possible, both ways find their account in 
the speculation of the day. And to the end that 
their virtue and discretion may not be short, 
transient, intermitting starts of thought, I have 
jejolved to refresh their memories from day to 
day, till I have recovered them out of that despe- 
rate state of vice and folly, into which the age 
is fallen. The mind that lies fallow but a single 
day, sprouts up in follies that are only to be 
killed by a constant and assiduous culture. It 
was said of Socrates, that he brought philosophy 
down from heaven, to inhabit among men; I 
shall be ambitious to have it said of me, that I 
have brought philosophy out of closets and libra* 
ries, schools and colleges, to dwell in clubs an() 
^foemblies , at tea-tables and in cofFee*housei^ ^/' 
♦ SjiectDtor, N° ip. 
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Of the soccets which attended the efforts of 
Steele and Addison^ in the refonnation and im- 
pro?ement oi their own immediate age, nothing 
can afford so decisive a proof as the opinions of 
contemporaries c<Mnpetent to form ajnst estimate 
of the resnlt of their labours. Fortunately, it is 
in our power to refer to two productions of this 
kind, the first of which was published on the 
close of the Tatler, and the second on the death 
of Sir Richard Steele : they afibrd a very striking 
and satisfactory detail of the salutary effect of 
the Tatlers, Spectators, and Guardians, in ame- 
^orating the morals of society, and in accelerate 
ing the progress of intellectual acquirement. 

To Gay, there is e?ery reason to suppose, we 
are indebted for the description of the moral in- 
fluence of the Tatler. After regretting the re- 
cent decease of Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. he adds, 
" to -give* you my own thoughts of this gentle- 
man's writings, I shall in the first place observe, 
that there is this noble difference between him 
and all the rest of our polite and gallant authors : 
the latter have endeavoured to please the age, by 
falling in with them, and encouraging them in 
their fashionable vices and false notions of 
things. It would have been a jest, some time 
since, for a man to have asserted that any thing 
witty could be said in praise of a married state ; 
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or that devotion and virtue were any way ne- 
cessary to the character of a fine gentleman. 
BickerstafF ventured to tell the town that they 
were a parcel of fops^ fools, and vain coquettes ; 
but in such a manner as even pleased them, and 
made them more than half inclined to believe 
that he spoke truth. 

** Instead of complying with the false senti- 
ments or vicious tastes of the age, either in mo- 
rality, criticism, or good-breeding, he has boldly 
assured them, that they were altogether in the 
wrong, and commanded them, with an authority 
which perfectly well became him, to surrender 
themselves to his arguments for virtue and good 
sense* 

** It is incredible to conceive the effect his tvritings 
have had on the town; how manif thousand fbllies 
they have either quite banished, or given a very great 
check to ; how much countenance they have added to 
virtue and religion; how many people they have ren* 
dered happy, by showing tJtem it was their own fault 
%f thty were not so ; and lastly, how entirely they 
have convinced our fops and young fellows qf the 
value and advantages qf learning, 

'' He has indeed rescued it out of the hands of 
pedants and fools, and discovered the true me- 
thod of making it amiable and lovely to all man- 
kind. In the dress he gives it^ it is a most wel«^ 
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come gnest'^it tea-tables and assembliesy and ir 
relished and caressed by the merchants on the 
Change, 

** Lastly, hii xorttings have set all our %mis anid 
men of letters vpan a new loay qf tkinking, of whick 
they had little or no notion before; and though tpr 
cannot yet say that any qf them have come t^ to the 
beauties qf the original, I think xoe may venture to 
qfirm, that every one of them xorites and thinks much 
more justly than they did some time since*.** 

Of the almost immediate utility accruing to 
manners and literature from the circulation of 
the Tatler, no passages can be more decisive 
than those which we have distinguished by 
Italics; and to these we can add a testimony 
equally strong with regard to the moral and 
mental operation, on society of the whole body 
of periodical writings which issued from the 
achool of Steele and Addison^ The author of an 
Essay on the Character of Sir Richard Steele, 
printed in 1729^ thus emphatically speaks of the 
great advantages which had then been derived 
from the difiusion of these inimitable papers. 

" To him (Sir Richard) we owe that invalua- 
ble work which he commenced in *' The Tatler/* 
and, assisted by the immortal labours of his in- 

♦ The Present State of Wit In ft Letter to a Friend m 
IheGbantry. FirstprintedinMay,17n. 
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genious friend Mr. Addison, earned into nume- 
rous volumes (viz. Spectator, Guardian, Lover, 
Reader,. &c. &c.). Here he began a work which 
at once refined our language and improved our 
morals. None ever attempted with more success . 
to form the mind to virtue, or polish tho manners 
of common life ; none ever touched the passions 
in that pleasing prevailing method, or so well in- 
culcated the most useful and instructive lessons. 
I say, none did ever thus happily perform so im- 
portant a work as these illustrious colleagues, 
who, by adapting themselves to the pleasures^ 
promoted the best virtues of human nature; in- 
sinuated themselves by all the arts of fine persua- 
sion ; employed the most delicate wit and hu- 
mour in the cause of truth and good sense ; nor 
gave offence to the most rigid devotees or loosest 
debauchees ; but soon grew popular, though ad- 
vocates of virtue. 

** This was laying the axe to the root of vice 
and immorality. All the pulpit discourses of a year 
scarce produced half the good as flowed from the 
Spectator of a day. They who were tired and 
lulled to sleep by a long and laboured harangue^ 
or terrified at the appearance of large and 
weighty volumes, could cheerfully attend to a 
«ingle half-sheet, where they found the images 
of virtue so lively and amiable, where vice was 

VOL. III. c c 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 



$80 OBSERVATIONS ON THE ITPECTS, l8c€. 

SO agreeably ridiculed, that it grew painful to no 
man to part with his beloved follies; nor was he 
easy till he had practised those qualities which 
charmed so much in speculation. Thus good na- 
ture and good sense became habitual to their 
readers. E^jery morning they were instructed w 
9ome new principle ^f duty, which was endeared t^ 
them by the beauties of description, and thereby im- 
pressed on their mind^ in the most indelible cha- 
r€u:ters, 

" Such a work as this, in a Roman age, would 
bave been more glorious than a public triumph ; 
statues would have been raised, and medals have 
been struck, in honour of the authors. Anti- 
quity had so high a sense of gratitude ifor the 
communication of knowledge* that they wor- 
shipped their lawgivers, and deified the fathers 
of science^ How then must they have acknow- 
ledged services like these, where every man grew 
wiser and better by the fine instruction*.'* 

These contemporary testimonies are such as 
fully prove that the noble plan which Addison 
and Steele had formed for the reformation and 
instruction of their fellow-subjects, was rapidly 
and extensively carried into execution, and that 

* An Essay, sacred to the Memory of Sir Ricliard 
Steiele. Originally printed, immediately after bis death, ia 
the British Journal, or the Censor, Sept. 13tb, 1729. 
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they had the felicity of themselves witnessing in 
part the amelioration to which they so largely 
contributed. 

It will be necessary and useful^ however, to 
dwell somewhat more minutely upon the im- 
provements which taste and literature, manners 
and morals, received from these celebrated wri- 
ters, who, in fact, produced a new era in that 
most important of all concerns, the difRision of 
practical knowledge and philosophy. 

The acquisition of a popular relish for elegant 
literature, may be dated, indeed> from the period 
of the publication of the Tatler; to the progress 
of this nevv-formed desire, the Spectator and 
Guardian gave fresh acceleration ; nor has the 
impulse, which was thus received, for a moment 
ceased to spread, and propagate its influence 
through every rank of British society. To these 
papers, in the department of polite letters, we 
may ascribe the following great, and never to be 
forgotten obligations. They, it may be affirmed, 
first pointed out in a popular way, and with in- 
sinuating address, the best authors of classical 
antiquity, and of modern times, and infused into 
the public mind an enthusiasm for their beau- 
ties : they, calling to their aid the colouring of 
humour and imagination, effectually detected the 
sources of bad writing, and exposed to never- 
c c 2 
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dying ridicule the puerilities and meretricious 
decorations of false wit and bloated composittoD ; 
they first rendered criticism familiar and pleasing 
to the general taste> and excited that cariodty, 
that acnteness and precision^ which have since 
enabled so many classes oi readers to enjoy^ and 
to appreciate with judgment, the various produc- 
tions of genius and learning. 

To the essays of Addison, in particular, are 
we likewise indebted for the formation of a style, 
beyond all former precedent pure, fascinating, 
and correct ; that may be said to have effected a 
rerolution in our language and literature, and 
which, notwithstanding all the refinements of 
modern criticism, is still entitled to the praise of 
a just and legitimate model. 

In the Spectator, moreover, was the public first 
presented with a specimen of acute analysis in 
the papers on the sources and pleasures of the 
imagination; they form a disquisition which, 
while it instructed and delighted the unlearned 
reader, led the way, though the arrogance of the 
literati of the present day may disclaim the debt, 
to what has been termed by modern ostentation, 
phUoiophical criticUm. 

To the circulation of these volumes also may 
be ascribed the commencement of a just taste in 
the fields of fancy and picturesque beauty; the 
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critique on Milton, the inimitable ridicule on the 
gothic style of gardening, and the vivid descrip** 
tions of rural elegance, the creations either of 
nature or of art, which are dispersed through the 
pages of the Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian, 
soon disseminated more correct ideas of simpli- 
city in the formation of landscape, and more at- 
tractive views of sublimity and beauty in the lof^ 
tier regions of true poetry. 

In fact, from the perusal of these essays, that 
large body of the people included in the middl€ 
class of society, first derived their capability of 
judging of the merits and the graces of a refined 
writer, and the nation at large gradually, from 
this epoch, became entitled to the distinguished 
appellations of literary and critical ; the ^ader» 
of the Spectator had been thoroughly imbued 
with the fine enthusiasm for literature which 
characterized the genius of Addison ; they had 
felt and admired the delicacy, the amenity, and 
the purity of his composition, and were soon able 
to balance and adjust by comparison the preten- 
sions of succeeding candidates for fame. *' We 
read among the Persian fables of Sadi,'^ remarks 
an ingenious author, '* of a swimmer, who, hav- 
ing found a piece of common earth, was asto- 
nished at its fragrance, and enquired if it were 
musk or amber? ' No/ replied tho perfomed 
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mouldy * I am nothing but common earth ; but 
roses were planted on my soil^ and their odorous 
virtues have deliciously penetrated through all' 
my pores. I have retained the infusion of sweet- 
ness ; I had otherwise been but common earth/'- 
-r-Sadi ingeniously applies this poetical incident 
to the effect his mistress produces over him. We 
may also apply it to an essay of Addison^ which^ 
like the roses on the common earthy irapreg* 
nates with intellectual sweetness an uncultivated 
mind *.'* 

If in taste and literature such numerous bene* 
fits were conferred upon the people through the 
medium of these papers^ of still greater impor- 
tance were the services which they derived froo^ 
them in the department of manners and morals^ 
Both pul^c and private virtue and decorum^ in- 
deed^ received a firmer tone and a finer polish' 
from their precepts and examples; the acri- 
mony and malevolence that had hitherto at- 
tended the discussion of political opinion^ were 
in a short time greatly mitigated; and the talents 
' which had been almost exclusively occupied by 
controversy, were diverted into channels, where 
eleg?ince and learning mutually assisted in refin- 
ing and purifying the passions. 

* D'lsraeli's Essay on the Manners and Genius of the 
LUpr^ry Character,?. 169, 170, 
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As nothin-g tends to debauch a nation more 
than the grossness of its pnblic amusements, nor 
is, indeed, a greater test of its delinquency; so 
nothing can be more essential to its improvement, 
than the reformation of the abuses which had 
rendered them so noxious to morality. This ar- 
duous task, we have already seen, was undertaken 
by the authors of the Spectator with uncommon 
zeal and perseverance; and their success, we are 
happy to add, was commensurate to their excre- 
tions. Not only were the diversions of the me- 
tro|)olis chastened and refined by their endea- 
vours; but even those of the country, if not more 
licentious, still ruder and firmer rooted than the 
amusements of the capital, submitted with defer- 
ence to the same friendly correctors. Of this a 
very remarkable proof may be drawn from N° 
173 of the Spectator, which is employed in ridi- 
culing the very absurd, but then common, diver- 
sion of grinnmg for a ring; the paper was oc- 
casioned by the advertisement of such a contest 
to be exhibited on the 9th of October, 1711, oa 
Colesbill-heath, in Warwickshire ; but, remarks 
the annotator, " this number had such an effect, 
that immediately on publishing it, the proposed 
grinning match was laid aside ; with such re- 
spect were the Spectator's admonitions received 
in those days, even in a distant county* !** 
* Spectator, vol. iii. edit, of n97, p. 29, note. 
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The work of public refonDation mosl^ bow- 
ever, ia order that it may be permanent, rest 
on the basis of private virtue; the audiors, 
therefore, of the essays which we are comment- 
ing upon, found it necessary to pay minute at- 
tention to the conduct of individuals, and the 
duties of domestic life. In the Tatter, Steele 
commenced, and carried on with unwearied vi- 
gour, a most successful attack upon duelling and 
gaming ; and he had^ the satisfaction, as he him- 
self declared, of seeing the latter vice, more es- 
pecially, give way before the weapons which he 
employed for its destruction. 

Excess in the pleasures of the bottle, an un- 
bounded licentiousness in gallantry, and a gene- 
ral addiction to swearing, even upon the most 
frivolous occasions, were vices also more than 
usually prominent at the commencement of the 
eighteenth century, and met with perpetual and 
unsparing censure in the pages of our essayists. 
That they were rendered less frequent and less 
gross by the admonitions and interesting exam- 
ples which the Spectator daily conveyed, both 
contemporary and subsequent testimony have 
fully proved. It was, indeed, principally owing 
to the labours of Steele and Addison, that the 
deterioration, which the manners of the English 
had soffered from the debauched court of Charles 
the Second, was arrested in its career, and the 
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reproach of unparalleled profligacy, finally, it is 
to be hoped, obliterated from the definition of 
our national character. 

To the pAprieties of dress, conversation, and 
domestic manners, Steele in particular paid great 
attention. From him the ladies learned to form 
a due estimate of the value of time^ and to deem 
the labours of the toilet of subordinate const* 
deration. Through his salutary satire conversa- 
tion became less frivolous among the fair sex, 
less gross and sensual among the men, and, 
owing to the very numerous instances which, on 
the one hand, he has happily drawn* of social 
and domestic happiness, the result of mutual de* 
ference and the minor virtues, and, on the other, 
of daily and hourly vexation and misery, the 
consequence of mere negligence and unguarded 
temper, he contributed most essentially to aug- 
ment and multiply the sources which render fa- 
mily connections and general society productive 
of benevolence, kindness, and affection. 

How great and early were the advantages which 
the female world derived from the precepts and 
the animating examples that Sir Richard so 
frequently presented to its view, may be estj- 
fnated by the following lines, which paint very 
faithfully and distinctly many of the happy im- 
provements that were the first fruits of his perio- 
dical labours. The verses are taken from a sa- 
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tire, published in the year 1712, by Mr. New- 
comb, and entitled ** Bibliotheca ; a Poem, oc- 
casioned by the Sight of a Modern Library *.'* 
The bard is describing the progress of obliviok, 
whose triumphs are suddenly arrested by the 
lucubrations of our author. 

Still to proceed the Goddess try'd. 
Till Steele's immortal works espy'd; 
Trembling her dreaded foe to view. 
She sunk, and silently withdrew. 
While Sarum's labours, round her spread. 
Sustain and prop her drowsy head. 

Hail, mighty name \ of all thy pen 
Has dropt, to charm both gods and men. 
Time nor oblimn e'er shall boast 
One line or single period lost ! 
Improving youth, and hoary age. 
Are bettered by thy matchless page ; 
And, what no mortal could devise. 
Women, by reading thee, grow wise. 
Divines had taught, and husbands rav'd,. 
Now threatened, then as poorly crav*d ; 
But, spite of all, the stubborn dame 
Remained our curse, and still the same j 
Modish and flippant as before,, 
The smoothing paint and patch are wore ^ 
Two hours each morning spent to dress. 
And not one ounce of tea the less : 
While the provoking ideot vows 
Her lover fairer much than spouse. 

♦ The entire Poem may be seen in Nichols's •* Select 
Collection, vol. iii. p. 20, et teq, but is there erroneously 
ascribed to Dr. King ; a mistake which is corrected, and 
some account given of Mr. Newcomb, vol, iv, p. 335-&. 
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Great Socrates but vainly try'd 
To sooth the passions of his bride ; 
Her female empire still she holds. 
And as he preaches peace, she scolds : 
In vain he talks, in vain he writes. 
One kissing, while the other bites 5 
Precepts with her, and moral rules. 
Are only gins to hamper fools ; 
And, preach and dictate what he will. 
Madam persists, Xantippe still. 
But wedlock by thy art is got 
To be a soft and easy knot ; 
Which smiling spouse and kinder bride 
Now seldom wish should be unty'd ; 
Think parting now the greatest sin. 
And strive more close to draw the gin : 

Taught by those rules thy pen instils. 

Nobly to conquer human ills ; 

The female sufferer now sustains 

Each mournful loss with lessened pains; 

A week is now enough to pine. 

When puking lap-dog cannot dine ; 

While grief as real swells her eyes 

When spouse, as when her parrot, dies. 

The fop no longer shall believe 

Sense ty'd to every modish sleeve. 

Nor, conscious of his wants, presume 

To measiu^ merit by perfume ; 

That courage in Pulvilio dwells. 

The boldest he, who strongest smells; 

To prove his sense, no longer bring 

The doughty proofs of box and ring ; 

Strongly professing ne'er to know 

An ass concealed beneath a beau; 

^pAch taught by thee, shall hence confess. 

y irto^ hai no regard for dress ; 



,y Google 



i96 OBSBKTATIONS CM THE EPTECTS, kCm 

That the bright nymph as oAen dwells 
In hooaely bays as rural cells f 
And in a ruff as Curly sfain'd. 
As noir to modern peak confin'd ; 
Bhuhing, thus half expos'd to yiew. 
Both herself and mistress too. 

The widow, pining for her dear, 
Shan curse no more the tedious year; 
In sighs consume each pensive day. 
Nor think it long from June to May« 
See how the pensive relict lies. 
Oppressed with spouse's fate, and dies ; 
That Betty with her drops in vain 
Recalls her flying soul again ; 
No colour now so fair appears. 
As is the sable vest she wears. 
To be her only garment vow'd. 
Tin death exchange it for a shroiidy 
And her cold ashes kindly place 
Once more within her lord's embrace. 

The ladies, pleas'd with thee to dwell. 
Aspire to write correct, and qpeU: 
We scarce behold, though writ in haste. 
Five letters in a score misplac'd; 
MarshallM in rank they all appear. 
With no fix)nt vowels in the rear. 
Nor any, out of shame or dread. 
Skulking behind, that should have led; 
In every line they now demur, 
n'is now no longer, Wurthee Skurr; 
With half our usual " care" and paia^ 
We both unravel and explain. 
Nor call in foreign aid to find. 
In mystic terms, the foir-one's mind. 

Maintain, great Sage, thy deathless i 
Thou can'st no wider stretch thy fyme. 
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Tin, gliding from her natire skics^ 
Virtue once more delighted flies. 
By each adoring Patriot ownH], 
And boasts herself by thee enthron'd. 

To the facility which Steele possessed of sketch- 
ing, in a 'most spirited and masterly manner, 
every variety of female character, a talent whidh 
we have particularly noticed in a former part 
of these essays *, the revolution in the conduct 
and acquirements of the ladies, which Mr. New- 
comb has thus pleasantly celebrated, may, in a 
great measure, be ascribed. He was, it is true, 
powerfully assisted by the wit and humour of 
Addison ; but still the guardianship of the fair 
sex seems more immediately to have been en- 
trusted to Sir Richard, who has placed their 
Ticcs, their foibles, and their virtues, in every 
point of view that might probably contribute to 
the great end which he had ever in prospect, the 
perfection of the most amiable and lovely part 
of creation. 

Nor were the admonitions of the Spectator 
confined to. topics merely of a moral or ethic na- 
ture, or to the regulation of manners and social 
inrtercourse ; the weightier and more awfbl coo^- 
cerns which religion should awaken in the Ku- 
m%n breast, were never treated in a way better 
* See vol. i. p. 859. 
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calculated to amend the heart, and inform the 
understanding of the multitude, than by Addison 
in his Saturday papers. These admirable essays, 
while they excited and kept alive attention by 
their beauty of diction and felicity of illustra- 
tion, and by the benevolent and tender enthu- 
siasm which animated their pages, at the same 
time very powerfully elevated and expanded the 
mind, by the dignity of their theme and the 
purity of their .sentiments; an union of qualities 
which strongly recommended them to readers of 
all classes ; for by appealing to the general feel- 
ings of our nature, they alike fascinated the 
simple and the devout, the learned and the re- 
fined, who to an extent hitherto perhaps une- 
qualled, agreed in applauding their execution, 
and profiting by their subject. 

The result, indeed, of the publication of the 
Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian, has been of the 
first national importance. The diffusion of pri- 
vate virtue and wisdom must necessarily tend to 
purify and enlighten the general mass ; and ex- 
perience in every age has proved, that the 
strength, the weight, and prosperity of a nation, 
are better founded on knowledge, morality, and 
sound literature, than on the unstable effects of 
conquest or commerce. Rational liberty, .in« 
deed, can only be supported by integrity and 
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ability; and it is of little consequence to the man 
-who feels for the honour of his species, and who 
knows properly to value the character of a free- 
man, that his country has stretched her arms 
over half the globe, if, at the same time, she be 
immersed in vice, in luxury, and sensuality, and 
subjected to the debasing caprices and controui 
of tyranny. 

It is but just, therefore, to infer, that the pe- 
riodical writings of Addison and of Steele have 
contributed more essentially to the national good, 
to the political influence even, and stability of 
the British empire, than all the efforts of her 
warriors, however great or glorious *. By ex- 
panding the intellect, and improving the morals 
of the people, by promoting liberal education 
and free enquiry, they have enabled the public 

* I wish here to observe with David Williams, that " it 
is not intended to insinuate, that nailitary fame and power 
are not fully purchased by the talents and dangers of their 
acquisition, as well as by the temporary benefits arising 
from them. But the eiFects of all military events partici- 
pate the nature of all violence j they require a perpetual 
recuri'ence to violence at short intervals; whereas- the in- 
ventions and measures of genius are as extensive as the 
world, and never require the commission of evil that good 
];nay come. Warriors and writers should be associated as 
Seneca associates Scipio and Cato ; — Alter enim cum fiostibus 
ftostris beltitm, alter cum moribus gessit. — The difference be- 
tween men of genius and heroes is generally that of wis* 
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to understand, and to appreciate duly, the prin- 
ciples of genuine liberty; and consequently to 
▼alue highly, and to defend strenuously, the con- 
stitution under which they live. They have, by 
directing and inyigorating the energies of so- 
ciety, given a manly tone to the national charac- 
ter; an effect which can never be elicited be- 
neath the clouds of ignorance and immorality, 
and which depends not upon the abilities of a 
few solitary statesmen, or the fleeting conse- 
quences of military prowess, but upon the majo- 
rity of the people thinking and acting justly for 
themselves, from that knowledge of political 
good, and that rational love of their country, 
from those pure principles and virtuous motives, 
which could only have been disseminated through 
the medium of writers, who, like the authors of 
the Spectator, have permanently and extensively 

DOM and oouKACK. Wisdom prevents evil, courage removes 
it 

" The ascendance, or power of genius, in the formation 
of opinions and manners, is, only in some situations, infe- 
rior to that of government and law. In free governments 
it takes the lead, and always forms the spirit of the nation. 

" In England, what a contrast before and after the is- 
VOLUTION I Before that event bacon stood nearly alone, li- 
terature being occupied by theological controversy. Who 
can describe the effects of its subsequent emancipation, or 
the principles, the morals, the taste, and the prosperity of 
the countiy." aaim of Literature, p, 20, 21, 39, 34. 
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exerted their moral and intellectual influence 
over the general mind. ^ 

In short, if we compare the state of society, 
private and public, as it existed previous and 
subsequent to the appearance of Addison and 
Steele, we shall not for a moment hesitate to as- 
sert, not only that Great Britain is indebted to 
these illustrious writers, for a most salutary re- 
volution in the realms of literature and taste, for 
a mode of composition which in a mere literary 
view has been of great and progressive utility; 
but that a very large portion of the moral and 
political good which she now enjoys, is to be 
ascribed to their exertions — to efforts which en- 
title them to the glorious appellations of genuine 
patriots and universal benefactors. 



THE END. 



C. WHITI'IIOGHAM, Printei^ 
Dean Street. 
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